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Country Profile: 
Palestinian Autonomous and Occupied Territories (Palestinian AT/OT) 

(Back to Appeal 2004) 
 
Geographic overview 
West Bank: Located in the Middle East, west of Jordan. Borders Israel (307 km) and Jordan (97 km). 
Area is 5,860 sq. km. The West Bank was occupied by Israel in 1967. Currently, there are 231 Israel 
settlements in the West Bank.  

Gaza Strip: Located in the Middle East, bordering the Mediterranean Sea (40 km), between Egypt (11 
km) and Israel (51 km). Area is 360 sq. km. Gaza Strip was occupied by Israel in 1967. 

Both West Bank and Gaza Strip reflect historical as well as cross-cultural influences that continue to 
affect the way of life today. Palestine has gained through history religious, cultural and economical 
importance due to its location that joins the three continents of the ancient world. 

Population 

Palestinians are direct descendants of the Arab people, thus sharing with the Arabs their culture, 
language and history. During the past 55 years, the Palestinian people have had to endure a continuous 
political struggle and instability. The majority of the Palestinian people live in the Diaspora. Palestinians 
number approximately 8 million of which 3.5 million are conflict-displaced refugees living in 
neighboring countries and 3.2 million are residing in West Bank and Gaza Strip. Over a million 
Palestinians live in their native towns and villages in present-day Israel (occupied 1948). (For more 
details, see Basic Indicators below.) 

Climate: Hot, dry summers and short, wet, and cool winters.  

Working hours: Most local institutions have a six-day workweek, with Friday being the official day 
off. Hours of work are from 08:00 until 15:00.  

Direct Dial Country Code: Palestine has its own country code +970. 

Economic Context 

Politically: The economic growth and development patterns in Palestinian AT/OT A/OT have to a great 
extent been dictated by the Israeli economy. As a result, the Palestinian economy became dependent on 
the Israeli economy and isolated from the rest of the world. Additionally, a large portion of the 
Palestinian labor force relies on jobs in the Israeli market. 

The Israeli occupation: Throughout the occupation period and since 1967, the domestic production 
patterns in the Palestinian AT/OT A/OT were shaped by the needs of the Israeli market and trade 
priorities. Interaction with the Arab markets was limited. This had created a situation whereby the single 
most important source of household income is the earnings in Israel, most of which was then re-
channeled into consumption of Israeli imports. From 1970 until early 1980’s, the Palestinian economy 
grew steadily. In the mid 1980’s, it entered into chronic stagnation, which lasted until the early 1990’s. 

Al-Aqsa Up-rising: Since the end of September 2000 until present date, the Palestinian AT/OT A/OT 
under the PNA jurisdiction has been subject to a combination of border closures, Israeli Military 
incursions and mobility restrictions imposed by Israel. These restrictions were the most severe since 
1967. The immediate and direct impact has been job losses, reduction of income of the private sector, 
reduction of private investments, and direct physical damage to private and public assets.  

 

Palestinian Population in Diaspora 
The two Israeli-Arab wars in 1948 and 1967 were accompanied by two migration waves of the 
Palestinian population to countries neighboring Palestinian AT/OT. In 2002, the number of Palestinian 
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refugees registered by UNRWA was around 4 million. Of these, more than one third live in refugee 
camps, while the rest reside in towns, cities and communities. Approximately, 42% were in Jordan, 22% 
in Gaza, 16% in the West Bank, 10% in Syria and 10% in Lebanon. 

According to UNRWA statistics in June 2001, there were 382,000 registered Palestinian refugees living 
in Lebanon, of whom 215,000 resided in 12 refugee camps. This is in addition to an unknown number 
of unregistered refugees. 

In Syria, there are 400,000 registered Palestinian refugees. About 30% inhabit 10 refugee camps 
recognized by UNRWA. Palestinians in Syria enjoy living conditions that are similar to that of the 
Syrian population. Both populations have equal rights in all aspects of life. (See 
http://www.badil.org/Publications/Majdal/1999/4_12.htm ) 

Yet, in Egypt the status of the Palestinian population differs from that in Syria and Lebanon. 
Palestinians in Egypt are not living in camps, but scattered within the Egyptian population, mainly 
located in poor neighborhoods. While there are no accurate statistics about the Palestinian population in 
Egypt, it is estimated that their number exceeds 80,000 persons. 

The Palestinian population in Iraq is living outside the UNRWA area. They come within the remit of the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). According to the PCBS, the Palestinian population in 
Iraq is estimated at 62,000 persons. 

In Jordan, refugees and conflict displaced Palestinian population are now living in 13 refugee camps. 
Ten are recognized by UNRWA and the rest are taken care for by the Jordanian government. Only 13% 
of the refugees live in camps. The remaining has been integrated elsewhere in Jordan with the Jordanian 
community.  

Information about the health and social situation of the Palestinian population in the Diaspora is lacking. 
In 2003, Fafo published the results of a survey carried out in 1999 on the living conditions of Palestinian 
refugee population in Lebanon (Fafo report #409). On the other hand, UNRWA provides regularly 
demographic data about the registered refugee population only, whereby, the unregistered refugee 
population gets slight consideration.  
 
