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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 183 countries.   

In Brief 
This Bulletin (no. 01/2006) is being issued for information only, and reflects the status of the 
situation and information available at this time. The Federation is not seeking funding or other 
assistance from donors for this operation at this time. 
 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  
• Bangladesh: Bangladesh Red Crescent Society, Mr. A.S.M. Akram (Acting Secretary General), email: 

bdrcs@bangla.net,  phone +88 02 9337314 
• Bangladesh: Federation delegation, Mr. Selvaratnam Sinnadurai (Head of Delegation), email:  

selvaratnam.sinnadurai@ifrc.org, phone + 88 0171621615, fax: +88 02 9341631 
• India: Federation South Asia regional delegation, Robert McKerrow (Head of Regional Delegation), email : 

bob.mckerrow@ifrc.org, Phone +91 11 2411 1125, fax: +91 11 2411 1128 
• Geneva: Asia Pacific regional department, Mr. Hiroto Oyama (Regional Officer),  email: hiroto.oyama@ifrc.org, 

Phone: + 41 730 4273; fax: + 41 22 7330395 
 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) in Disaster Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian 
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. 
For longer-term programmes in this or other countries or regions, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal. For 
support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for 
national society profiles, please also access the Federation’s website at http://www.ifrc.org  
 

 

The Situation 
A devastating fire swept through a densely populated slum area of the Bangladesh capital, Dhaka on Wednesday 1 
February. The fire department estimates the blaze, which started as a kitchen fire, swept through 1,500 thatch 
dwellings in the Mohammedpur area. No deaths were reported but 28 people suffered injuries.   
 
A total of 1,500 families have had their homes destroyed.  Five hundred families are sheltering in a community 
centre while the remainder are staying with relatives and friends.  
 
The government agencies have distributed emergency materials including 1,000 blankets and 22 tonnes of rice and 
corrugated iron sheets will be distributed to the affected people.  
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Red Cross and Red Crescent action 

The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society and the Federation delegation closely monitored the situation. A four-
member joint Bangladesh Red Crescent/Federation assessment team was deployed on 2 February. 
 
Based on the assessment team’s report, the 500 families who are in the community centre will be assisted 
immediately with each receiving a family kit and two blankets. The family kits include basic kitchen and cooking 
utensils and men’s and women’s clothing.  
 
 

Click here to return to the title page or contact information. 


