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Date of Disaster: Fires in multiple locations, since late July Glide №:  WF-2021-000104-HUN 

N° of National Societies engaged in response operations (as of 13 August, based information available at the time):  

Albanian Red Cross, Bulgarian Red Cross, Hellenic Red Cross, Italian Red Cross, Red Cross of North Macedonia, 

Russian Red Cross, Spanish Red Cross, Turkish Red Crescent1  

 

 
Hellenic Red Cross samaritan teams are supporting firefighting efforts on the island of Evia. Photo: Hellenic Red Cross 

 

This bulletin is being issued for information only and reflects the current situation and details available as 13 August. The 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) has already allocated CHF 208,000 from its 

Disaster Relief and Emergency Fund (DREF) to support the Italian Red Cross in its response to affected households in 

Sardinia and is in close contact with the Red Cross of North Macedonia for DREF support. IFRC is closely monitoring the 

situation and is in close contact with affected National Societies to identify any need for support. At this point IFRC is 

not seeking funding or other assistance from donors for this operation, at the same time strongly encourages all 

interested parties to contribute to DREF replenishment. Also, National Societies might accept direct assistance 

to provide support to the affected population. In case you wish to offer any kind of support, please consult IFRC Regional 

Office for Europe Partnerships and Resource Development Team.   

 
1 The list of countries and National Societies mentioned in this report is not exhaustive, and there may be other National Societies responding 

to the current situation. This report is based on the information available as of 13 August 2021. Future updates may include information on 

additional National Societies responding to the fires in their respective countries. 
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The situation – overview 
 

The Mediterranean region is currently experiencing its worst heatwave in decades, while the fire outbreak 

since July has continued to spread to more countries and to burn larger areas, the firefighting operations 

are mobilizing additional resources in attempts to contain the fires. According to a European Commission 

press release, the EU Civil Protection Mechanism continues to channel support to help combat 

unprecedented forest fires in Greece and the rest of the Mediterranean. Following requests from Greece, 

North Macedonia, Albania, Italy and Turkey, the European Union has now helped mobilize 14 firefighting 

planes, 3 helicopters, some 1,300 rescuers and 250 vehicles. In Greece alone, 9 planes, close to 1,000 

firefighters and 200 vehicles are currently engaged in responding to the wildfires. In Siberia, so far almost 

23 million acres have burnt down; resulting in one of the biggest climate-related challenges this year for the 

country. The most devastating situation is reported to have occurred in Greece; the fires in North Macedonia 

and Italy remain alarming, while Turkey has managed to put out almost 300 fires.  

 

 
Figure 1 - Active fires and thermal anomalies (NASA FIRMS) as of 12th of August  

With the mobilization of European efforts, such as firefighting planes and thousands of volunteers, several 

fires were successfully contained in Albania, Bulgaria, Italy, Greece and Turkey, but many are still active 

despite continuous work. Even though there have been human casualties, the majority of people are 

suffering from minor injuries, though the psychological effects are yet unknown, and the loss of livelihoods 

will have a long-lasting socioeconomic impact on affected households. In Greece, many fear that the 

destruction of the mountainous region around Athens will lead to further temperature increase and leave 

citizens unprotected from floods in the near future. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_4121
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/12/wildfire-smoke-in-siberia-brings-stay-at-home-instruction
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Wildfires have been present every year in the Mediterranean, to some extent as important elements of a 

functioning of ecosystem. However, the fires this year have destroyed excessive forest areas and other 

ecosystems, which will take years to recover. Industries that depend on forests in the Europe region (wood, 

paper, fuel) may also be severely impacted if the fires continue to increase in intensity and frequency. 

Desertification, especially in Southern Europe, can be another long-term consequence of excessive 

wildfires. It would lead to significant loss of agricultural production, affecting hundreds of thousands of 

households and adding to food shortages.  

 

According to the European Forest Fire Information System, the number of fires in 2021 largely exceeded 

previous year averages. 

 

 
Figure 2 - Comparison of the number of fires (2008-2021, EFFIS) 

 

 
The Red Cross and Red Crescent National Societies have been providing their support since the onset of 

the wildfires. Their main activities consist of first aid, the distribution of life saving items including food, 

water, and livestock fodder, as well as hygiene kits, clothing, vehicles and psychosocial assistance. Other 

international actors have also mobilized their resources (firefighting planes and other vehicles, financial 

support) in an effort to extinguish the fires and ease the effects on affected population. 