Basic indicators 

 Indicator Palestinian AT/OT 
Palestinian 

Population in 
Lebanon 

Palestinian 
Population in 

Syria 
Total Population Total: 3,298,9511 

West Bank: 2,102,360 
Gaza Strip: 1,196,591 

382,000 registered 
refugees2 
25,000 unregistered 
refugees 

400,000 
registered 
refugees 

Surface area West Bank: 5860 sq. km 
Gaza Strip: 360 sq. km 

12 refugee camps 
 

 

Population density West Bank: 347/km2 
Gaza Strip: 3,161/km2 

  

Annual 
Population growth 
rate 

3.9 – 4.3 %3 4-5 %4  

Population 

Gender Ratio 1020 males per 1000 females5 981 males per 1000 
females6 

 

 
                                                 
1 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, May, 2002 
2 UNRWA statistics, June 2001 
3 http://devdata.Worldbank.org/external/CPProfile  
4 Fafo report # 409 
5 Health Indicators in Palestinian AT/OT, HMIS, July, 2001 
6 Fafo report 409 
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 Indicator Palestinian AT/OT 
Palestinian 

Population in 
Lebanon 

Palestinian 
Population in 

Syria 
Total Fertility Rate West Bank: 3.8 children per woman 

Gaza Strip: 5.4 children per 
woman7 

3.0 children per 
woman8 

 

Infant Mortality 
Rate 

25.5 infants/1000 live birth9  
(WB: 24.4   Gaza: 27.3) 

32 infants per 1000 
live births10 

 

Under 5 mortality 
Rate 

28.7 per 1000 children11 
(WB: 27.2    Gaza: 31.2) 

37.3 children per 
1000 children12 

 

% 
Rural population 
Urban population 
Camp population 

WB                   Gaza13 
47.0                   5.4 
46.6                   63.5 
6.4                     31.1 

Mostly urban  

Population below 
15 years 

1,539,313 persons 
(46.6%)14 

30%  

Largest cities West Bank: Jerusalem, Ramallah, 
Nablus, Bethlehem, Hebron, 
Jericho, Jenin & Tulkarem. 
Gaza Strip: Gaza city, Rafah, Khan 
Younis & Der El-Balah. 

12 refugee camps: 
Rashidieh, Al-Buss, 
Burj Shamali, Mar 
Elias, Qassmieh, Ain 
El-Hilweh, Mieh 
Mieh, Wavel, Nahr 
El-Bared, Badawi, 
Burj Barajneh, & 
Shatila. 

10 official camps: 
Khan Eshieh, 
Khan Danon, 
Sabeena, Qabr 
Esit, Dera’a 
Jaramana, Dera’a 
emergency, 
Homs, Hama, & 
Neirab 

Religion Muslims: 97% 
Christians: 3% 

Muslim majority Muslim majority 

Life expectancy 71.8315 
Male: 70.27 
Female: 73.43 

  

Population
. …Cont’d 

Authority Palestinian National Authority   
GDP (US$ billions) 4.0   
GDP growth-
annual  

-16.0%   

GDP per capita 
annual growth % 

-19.5%   

% Of GDP: 
- Agriculture 
- Industry 
- Services 

 
7.8 
17.4 
74.9 

  

Economic
16 

Average annual 
growth: 
- Agriculture 
- Industry 
- Services 

 
 
-6.4 
-31.0 
-5.2 

  

                                                 
7 Health Indicators in Palestinian AT/OT, HMIS, July, 2001 
8 Fafo report 409 
9 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, May, 2002 
10 Fafo report 409 
11 http://devdata.Worldbank.org/external/CPProfile 
12 Fafo report 409 
13 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1997 
14 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, May, 2002 
15 Health Indicators in Palestinian AT/OT, HMIS, July, 2001 
16 World Bank Group report 2001 
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 Indicator Palestinian AT/OT 
Palestinian 

Population in 
Lebanon 

Palestinian 
Population in 

Syria 
Economic. 
… cont’d 

Trade: (US$ 
millions) 
- Total exports 
- Total imports 

 
 
472 
1,724 

  

% of GDP 
expenditure on 
health 

6.5%17   

Maternal Mortality 
rate 

37.3 per 100,000 births18   

Top 5 causes of 
mortality <5 (%) 
1. Conditions in 
prenatal period. 
2. Congenital 
malformation 
3. Pneumonia & 
other respiratory 
diseases 
4. Infectious 
diseases 
5. Sudden infant 
death syndrome 

WB              Gaza19 
9.3                   43.1 
 
19.1   23.6 
 
11.3  3.2 
 
 
9.3 3.0 
 
7.8                    3.7 

  

Children under-
weight for age (% 
under age 5) 

West Bank: 4.3% 
Gaza Strip: 13.3 %20 

5% of children 1-3 
years old are 
malnourished21 

 

