INFORMATION BULLETIN

Fderso! i INtemasionsl o8 Soalatarss S8 B CTUE Roje ¥ 48 1 Mas Lune Rojs

il Dlply pealll cyleak apd Apil dadil

Iiwyoitioninl Piachatice oF Pkl el hnd Pl Ciciainkct] Dol slih
+ C Féciration Iramuicnais des Bockibls da b Crote-Pougs ol du Crolssart-Pougs

CHINA:YUNNAN
EARTHQUAKE

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilising the power of humanity. It is the
world’s largest humanitarian organi sation and its millions of volunteers are active in over 181 countries.

12 August 2004

In Brief

This Information Bulletin 01/2004 is being issued for information only. The Federation is not seeking
funding or other assistance from donorsfor this operation at thistime.

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:

- Red Cross Society of China: Mr.Yang Xusheng Head of the Relief Division, email;rcsc@chineseredcross.org.cn; phone
+86-10-6512-4169; fax+86-10-6512-4169
East Asia Regional Delegation: Mr. Alistair Henley (HoRD), email ;ifrccnO1@ifrc.org; phone+86 1350 1205 972,
fax+86-10-6532-7166
Federation Geneva: Mr. Satoshi Sugai, Desk Officer, email;satoshi.sugai @ifrc.org; phone +41 22 730 4237; fax+41 22
733 0395

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the Humanitarian
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. For support to or for
further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for a full description of
the national society profile, please access the Federation’s website at http://www.ifrc.org

The Situation

According to the latest reports received on 12 August from a representative of the Red Cross Society of China's
Yunnan provincial branch s relief department, thousands of people have been evacuated in Yunnan province' s
Ludian county (pop. 370,000) following a strong earthquake on Tuesday 10 August. Four people have been
reported dead and close to 600 people were injured in the earthquake which measured 5.6 on the Richter scale.
The powerful earthquake which struck the northeast of the province was followed by 92 aftershocks destroying
some 5,000 homes while damaging thousands more. The two local hospitals servicing the county were
overwhelmed by the influx of patients seeking treatment for earthquake related injuries. The Red Cross Society of
China (RCSC) and the Ministry of Civil Affairs have been quick to respond to the emergency and have aready
commenced with the distribution of tents, food and clothing to meet the immediate needs of the affected
population but there are till continuing needs for food, medicine, tents, water and clothing. Additionally,
continued support for medical servicesin the field is required to meet al the demands created by the earthquake.

The earthquake on 10 August was the third major quake to strike Ludian county over a period of twelve months &
two quakes measuring 5.1 and 5.0 on the Richter scale struck the county on 15 and 26 November 2003. Yunnan is

also among the provinces most severely affected by this year's floods, hail and muddides which have aready left
thousands in the locale homeless.
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Red Crossand Red Crescent action

The RCSC has provided atotal of USD 60,000 in relief items to the affected population including 1,500 blankets,
1,500 cotton- padded clothes, 100 tentsand 20 MT of rice.

Therelief division of the RCSC has been working closely with the provincia branches, particularly those branches
in aress highly susceptible to natural disasters on disaster preparedness activities. To this end the Yunnan
Provincial branchthat was aready coping with floods was able to respond quickly to the earthquake as ugently
needed relief items such as blankets, clothing and tents were prepositioned in the branch’s provincia disaster
preparedness centre. The items were released from the RCSC Y unnan provincial branch’s disaster preparedness
centre within 24 hours of the earthquake dlowing the branch to provide those people who lost their homes or
those whose homes have been classified as unsafe with blankets, coats, tents and rice to help them cope in the
difficult period immediately after the quake The Red Cross Society in Zhaotong City has dso distributed 300
blankets and 130 sets of clothing whilethe national office of the RCSC in Beijing contributed tents, clothes and
quilts worth RMB 300,000 (USD 36,000).

For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal.

Click hereto return to thetitle page or contact information.
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