 

Heatwaves and Climate Change 
 

The recently published report by the United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

confirmed that changes in climate are the underlying causes of the prolonged droughts and record-

breaking heatwaves that fuel the wildfires across the Europe region. The IPCC report again emphasizes 

the undeniable fact that the rapidly increasing temperature is largely the result of human activities, and 

thus calls for an urgent need for change. Humans have been contributing to the unprecedented warming 

of the climate over the past 50 years, and the region is already experiencing its disastrous consequences. 

The temperature in Sicily has reached 48.8°C, which is categorized as ‘hot temperature extreme’, 

defined by the IPCC as ‘the daily maximum temperatures over land that were exceeded on average once 

in a decade or once in 50 years during the 1850–1900 reference period’. 

 

Five scenarios are considered with different levels of emissions in the report, and the global temperature 

will continue to increase under each scenario at least until the mid-century.  

The IPCC has also raised awareness about the likelihood of prolonged and more frequent heatwaves that 

will engender wildfire seasons with higher intensity, even in countries where they were less common 

before.  

 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/forest-fires-in-southern-europe-destroy-much-more-than-trees
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Full_Report.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Full_Report.pdf
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An intense heatwave will continue affecting the southern region of Europe and the Russian Federation. 

Italy, Spain, Serbia, North Macedonia, Albania, Romania, Bulgaria, and Greece are still the worst affected 

by the extreme and dry heatwave, as reported by Europe Weather.  

 

As of 1 August 2021 (Figure 4), most of Southern Europe (particularly Portugal, Spain, Greece), the Balkan 

region, Turkey, and Russian Federation were characterised by a "very high" or "extreme" fire danger based 

on the Fire Weather Index (FWI)2. The situation in Greece has been particularly challenging as the country  

is under one of its worse heatwaves in decades following months of drought which has further complicated 

firefighting efforts.   

 

Forecasts developed for 19 August 2021 (Figure 5) show that the situation may possibly deteriorate 

in France, southern parts of Germany and the UK, Czechia, Central Poland and Eastern Ukraine, 

while the Balkan countries should experience some improvement and weather normalisation. The 

countries in the southern part of the region, the most affected by the abnormally high 

temperatures, will most likely remain classified as in “high” to “extreme high” fire danger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 The Fire Weather Index (FWI) is a meteorologically based index used worldwide to estimate fire danger. It consists of different 

components that account for the effects of fuel moisture and wind on fire behaviour and spread. The higher the FWI is, the more 

favourable the meteorological conditions to trigger a wildfire are.  

 
A Red Crescent nurse is treating a man with an eye injury caused by the smoke. Photo: Turkish Red Crescent. 

 

https://www.severe-weather.eu/europe-weather/most-intense-heatwave-summer-2021-forecast-mk
https://climate.copernicus.eu/fire-weather-index
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Figure 3 and 5  

Fire Weather Index 

(EFFIS) 
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Situation Update per Country 
For the most up to date information provided by National Societies please refer to their field reports on 

IFRC GO, available via the below links.  

For prior situation update as of 5 August 2021, please see Information Bulletin no. 1 – Europe: Wildfires 

via this link. 

Albania 

Bulgaria 

Greece 

Italy 

North Macedonia 

Russian Federation / Republic of Karelia 

Turkey 

 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action3 
 

Albania 
Number of People Assisted as of 12 August: N/A 

 

The Albanian Red Cross is closely following up on the current situation through local branches in affected 

areas and is conducting awareness-raising through social media for preventing behaviors that increase the 

risk of fires, and to help avoid going out during the high temperatures.  

 

Bulgaria 
Number of People Assisted as of 12 August: 500 
 

The Bulgarian Red Cross maintains constant contact with the responsible national and local authorities 

regarding the needs of the population affected by the fires as well as to support firefighters. NS teams are 

providing psychosocial support (PSS) as well as water, relief and food items distribution. More and more 

Bulgarian Red Cross branches are included in the provision of support to firefighters in the affected regions, 

such as the Disaster Management team and the Mountain Rescue Service deployed to the wildfire in 

Borovets. Additionally, the NS continues to operate water distribution points for the general public and to 

disseminate awareness-raising messages. 

