Information bulletin
Papua New Guinea: Volcanoes Eruptions

Glide n°
Date of disaster: 26 June 2019

Date of issue: 29 June 2019
Point of contact: Uvenama Rova, Secretary
General, PNGRCS
Expected timeframe: -

Operation start date: Host National Society: PNG Red Cross Society
Number of people affected: approximately 14,822
Number of people to be assisted:
N° of National Societies currently involved in the operation (if available and relevant): N° of other partner organizations involved in the operation (if available and relevant): -

This bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the current situation and details available
at this time. The Papua New Guinea Red Cross Society (PNGRCS), with the support of the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), has yet to determined that external
assistance requirement.

The situation
Ulawun Volcano eruption
On
26
June
2019
at
approximately 04:00 hours
local time, the Ulawun volcano,
about 130 km (81 miles)
southwest of the township of
Rabaul, East New Britain, has
been observed continuously
emitting ash plumes.
Darwin Volcanic Ash Advisory
Centre (VACC) has increased
the aviation colour code to
RED at 06:33 hours local time
on 26 June 2019. On 27 June
2019, the Darwin VACC stated
that current satellite imagery
indicated that the ash from the
volcano had dissipated and
there were no ongoing or new
eruptions.

Location of Ulawun Volcano, Papua New Guinea. (Photo: GoogleMap)

People living in the surrounding area of Ulawun Volcano were reported to have voluntarily evacuated the
surrounding area on Wednesday, 26 June 2019. No damage or casualties have been reported. Approximately
10,620 people have sheltered at least ten care centre sites, according to local-level government authorities in
Bialla, West New Britain as reported in UN Flash Update No.2. Another 427 people are in a single care centre in
East New Britain. As of date, no casualties have been reported.
Due to the possible ashfall which has been observed across Kimbe township, the authorities in West New Britain
have declared a provincial state of emergency and have activated their emergency response plan for Mount
Ulawun, including the establishment of a forward base in Bialla. All communities within a 20 kilometres radius of
the volcano were instructed to relocate to designated safe zones.
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Manam Volcano eruptions
Based on the report from Rabaul Volcanological Observatory, on 28 June 2019 from around 07:00 hours (Papua
New Guinean time), a volcanic activity was reported on a basaltic-andesitic stratovolcano1, Manam Volcano
(locally known as Manam Motu), in, Madang province, on the northeast coast of the mainland Papua New Guinea.
On 29 June 2019, as at 07:45 hours, local time, the volcano continues to erupt and emitting volcanic ash up to
4,572 meters (15,000 feets) and dispersing superheated pyroclastic flows to the west and northeast slopes of the
volcano. Manam Volcano is a basaltic-andesitic stratovolcano
On 28 June 2019, Volcanic Ash Advisory Center (VAAC) Darwin warned about a volcanic activity and ash plume
that rose up to estimated 50,000 ft (15,200 meters) altitude or flight level 500. The status at this point was 4 out
of 5. According to PNG Disaster Management Team (DMT) Secretariat Update No. 1, approximately 755
households (3,775 people) have moved to three care centres. The largest is Baliau with 447 households (2,235
people), followed by Kuluguma with 182 households (910 people), while 76 households (380 people) are staying
in Boda and 50 households (250 people) are staying in Iassa. Madang disaster authorities identified immediate
needs for food and water. The PNG National Disaster Centre is coordinating with provincial authorities to deliver
prepositioned relief supplies to Bogia and Manam island.

Manam volcano

Location of Manam Volcano, Manam Island, PapuaNew Guinea. (Photo: GoogleMap)

Red Cross and Red Crescent action
PNGRCS with the support from IFRC is monitoring the situation as soon as the volcano eruption warning was
raised, in accordance with standard operating procedures. PNGRCS is communicating with its chapters for
continuous information through their network of staff and volunteers. Initially evacuations were conducted
voluntarily by affected population in Ulawun area to the safer areas.
PNGRCS communicated with its chapters for information through their network of staff and volunteers. PNGRCS
relief team has arrived in Bialla together with Pacific Disaster Center (PDC), International Organization for
Migration (IOM) and Salvation Army to distribute relief items. As of date, PNGRCS is distributing 40 tarpaulins,
400 blankets, 592 water containers, 300 mosquito nets and 10 hygiene kits to the affected population.
IFRC Country Office in PNG is also monitoring the situation and in close coordination with PNGRCS and continue
gathering information from the relevant media reports to be shared with partners both inside and outside of the
country. The IFRC Country Office is keeping Partner National Societies informed and maintaining close contact
with the IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office in Kuala Lumpur should further support is required.

Basaltic-andesitic stratovolcano – a complex composite volcano that is conical-shaped volcano built up by many layers of
hardened lava, tephra, pumice and ash.
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Contact information
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:
•
•
•
•

Papua New Guinea Red Cross Society: Uvenama Rova, secretary general;
email: secgen@redcross.org.pg; uvr6057@gmail.com
IFRC PNG Country Office: Udaya Regmi, Head of country office; mobile: +675 7543 6368;
email: udaya.regmi@ifrc.org
IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office: Necephor Mghendi, head of disaster and crises unit;
email: necephor.mghendi@ifrc.org
IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office: Brindha Dorai, operations coordinator;
email: OpsCoord.Pacific@ifrc.org

For Resource Mobilization and Pledges:
•

IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office: Alice Ho, resource mobilization in emergency coordinator;
email: alice.ho@ifrc.org

For Performance and Accountability (planning, monitoring, evaluation and reporting enquiries)
•

IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office: Fadzli Saari, acting PMER manager;
email: fadzli.saari@ifrc.org

How we work
All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief and the
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering
assistance to the most vulnerable. The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote
at all times all forms of humanitarian activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and
alleviating human suffering, and thereby contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human
dignity and peace in the world.