Number of PHC 
centers 

595 centers22   

Health 

Population per 
hospital bed 

69223   

Education Illiteracy (% of 
population age 
15+) 

1424 9% of males 
22% of females25 

 

 
 

                                                 
17 Health Indicators in Palestinian AT/OT, HMIS, July, 2001 
18 Health Indicators in Palestinian AT/OT, HMIS, July, 2001 
19 Palestinian AT/OT Ministry of Health- annual report 2001 
20 Nutritional assessment of West Bank & Gaza Strip, September 2002, CARE International, USAID, Johns Hopkins 
University & Al-Quds University 
21 Fafo: Living conditions of Palestinian Refugees in Camps and Gatherings in Lebanon 
22 Health Indicators in Palestinian AT/OT, HMIS, July, 2001 
23 Health Indicators in Palestinian AT/OT, HMIS, July, 2001 
24 World Bank group 
25 Fafo: Living conditions of Palestinian Refugees in Camps and Gatherings in Lebanon 
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Effects of Al-Aqsa Up-rising on the Palestinian population in West Bank and Gaza Strip 
 
Current situation:  

• Continued Israeli military occupation. 
• Siege and closures continue to affect the health, social and economic spheres of the 

Palestinian society. 
• Recent OCHO survey found 396 Israeli Army checkpoints, road blocks, dirt mounds 

and ditches that have restricted the movement of people around the West Bank. 
• Construction of the separation wall between West Bank and Israel, thus isolating large 

tracts of lands from their owners, and impacting on access to medical, health, social and 
educational services. (Most effects are visible in Qalqilia, North of West bank. 

 
Indicators point to more intense and prolonged conflict: 

• Violence against civilians, targeted killings, house demolitions in addition to land 
confiscations for settlement expansion continue at alarming rate. 

• Israeli government decision to deport President Yasser Arafat. 
• Isolation of whole communities 

 
See http://www.palestinercs.org/Presentation%20PowerPoint%20July%202002%20web_files/frame.htm  
Effects of Al-Aqsa Up-rising on the Palestinian population in West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Total Deaths 2,479 
Deaths among children under 18 years 418 
Deaths among children under 12 105 
Deaths among women 141 
Injuries 23,627 
Attacks on Ambulances 259 
Damage to ambulances 118 
# of ambulances damaged beyond repair 28 
# of attacks on Emergency teams 299 
PRCS personnel injured 192 
PRCS staff killed 3 
# of violations and restrictions of ambulance 
access 

1080 

# of EMS Personnel & volunteers arrested 
since the invasion of Gaza & West Bank- 
starting March 29,2002 

80 
One remains in detention) 

Total curfew hours in cities starting June 18, 
2002 to Midnight September 20, 2003 

24,984 

Home demolitions 4,046 
Increase in poverty rate Before Al-Aqsa Up-rising: 21% (637,000 persons) 

December 2002: 60% (2,000,000 persons) 
 
Impact of current crisis 

• Decline in family income due to increasing unemployment. 
• Decreased access to emergency medical and health care services. 
• Drugs, medical supplies and equipment in short supply in some locations and exist in 

certain abundance in others due to difficulty to transport goods. 
• Immunization program interrupted. 
• Ministry of Health operating at reduced capacity due to curfews and closures. 
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• Increased morbidity and mortality among vulnerable groups (women in labor, 
newborns, and elderly suffering from chronic diseases. 

• Public health disaster zones, resulting from inadequate and /or complete lack of 
sanitation measures including lack or unavailability of clean water sources. 

• Threat of infectious diseases outbreaks. 
• Need to address the health needs of the Internally Displaced / homeless persons in Gaza 

and the West Bank. 
 
Humanitarian needs and response: 
Since the outbreak of Al-Aqsa up-rising in September 2000, the overall socio-economic infrastructure 
and the security situation have steadily deteriorated. This situation had created acute humanitarian needs 
for the Palestinian population in Gaza and West Bank, which had forced the population to become 
increasingly dependant on international assistance. 

The major institutions that are providing humanitarian assistance in the above-described context are: 

UNRWA: Responsible for the Palestinian refugee population in the sectors of health, education and 
social assistance. 

ICRC: Mainly carried out activities related to protection (visits to prisons & detention centers), health, 
assistance to the most vulnerable in terms of food and hygiene parcels, training in the field of mines 
awareness, and support to the Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS). 

WFP: Initiated an emergency operation in 2002, to feed some half a million Palestinians living outside 
the refugee camps. Assistance was provided to hardship cases, poverty-stricken families and social 
cases. 

PRCS: Adapted its plans in order to respond to urgent and immediate population needs. Provided free 
ambulance services, medical and psycho-social hotlines, medical mobile teams, training of volunteers, 
upgrading of equipment in PHC and EMS centers and hospitals, and established a rapid damage 
assessment system. Activities were closely coordinated with ICRC. 

Local NGOs: Expanded their PHC services, some had initiated ambulance services and mobile health 
clinics.  