 

Greece 
Number of People Assisted as of 12 August: N/A 

 

In all 3 affected areas and after the first hours of the wildfires, Hellenic Red Cross teams are on the frontline 

with more than 180 volunteers and 15 vehicles, helping the fire extinguishing, supporting the evacuation 

procedure and also providing first aid and psychological support. HRC volunteers are also collecting, 

stocking and distributing food, water, and other supplies to firefighters, others involved, and people 

affected. HRC volunteers also participated in a search and rescue event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 For full details of the NS information products, please click on the link contained in the country names. 

https://www.ifrc.org/docs/Appeals/21/IB_Europe_Wildfires05082021.pdf
https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14603
https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14626
https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14615
https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/5451#details
https://prddsgofilestorage.blob.core.windows.net/api/sitreps/5468/Information_bulletin_2_fires_N.Macedonia_9_August_2021.pdf
https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14598
https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14612
https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14603
https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14626
https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14615
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Italy 
Number of People Assisted as of 12 August: 1,500 

 

The Italian Red Cross has been responding to the wildfires in Sardinia from the beginning of the emergency. The 

National Society started a nationwide emergency response, transporting about 170,000 kg of fodder, a 

coordination team and a wildfire-fighting vehicle, for safety reasons. The vehicles, coming from Northern and 

Central Italy, will move to 4 distribution points in Sardinia before the end of the week, more information on this 

link. Additionally, a needs assessment is ongoing, including aerial assessment for a better understanding of 

damage extension. 

 

The Italian Red Cross has received support from the IFRC through the Disaster Relief Emergency Fund)to 

contribute to the provision of humanitarian assistance to about 100 farms, total of 200 families/ 600 people, 

mainly owners and workers in the affected areas, over the period of 4 months. The operation aims to reach 

people in need of livelihoods and shelter support, mainly through Voucher Assistance and initial emergency in-

kind distribution of fodder (to support cattle). The total allocation is CHF 208,280.  

 

North Macedonia 
Number of People Assisted as of 12 August: over 5,000 
 

The Red Cross of the Republic of North Macedonia is providing immediate support to the state emergency 

response teams since 2 August. RC teams are providing support in putting down fires and the National Society 

is conducting a field assessment and collecting and processing information obtained from local branches and 

the state institutions. In the disaster-affected regions, the branches of the National Society mobilized the 

emergency response teams and they are providing logistics support and distributing water, food and hygiene 

items, blankets and mattresses. The Red Cross of RNM opened 5 SOS telephone lines for psychological 

first aid for the affected population from the fires. 

 

The following items have been distributed as of 10 August: 
Region/location Food parcels Hygiene parcels Water bottles Blankets Mattresses 

Berovo/Pehchevo 500 500 3,992 - 50 

Kumanovo 100 100 2,592 400 50 

Delchevo 100 100 4,224 400 20 

Kochani 100 100 2,592 400 50 

Kriva Palanka 50 50 1,272 100 10 

Budinarci (village) - - 600 - - 

Otoshnica 10 - 128 - - 

TOTAL      

 

Based on the National society’s request, A DREF allocation to support the Red Cross of the Republic of 

North Macedonia’s response is currently under development.   

 

Russian Federation / Republic of Karelia 
Number of People Assisted as of 12 August: at least 120 
 

There have been no updates since the publishing of the Information Bulletin no. 1 on 5 August. Please refer to 

the document through this link. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/5451#reports
https://www.facebook.com/33327548320/posts/10158462112993321/?flite=scwspnss
https://prddsgofilestorage.blob.core.windows.net/api/sitreps/5468/Information_bulletin_2_fires_N.Macedonia_9_August_2021.pdf
https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14598
https://www.ifrc.org/docs/Appeals/21/IB_Europe_Wildfires05082021.pdf
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Turkey 
Number of People Assisted as of 13 August: over 596,000 

 
Since the beginning of the wildfires on 28 July, the Turkish Red Crescent set up crisis desks in the affected 

regions and mobilized 2,590 staff members (including disaster response specialists) as well as 11,306 

volunteers. The Turkish Red Crescent has delivered food assistance and humanitarian aid to more than 

596,000 persons in need. TRC teams are operating in 169 distribution points. 

