
T adateru Konoé, from the Japanese Red 
Cross, has been elected 
as the new IFRC presi-

dent for a four-year term.  

 
Mr. Konoé has been president 
of the Japanese Red Cross So-
ciety since 2005, previously 
serving as its vice-president for 
14 years.  
 
Currently one of the vice-
presidents of the IFRC, Mr. 
Konoé has held several posts in 
the IFRC.  

 
He has been a member of the Standing Commis-
sion of the Red Cross Red Crescent (1995-2003) 
and its vice chairman (1999), member of the IFRC 

finance commission (1985-1993), as well as officer 
(1972-1975) and director (1981-1985) of 
the IFRC disaster preparedness bureau 
where he started in 1972.  
 
Between 1970 and 2008, Mr. Konoé 
worked on more than 30 Red Cross Red 
Crescent missions around the world.  
 
He was educated at Gakushuin Universi-
ty and London School of Economics, is 
fluent in English, and has a working kno-
wledge of French.  

 
Mr. Konoé replaces Juan Manuel Suárez 

del Toro, president of the Spanish Red Cross, who 
served two terms as IFRC president. Mr. Konoé's 
new term will start at the end of the current Ge-

neral Assembly, on 21 November 2009. ω 

New IFRC president elected 

Ψ¢ƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
adopted the IFRC's Strategy 2020, which 
provides a clear framework for the net-
work's action to reduce vulnerability and 

"do more, do it better and reach further". 
 
The strategy, which was created and refined 
through extensive face-to-face consultations with 
National Societies, is subtitled "Saving lives, chan-
ging minds". 

 
The new document builds on Strategy 
нлмл ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ψ{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ !ƛƳǎΩ 
for the organization - to save lives, pro-
tect livelihoods, and strengthen recove-

ry from disasters and crises, enable healthy and 
safe living, and promote social inclusion and a 
culture of non-violence and peace. These aims are 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ψ9ƴŀōƭƛƴƎ !ŎǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ 
 

Saving lives, changing minds: Strategy 2020 approved  
Outgoing president Juan Manuel Suarez de Toro 
Rivero introduced the strategy before handing 
over to its main architect, Dr Mukesh Kapila, who 
explained its scope and vision.  

 
"To inspire, encourage, facilitate, and 
promote at all times all forms of hu-
manitarian activities by National Socie-
ties, with a view to preventing and 

alleviating human suffering, and thereby contribu-
ting to the maintenance and promotion of human 
dignity and peace in the world," said Kapila.   
 
IFRC Secretary General Bekele Geleta detailed the 
strategy's five main business activity lines - pro-
moting Fundamental Principles and humanitarian 
values; disaster and crisis management; sustaina-
ble development; humanitarian diplomacy, and 

effective working and accountability. ω  
.  
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Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭōƛƴƻ ŜȅŜǎΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
latest advocacy report to be 
launched by IFRC at the General 
Assembly. The report highlights 
the plight of albino people living 
ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ 
Recent increases in murders in 
Burundi and Tanzania have led 
to a crisis in both countries, 
with albinos putting their lives 
on hold and going into hiding 
while fearing for their lives.  
  
ά²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ bŀƛǊƻōƛΧ ²Ŝ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
able to keep the spotlight on 
ǘƘƛǎ ΨǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
IFRC Secretary General Bekele 
Geleta and African musician 
{ŀƭƛŦ YŜƛǘŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŦƻǊŜπ
word. 
  
The killings, based on occult 
practices, are carried out by 
albino hunters hired by witch 
doctors or rich traders who 
believe that their body parts 

 

tǊƻǘŜŎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŀƭōƛƴƻǎΥ LCw/ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
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can be used as talismans to 
bring luck or wealth. 

  
The official death toll currently 
stands at 44 in Tanzania and 12 
in Burundi, but private organi-
zations and the media have put 
the number much higher.  
$Senior police officers in Dar es 
Salaam have said that a comple-
te set of albino body parts ς 

The IFRC has announced the 
winners for its Good News for 
Africa competition. Out of 55 
entries submitted by African 
journalists from nine different 
countries, the IFRC jury chose 
one winner for each of the 
following regions: Southern 
Africa, West and Central Africa 
and East Africa.   
 

