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COSTA RICA AND
PANAMA: EARTHQUAKE

Information Bulletin N° 2/03
Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) Allocated: CHF 50,000

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. Itis the
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 180 countries.
For more information: www.ifrc.org

29 December 2003

In Brief

Thisdocument isbeing issued based on the needs described below. A DREF allocation of CHF
50,000 has been released. The Federation does not anticipate further needs. Unearmarked fundsto
repay DREF are needed. This operation will bereported on through the DREF update.

The Situation

Reports confirm that the earthquake which occurred on 25 December at 2.11 in the morning of a magnitude of 6.1
on the Richter Scale with its epicentre on the border between Costa Rca and Panama shook Puerto Muellesin
Costa Rica and Puerto Armudles in Panama. In Costa Rica, ssvera dozens of homes were either partialy or
totally destroyed and two hospitals were severely damaged and immediately evacuated. Two people were
confirmed dead and 75 were injured. In Panama, some 200 homes and a hedth care facility were severely
damaged in Puerto Armuelles, one person died and 45 were injured. On 27 December, an aftershock of a similar
magnitude took place Details as to any further damage incurred are awaited.

Red Crossand Red Crescent action

In Costa Rica, afull team was immediaely put in place in the capital, San José and emergency response experts
and ambulances were deployed to Puerto Muelles. The conclusion of the ensuing damage and needs assessment
was that damage to housing and infrastructure was less than anticipated; havever, an aqueduct has been destroyed,
giving rise to concerns regarding potable water. A team from the Red Cross Society of Panama was deployed to
the affected area on 26 December, including national intervention team (NIT) and regiona intervention team
(RIT) trained personnel. The nearest Red Cross branch isin the city of David, one hour from the affected area. A
water truck, vehicles and tents have been made available by PADRU and 200 units of plagtic sheeting and a water
testing kit were aso provided. Mgjor needs in both Costa Rica and Panama, according to reports to date, are for
shelter and communi cations equipment.

The Panama Regiona Delegation isin constant communication with the Costa Rican Red Cross and the Red Cross

Society of Panama, and the Pan American Disaster Response Unit (PADRU) was alerted in order to provide
support for the coordination of response activities.
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Both the Costa Rican Red Cross and the Red Cross Society of Panama with the support of PADRU, are to
compile plans of action outlining assistance to be provided to those affected by the earthquake on the border area.
As soon as this information is available, together with further details regarding the conclusions of damage and
needs assessments taking place, an information bulletin will be issued.

For afull description of the National Society profile, see www.ifrc.org

For further details please contact

The Costa Rican Red Cross in San José ‘Phone (506) 2337033; Fax: (506) 2237628; e-mail:
info@cruzroja.or.cr

The Red Cross Society of Panama in Panama City; ‘Phone (507) 315 1388; Fax (507) 315 1401; email:
cruzroja@pan.gbm.net

Patrick Fox, Pan American Disaster Response Unit, Phone number; (507) 615 5355; email:
ifrcpa02@ifrc.org

Gilberto Guevara, Head of Regional Delegation, Panama, ‘ Phone (507) 317 13 00; Fax: (507) 317 13 04: e
mail: ifrcpabl@ifrc.org

Luis Luna, Regional Officer, Phone (41) 22 730 42 74; Fax 41 22 733 0395; email: luis.luna@ifrc.org

All International Federation Operations seek to adhere to the Code of Conduct and are committed to the
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (SPHERE Project) in delivering assistance
to the most vulnerable.

For support to or for further information concerning Federation operations in this or other countries, please
access the Federation website at http://www.ifrc.org

For longer -term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal.
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