
 

Date of issue: April 18, 2017 

Date of disaster: April 15, 2017 Point of contact: Davood Pourkhanali; IFRC Country representative, 
Iran.  

Host National Society: Iranian Red Crescent Society 

 
This bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the current situation and 

details that are currently available. The Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS), with the 
support of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), 

has determined that external assistance is not required, and is therefore not seeking 
funding or other assistance from donors at this time. 

 

The situation 
Torrential rains have caused flash flooding and landslides in more than 40 towns and villages in 
six provinces of Azerbaijane-Gharbi, Azerbaijane-Sharghi, Kordestan, Zanjan, Mazandaran and 
Ardebil in Iran’s northwest on Saturday, killing at least 42 people according to the National Crisis 
Management Organization. 
these provinces flooded houses and swept away cars after rivers burst their banks. According to 
the official reports, two counties of Ajabshir and Azarshahr in Azerbaijane-Sharghi province were 
mostly affected. 

 

 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
The Red Crescent Relief and 
Rescue Organisation of the 
Iranian Red Crescent Society 
reported that around 1,860 people 
have benefited from the relief and 
rescue services, and 288 people 
were provided with emergency 
sheltering following torrential rains 
and flooding that began on 
Friday. 
Water has been pumped out of 
179 residential units and 
operations for the recovery of 40 
trapped cars in floods have been 
successful in various areas. In 
addition, 15 people had also been transferred to safe areas, and seven were taken to medical 
centres to receive the needed services. Five people are still missing in the floods.  
A total of 80 operational teams including 380 relief workers and rescuers were mobilized for during 
operations. In addition to the rescue operations, they have set up 30 relief tents, and distributed 
200 blankets, 1,000 tins of canned food, 20 kilograms of dates, and 700 bottles of mineral water to 
the most affected population. 
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Iran's Minister of Energy and 
President Representative 
Hamid Chitchian, Ismail 
Jabbarzadeh, the general 
governor of Azerbaijane-
Sharghi and Morteza Salimi, 
visited flood-hit areas of 
Ajabshir and Azarshahr cities. 
Hamid Chitchian and Ismail 
Jabbarzadeh, each in a 
separate speech praised quick 

and timely relief and rescue measures of the Iranian Red Crescent in the areas hit by the surging 
water.   

 
 

Contact information 

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

 In Iranian Red Crescent: Deputy Director General; Tel: +98 21 88662618-9; Fax: 
+98 21 88201052 Email: intdep@rcs.ir    

 IFRC Iran Office, Davood Pourkhanali; Country representative, phone: +98 21 
88662618-9; Email: countryoffice.iran@ifrc.org  

 IFRC Regional Office: Mads Brinch Hansen, Head of Emergency and Crisis Unit, 

phone Mob. +961 76 174 468; email: mads.brinch@ifrc.org 

 



Click here 

1. Click here to return to the title page 

 

How we work 

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the 

Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering 

assistance to the most vulnerable. 

The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian 

activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby 

contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 

 

 

 

 

The IFRC’s work is guided by Strategy 2020 which puts forward three strategic aims: 

1. Save lives, protect livelihoods, and strengthen recovery from disaster and crises. 

2. Enable healthy and safe living. 

3. Promote social inclusion and a culture of non-violence and peace. 
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