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The International Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) is a source of un-earmarked
money created by the International Federation in 1985 to ensure that immediate financial support is
available for Red Cross Red Crescent response to emergencies. The DREF is a vital part of the
International Federation’s disaster response system and increases the ability of national societies to
respond to disasters.

Summary: CHF 70,000 (USD 66,995 or EUR
42,950) was allocated from the International
Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund
(DREF) on 12 May 2008 to support the
Lebanese Red Cross (Lebanese RC) in
delivering assistance during internal clashes.

The clashes started on 7 May and placed the
country on the brink of civil war following months
of a political impasse. While the clashes were the
worst seen since the end of the civil war, the
pressure placed on the factional leaders by a
swift international call for dialogue eased the
armed confrontations. As a result, the initially
requested DREF amount of CHF 100,000 was
reduced to CHF 70,000. The funds were used to
support the activities of the Lebanese RC
emergency medical service (EMS) which
throughout the clashes remained on high alert
with its capacity stretched to cover the rapid
increase in the number of missions. The funds
were directed to the 12 EMS stations in the
combat areas and eight stations on high support
alert. In total, during the active period, the EMS
undertook 582 missions related to the conflict.

Generators were handed ove r for emergency
medical service stations active in the internal
disturbances. Photo: International Federation.

<click here for the final financial report, or here to view contact details>

The situation

Lebanon was once again faced with armed internal clashes in May 2008, a painful result of months of
political impasse and increasing sectarian confrontation which was eventually taken to the streets. This
violent peak in the political paralysis did not come as an isolated event as the country had witnessed an
increasing number of security incidents linked to the political void and an increased militarization of militia
groups throughout 2007 and 2008 highlighted by an increased frequency of politically motivated
assassinations and indiscriminate bomb attacks.