 

The activities undertaken by the Turkish Red Crescent disaster response teams include: 

- distribution of hot meals through mobile kitchen units, distribution of food baskets, ready to eat 

meals, drinking water and beverages, 

- distribution of clothing items and hygiene sets, 

- provision of psychosocial support and assistance, 

- first aid assistance has been provided by Turkish Red Crescent staff to residents suffering from 

minor wounds and the effects of the wildfires. 

 

TRC volunteers will also mobilize for the reforestation and the expansion of the forest areas under the 

coordination of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. 

 

31 different Turkish Red Crescent branches located throughout the affected provinces have also been actively 

involved in the provision and delivery of the below stated relief materials.  

 

Type of assistance Number of services provided  Type Amount 

Food assistance: 596,000 people supported as of 13 August  Vehicles deployed 

Hot meal distribution 319,000 hot meals  Passenger vehicles 121 

Ready to eat rations 241,000 units  Fire monitoring vehicles 11 

Snacks 156,167 units  Minivans 12 

Food basket 100 pieces  Trucks 13 

Water 351,892 litres (624,822 units)  Communication vehicles 7 

Beverages 193,630 units  Field coordination vehicle 1 

Clothing distributed 660 sets  Mobile kitchens  26 

Hygiene sets distributed 2,700  Catering Units 31 

   Response vehicles 261 

 

IFRC Country Delegations and Regional Office action  
 

➢ The Information Bulletin no. 1 – Europe: Wildfires has been published on 5 August 2021 and is available 

via this link. 

➢ A DREF allocation request to support the Italian RC response in Sardinia has been approved on 8 August 

for the amount of CHF 208,280. 

➢ A DREF allocation request to support Red Cross of the Republic of North Macedonia is under 

development.  

➢ IFRC Country Delegations in Turkey and Greece are in in close communication and coordination with 

the Turkish Red Crescent Society and Hellenic Red Cross respectively and are ready to support if 

required. 

➢ IFRC Country Cluster Delegation in Moscow is in close communication and coordination with the 

Russian RC and is ready to support if required. 

➢ Wildfires have been leading news bulletins across Europe. On 2 August the IFRC Regional Office has 

published a press release, and the Regional Director has given an interview to Thomson Reuters.  Key 

messages, photos and videos have also been shared via the IFRC Newswire and regular updates have 

https://go.ifrc.org/reports/14612
https://www.ifrc.org/docs/Appeals/21/IB_Europe_Wildfires05082021.pdf
https://adore.ifrc.org/Download.aspx?FileId=436608
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/hundreds-of-red-cross-red-crescent-volunteers-responding-to-wildfires-across-europe/
https://news.trust.org/item/20210804130304-t5h0j/
https://twitter.com/i/events/1422920759379439617
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been posted on social media platforms. IFRC Humanitarian Advisor based in Athens has been 

interviewed by Sky News and ABC Australia.  

➢ IFRC ROE PRD Team has been continuously responding to donors’ queries and requests and directed 

them to relevant country counterparts. Donors have been kept updated on latest developments, as 

per needs.  

 

Contact information – IFRC Regional Office for Europe 
 

For further information specifically related to these operations please contact: 

• Antoine BELAIR, Head of Disasters Climate and Crises (a.i.), Antoine.BELAIR@ifrc.org, 

+41227304281 

For Resource Mobilization and Pledges: 

• Andrej NARICYN, Head of Partnerships and Resource Development, Andrej.NARICYN@ifrc.org, 

For communications/ media inquiries:  

• Corinne AMBLER, Communications Manager, Corinne.AMBLER@ifrc.org, +36704306506  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How we work 

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian Charter 

and Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most 

vulnerable. The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of 

humanitarian activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, 

and thereby contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/SkyNews/status/1423727937862447112
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/newsradio/high-winds-hamper-efforts-to-control-greek/13494086
mailto:Antoine.BELAIR@ifrc.org
mailto:Andrej.NARICYN@ifrc.org
mailto:Corinne.AMBLER@ifrc.org
http://www.ifrc.org/Docs/idrl/I259EN.pdf
http://www.sphereproject.org/
http://www.sphereproject.org/

