
 
Austria Federal Act on the number, the powers and the establishment 
of the Federal Ministries (Federal Ministries Act 1986 –BMG - 
Bundesministeriengesetz) 
 
F. FEDERAL MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR 
  
1. Matters of public safety, to the extent they are not within 
the responsibility of a different Federal Ministry. 
This also comprises in particular: 
Maintaining public law, order and safety; matters of 
restoration of subjective and objective safety of crime victims. 
Arms, ammunition and explosives, use of firearms, with the 
exception of military arms, firearms and ammunition as well as 
explosives and firearms for mining purposes. 
International police co-operation. 
Control of persons entering and leaving the federal territory; 
immigration and emigration. 
Aliens’ registration police and residence registration 
including matters of residents’ registers. 
Investigation of border incidents. 
Deportation, expulsion; matters concerning extradition and 
transit of extradited persons, to the extent they are not to be 
implemented by authorities of the Ministry of Justice. 
Matters of refugees and the Independent Asylum Panel. 
Matters concerning the census. 
Matters concerning associations and assemblies. 
Matters of the press police including those regarding new 
media, to the extent not being part of the responsibility of penal 
law enforcement authorities. 
Matters of coats of arms. 
Matters of events of public entertainment. 
Passports, with the exception of diplomatic passports. 
Assistance in cases of natural disasters and accidents 
including matters concerning ambulances and fire brigades. 
Co-ordination in matters of public crisis management and 
federal disaster relief management. 
Co-operation in case of critical situations resulting from 
particular incidents. 
International disaster relief. 
Matters of civil defence, to the extent they are not within 
the responsibility of the Ministry for Economic Affairs and Labour. 
Driver education and traffic statistics as well as procurement 
and maintenance of facilities for surveillance of road and street 
traffic within the framework of co-operation of organs of the 
Federal Police and Federal Gendarmerie (Country Police) concerning 
matters of traffic police. 
2. Matters concerning state borders, with the exception of their 
surveying and marking. 
3. Matters concerning the operation of the Federal Police and 
Federal Country Police and other police forces, to the extent they 
are not within the responsibility of a different Federal Ministry. 
4. Matters of citizenship and lex patriae. 
5. Matters of civil status of citizens and residents, to the 
extent not covered by the judicial authorities. 



This also comprises in particular: 
Matters of the right to bear a name, keeping the registers of 
civil status and administrative matters concerning marriages. 
6. Matters of elections, popular initiatives, referenda and 
plebiscites provided for by the Federal Constitution. 
7. Matters concerning the organization of the domestic 
administration in the Laender; 
8. Matters of municipalities and municipality associations, to 
the extent they are not within of the responsibility of a different 
Federal Ministry. 
9. Matters concerning foundations and trust funds, to the extent 
they are not within the responsibility of a different Federal 
Ministry. 
10. Matters concerning care for war graves. 
11. Matters concerning alternative service of conscientious 
objectors . 
12. Care for the Mauthausen Concentration Camp Memorial. 
13. Any matter of Federal administration not expressly assigned to 
a different Federal Ministry. 
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