Information bulletin
Lao People’s Democratic Republic: Floods

Glide n°
Date of disaster 29 August 2019 (Ongoing)

Date of issue: 10 September 2019
Point of contact (name and title): Dallas Roy,
Operations Manager
Expected timeframe: TBC

Operation start date: TBC
Category of disaster: Orange
Host National Society: Lao PDR Red Cross Society
Number of people affected: 122,892 households
Number of people to be assisted: TBC
N° of National Societies currently involved in the operation (if available and relevant): LCS is working with
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC), and Swiss Red Cross
N° of other partner organizations involved in the operation (if available and relevant): National Disaster
Management Office
This bulletin is being issued for information only and reflects the current situation and details available
at this time. The Lao PDR Red Cross (LRC) with the support of the International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) is currently considering whether external assistance is required.
<click here to view the map of the affected area, or here for detailed contact information>

The situation
Since 29 August 2019, Tropical Storm (TS) Podul has crossed into Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR),
bringing rainfall and winds causing flash flooding affecting six provinces, namely: Attapeu, Chamapasak,
Khamoun, Salawa, Savanhkhet and Sekong. As of publication of this bulletin, flood waters have not receded, and
37 districts, and 1,187 villages are affected.
According to the National Disaster Management Office (NDMO), approximately 122,892 families have been
affected, of which 7,559 have been displaced and are seeking temporary shelter in 20 evacuation sites. Fourteen
deaths have also been reported. The flash flooding has caused damage to infrastructure and assets, including at
least two (2) health centres, six (6) bridges, 26 irrigation canals, 28 houses, and 78 schools affected.
The Social Welfare Department of Lao PDR has reported that emergency personnel from the military, police,
and health sectors, equipped with trucks, boats, vehicles, helicopters, tools, and other equipment, have been
deployed to the affected provinces to support the response. The Lao PDR Army has deployed 5,000 personnel
to support the response. The NDMO has mobilized food and non-food items (NFI); and has released emergency
funding, while District and Provincial Governments are continuing to conduct needs assessments. A request for
assistance has also been issued to the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster
Management (AHA Centre) and they are in the process of mobilizing relief items comprising, family kits, jerry
cans, kitchen kits, mosquito nets, and personal hygiene kits. The AHA Centre have also activated their
Emergency Response and Assessment Team for possible deployment.

Red Cross and Red Crescent action
Since the onset of the flooding, the Lao PDR Red Cross (LRC) is supporting District and Provincial Governments
with evacuations, data collection and coordination. The National Headquarters (NHQ) has deployed a rescue
team (two staff and 12 volunteers) to Champasak province, which has to date assisted the evacuation of 39
families. LRC has received bilateral funding from the Swiss Red Cross as well as cash and in-kind support from
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local partners; and is in the process of developing a plan of action which will detail the requirements needed for
the response.
IFRC Lao PDR operation office has participated in coordination meetings with LRC and Partner National Societies
(SRC) to request information on the plan of action, priorities and planning for further response. There is continuous
communication and coordination with the IFRC Country Cluster Support Team in Bangkok and the IFRC Asia
Pacific Regional Office in Kuala Lumpur on monitoring the situation and consideration of whether external funding
will be required.

LRC is deploying rescue teams to support District and Provincial
governments with evacuation of those affected by the flooding in
six provinces. (Photo: LRC)

LRC rescue teams are in the process of evacuating 39 families
affected by flooding in Champasak province. (Photo: LRC)


Click here
1. Click here to see the map
2. Click here to return to the title page

Contact information
For further information, specifically related to this operation please contact:
In Lao PDR Red Cross
• Khamhoung Heuangvongsy, president; phone: +856 21 216 610
• Dr. Kaviphone Southy, director, DM department; phone: +856 20 5561 5941; email: southy_lrc@yahoo.com
In IFRC Lao PDR Operations Office
• Dallas Roy, operations manager in Lao PDR; email: dallas.roy@ifrc.org
In IFRC Country Cluster Support Team (CCST) Bangkok Office
• Christopher Rassi, head of CCST; email: christopher.rassi@ifrc.org
• Nguyen Hungha, manager, community safety resilience; email: hungha.nguyen@ifrc.org
In the IFRC Regional Office for Asia Pacific, Kuala Lumpur
•
Mohammedomer Mukhier, deputy regional director; email: mohammedomer.mukhier@ifrc.org
•
Necephor Mghendi, head of disaster and crises unit; email: necephor.mghendi@ifrc.org
•
David Fogden, operations coordinator; email: david.fogden@ifrc.org
•
Riku Assamaki, regional logistics coordinator; email: riku.assamaki@ifrc.org
•
Rosemarie North; regional communications manager; email: rosemarie.north@ifrc.org
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In IFRC Geneva
•
Nelson Castano, manager, operations coordination programme; email: nelson.castano@ifrc.org
For IFRC Resource Mobilization and Pledges support
•
Alice Ho, partnership in emergencies coordinator; email: RM.AsiaPacific@ifrc.org
For Performance and Accountability support (planning, monitoring, evaluation and reporting enquiries)
• Liew Siew Hui, PMER manager; email: siewhui.liew@ifrc.org

How we work
All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian Charter and
Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. The
IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian activities by
National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby contributing to the
maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world.
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