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Resolution XXVI - The role of medical personnel in the preparation and execution of 
Red Cross emergency medical actions  

 

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross,  

aware of the great number of armed conflicts and natural disasters in which the National 
Societies, the ICRC and the League must provide emergency medical assistance,  

desiring the experience acquired by the Red Cross to be fully used in the better preparation of 
medical personnel and material,  

mindful of the Red Cross need to obtain for that purpose the services of experienced members 
of the health professions for the analysis of needs and for the planning, co-ordination, conduct 
and appraisal of emergency medical actions,  

bearing in mind Resolution XVII of the XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross 
recommending that the skills and knowledge of professionals be mobilised in the planning 
and implementation of all humanitarian activities,  

1. recommends the ICRC and the League to improve the instruction material to be made 
available to National Societies and to help the National Societies to train personnel for 
national and international emergency medical actions,  

2. urges the National Societies to follow the guidelines issued by the ICRC and/or the League 
when making medical personnel and material available to those two organizations,  

3. recommends each National Society wishing to participate in ICRC and League emergency 
medical actions to use for their preparation members of the health professions having the 
necessary experience of emergency medical action, who could also assess the work of 
returning teams and process their reports,  

4. recommends also each National Society undertaking a medical action in a country where 
neither the ICRC nor the League is operating to follow the rules and principles evolved by the 
International Red Cross and to entrust the planning and conduct of the action to experienced 
members of the health professions,  

5. requests all National Societies to participate in Red Cross national and international 
development programmes for emergency medical action. 