Kristin Palitza from South Africa 
was awarded for her article 
ΨDŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΩΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
in the Mail and Guardian news-
paper in August 2009. The arti-
cle shows how small-scale far-
mers can improve their own 
food security and financial sta-
bility. With support, communi-
ties can take control and gene-
rate proper income from far-
ming that sustains their fami-
lies. 
 

9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ ²ƘŜƛƴȅǳŜΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ 
ǎǘƻǊȅ Ψ.ƭƛƴŘ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩΣ ōǊƻŀŘπ
cast in Star Radio Liberia in 
October 2009 is a personal 

success story of a blind carpen-
ter who has built a small busi-
ness and also supports other 
disabled people to develop 
their skills.  
 
The piece conveys a simple but 
powerful message that disabled 
people, although often rejected 
by their communities, are not 
passive victims.  
 

Millicent Nthoki Mwololo, a 

including all four limbs, genitals, 
ears, tongue and nose ς could 
be sold for 75,000 US dollars.  
 
Both the Tanzania and Burundi 
Red Cross societies are working 
hard to coordinate a humanita-
rian response, but are doing so 
with very limited resources and 
support.  
 
 The IFRC is calling on govern-
ments to do more to protect 
their albino citizens, and on the 
international community to 
support this Red Cross Red 
Crescent work. 
 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 
with the authorities in our 
country to put an end to these 
killings and secure a life of di-
gnity for our albino brothers 
ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƴǎŜƭƳŜ Yŀπ
tyunguruza, secretary general 

of the Burundi Red Cross. ω 

Kenyan journalist writing for 
the Living magazine of the Daily 
Nation newspaper, was recogni-
ȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ΨDƻƻŘ ǘƛŘƛƴƎǎ 
ŎƻƳŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦΩ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
in December 2008, this story 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ YŜƴȅŀΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ōŀǘǘƭŜ 
to beat malaria. Government-
led efforts to distribute mosqui-
to nets have contributed to a 44 
per cent drop in malaria-related 
child deaths. This simple, low-
cost approach has saved an 
estimated 15,000 lives. 
 

The Good News for Africa com-
petition, launched at the 2008 
Pan African Conference in Jo-
hannesburg, encourages jour-
nalists to publish articles pro-
moting positive developments 
in Africa. Research commissio-
ned by the IFRC in 2008 confir-
med that too often, western 
decision-makers and media 
emphasize negative stories 
about Africa. Stories can be 

accessed at www.ifrc.org.  ω 

Journalists recognized by Good News for Africa competition  

National Societies 
urged to support 
youth develop-
ment 
 
 

When presenting the Youth 
Commission report to the Ge-
neral Assembly, vice-chair Mai-
ju Jolma asked National Socie-
ties to support youth develop-
ment at national and regional 
levels, to recognise that youth 
participation in decision-
making processes is valuable. 
As well, they were asked to 
make sure that young people 
are represented in all regions of 
the world, aiding management 
at different levels. 
 
άLƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ wŜŘ 
Crescent, we can not afford to 
see diversity any more as a 
favour, but a pure necessity in 
ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ wƻƳŀƛƴ 
Lare, a youth commission mem-
ber from Togo. 
 

The Commission report also 
detailed how youth perspecti-
ves have been incorporated 
into the drafting of Strategy 
2020 through virtual platforms, 
regional networks and discus-
sion forums. A revised Youth 
Policy has been recommended 
to be aligned with Strategy 
2020 for adoption in 2011. This 
will help support and enable 
National Societies to create 
strong youth structures in their 
respective countries, attracting 
more young people and better 
involving youth volunteers. 
 
The year 2011 will be a particu-
larly special year for the Youth 
Commission, as it is the 10th 
anniversary of the International 
Year of the Volunteer and it will 
report on the IFRC Youth Pled-
ge developed in Solferino.  
Over 500 young people from 
149 National Societies attended 
ǘƘŜ Ψ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǾŜΩ ƳŜŜπ
ting in Solferino, Italy in June 

2009. ω 


