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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 183 countries.  

In Brief 

THIS EMERGENCY APPEAL SEEKS CHF 16,369,585 (USD 12.7 
MILLION OR EUR 10.5 MILLION) IN CASH, KIND, OR SERVICES 
TO ASSIST SOME 329,000 BENEFICIARIES FOR 12 MONTHS.  
 
Click here to go directly to the attached appeal budget 
 
Click here to view a map of the affected areas 
 
CHF 427,808 (USD 326,073 or EUR 276,541) was allocated from the Federation’s 
Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) for the initial phases of the Kenya Red 
Cross Society’s relief assistance and assessment activities. Unearmarked 
contributions to the DREF are encouraged. 
 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the most 
vulnerable.  For support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or 
other countries, or for a full description of the national society profile, please access the Federation’s website at 
http://www.ifrc.org   
 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

• In Kenya: Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email: 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org; Phone +254.20.60.35.93; Fax +254.20.60.35.89 

• In Kenya: Esther Okwanga, Federation Head of East Africa Sub-Regional Office; Email: 
esther.okwanga@ifrc.org; Phone +254.20.283.50.00; Fax +254.20.271.27.77 

• In Kenya: Steve Penny, Disaster Management Coordinator, East Africa Regional Delegation, Nairobi; 
Email:  steve.penny@ifrc.org;Phone +254.20.283.51.17; Fax +254.20.271.27.77  

• In Kenya: Anitta Underlin, Federation Head of Regional Delegation, Nairobi; Email: 
anitta.underlin@ifrc.org; Phone +254.20.283.51.24; Fax +254.20.271.27.77 

• In Geneva: Amna Al Ahmar, Federation Regional Officer for Eastern Africa, Africa Dept; Email: 
amna.alahmar@ifrc.org; Phone +41.22.730.44.27; Fax +41.22.733.03.95   

 
For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal for East Africa Sub-regional 
Programmes-http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?annual06/MAA064003.pdf 
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The situation 
Inadequate rains since 2004 have 
resulted in a critical water shortage 
and food security situation in Somalia, 
northern Kenya, Djibouti, Eritrea, and 
Ethiopia. While the situation is 
extremely serious in each country, 
Kenya’s northern arid and semi-arid 
regions are particularly affected by 
critical food nutrition threats. Given 
the dramatic situation, it is vital that 
the international community respond 
by supporting the Government of 
Kenya appeal for food assistance for 
2.5 million people. The World Food 
Programme (WFP) is implementing an 
ongoing Emergency Operations 
Programme (EMOP), and between 
August and December 2005 some 1.2 
million people in 18 districts have 
been assisted. The Kenya Red Cross 
Society (KRCS), assisted by the 
International Federation, is also 
supporting and coordinating efforts 
with the Government and WFP 
actions, and launched an emergency appeal in 2004 for Kwale, Makueni and Lamu Districts to deliver assistance in 
the form of food, non-food items (seeds and tools), water and sanitation, HIV/AIDS, advocacy, and capacity 
building1.  (Photo above: water distribution point) 
 
The food security situation deteriorated further following the failure of the short October-December 2005 rains in 
the areas that were under the existing WFP EMOP, and an additional 2.5 million people (estimated) require 
emergency food aid (100% food rations) and other non-food interventions. The Government of Kenya has declared 
a state of emergency, particularly for the very serious situation in Mandera, Wajir, Kajiado, Marsabit (now 
classified as ‘Emergency districts’ as per the Arid Lands Resource Mobilisation Programme), Moyale and Garissa 
Districts. Other districts that will require emergency relief operations include Kitui, Mwingi, Makueni, Isiolo, Tana 
River, Taita/Taveta, Turkana, Samburu, Laikipia, and parts of Baringo district. The Government is attempting to 
free resources to address the problem from the Central Rift valley, one of the only areas that had a reasonable 
harvest despite the fact that only 60% of the average production was secured. 
 
Grain prices have almost doubled in most parts of the affected districts, and families have reduced the frequency 
and substance of their meals. Recent local press reports indicate that at least 27 people have died from starvation in 
Mandera, and 8 children from malnutrition-related diseases in Garissa. Inevitably, rates of child malnutrition are 
alarmingly high in the worst drought-affected districts. According to the Arid Lands Resource Management 
Drought bulletin and the District Steering Group rapid assessment of the drought situation in December, the 
indicator of the “At Risk and Malnourished” (ARM) in Mandera has significantly increased to 53% in November 
2005 (see table 1 below). The percentage of ARM-classified children is very high and the rates are above seasonal 
prevalence levels. The increased ARM levels mean greater dependency on drugs for children to survive and a 
consequent increase in household expenses on treatment of children. Currently 50 children are admitted in Mandera 
district hospital, while another 2,250 are served through supplementary feeding by Action Against Hunger, USA. 
  

                                                
1 The activities under this appeal were completed by the end of August 2005 and reporting is being finalized.  
 


