
  

Information bulletin no
° 
2 Glide number no

° 
TC-2015-000168-PHL 

Date of issue:  18 December 2015 

Host National Society: Philippine Red Cross  

Number of people affected:  222,438 persons (76,796 families) in six cities, 139 municipalities in 
19 provinces [Source: NDRRMC] 

 

This bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the current situation. After the Typhoon 
Melor brought heavy to intense rains and strong winds over Central Philippines, the Philippine Red 
Cross (PRC) – with support of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC) – has already deployed rescue and assessment teams to assist affected families and determine 
the extent of the damage caused by the typhoon. Funding or other assistance from donors is not being 
sought at this time; however a Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) request is currently being 
considered to support the immediate relief needs of the affected population. 
 

<Click here for detailed contact information> 
 

The situation 
Typhoon Melor (locally known as 
Nona) entered the Philippine Area of 
Responsibility (PAR) in the morning of 12 
December and intensified into a Category 
3 typhoon the following day. According to 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA), Typhoon Melor made landfall 
over Batag Island, Northern Samar 
province on 14 December and then 
tracked slowly west making a total of five 
landfalls on the way before exiting the last 
land mass on 16 December. The typhoon 
then tracked northward along the west 
coast of Luzon. As of 18 December, 
Typhoon Melor was last sighted as a low 
pressure area west of the Philippine Sea. 
All storm signals along Melor's path were 
lifted 
 
At its peak Melor recorded maximum sustained winds of 150 km/h and gusts of up to 185 km/h, up to 4 metre 
storm surges along exposed coasts and heavy to intense rainfall within its 300 km diameter. 
 
The provincial and local governments conducted pre-emptive evacuations in coastal communities and in some 
mountainous areas with high risk of landslides. At the onset of early warning system, more than 742,991 people 
(165,554 families) from five regions were evacuated to evacuation centres, with majority (67 per cent) coming 
from the Albay province. 
 
The strong winds and rainfall impacted significantly on six cities, 139 municipalities in 19 provinces in 
floodwaters.  Four provinces and two cities in Regions III, IV-B, V and VIII have so far declared a state of 
calamity: Sorsogon, Northern Samar, Samar (Calbayog), Romblon (Corcuera), Oriental Mindoro (Calapan City, 
Pinamalayan) and Albay. Norther Samar was particularly hard hit with the highest number of damaged houses 
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totalling to 90,000. The latest report of the NDRRMC
1
 confirmed 17 people dead (including 4 children), 20 

injured and 3 missing. Over 132,000 houses were damaged, of which more than 23,600 are totally damaged.  
 
According to the government figures, about 35,400 families (156,900 people) remain inside 469 evacuation 
centers, including 208 schools, while another 41,400 families (151,300 people) are also displaced but stayed 
with host families and other places. 
 
Damage to agriculture is estimated at PhP 840 million (USD 17.7 million) and damage to infrastructure at PhP 
94.7 million (USD 2.0 million). Over PhP 44 million (USD 930,000) worth of relief assistance have been provided 
to the affected population by the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) and local authorities. 
The Department of Health (DOH) provided additional funding support to the field health offices and hospitals 
amounting to PhP 3 million (USD 63,000). 
 
As the Typhoon tracked 
north along the west coast 
of Luzon it brought heavy 
rains over Central Luzon, 
where Typhoon Koppu 
(local name: Lando) 
caused significant flooding 
in October. There were 
reports of floods in Nueva 
Ecija and Pangasinan.   
 
PAGASA is also monitoring 
tropical depression Onyok, 
which is expected to make 
landfall over Davao Oriental 
in the eastern part of 
Mindanao in the evening of 
18 December with maximum 
sustained winds of 55 kph 
near the center and move at 
a speed of 20 kph west.  
Although Onyok is predicted 
to stay as a tropical 
depression until it exits the 
Philippines on Sunday, 20 
December, PAGASA anticipates moderate to heavy amounts of rains in areas within the 150 km diameter of the 
tropical depression and could still cause damages that will require some form of humanitarian assistance as the 
rains are likely to cause flooding and landslides, including in areas already affected by Typhoon Melor. Public 
storm warning signal 1 has been raised in 14 provinces and pre-emptive evacuation being done along the 
predicted path of the typhoon. 
 
While there is no formal request for international assistance from the Government, members of the Philippines 
Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) along with local humanitarian partners are responding to bilateral requests 
for assistance from national and local levels through provision of non-food items (tarpaulins, hygiene kits, etc.) 
and mobilising other in-country resources.  
 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
 

The Philippine Red Cross (PRC) 
The PRC continues to monitor the typhoon through its operations centre and conditions on the ground via its 
wide chapter network. The PRC  Chapters  and  the Red  Cross  Red  Crescent  Movement partners  have  
been  alerted  and  have  continuously  received  updates  from  the  national  headquarters  (NHQ). PRC is also 
continuously coordinating with local governments in affected areas, the NDRRMC and in-country Movement 
partners.  
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The PRC NHQ has already deployed five assessment teams to the hardest-hit areas of Typhoon Melor 
(Mindoro, Sorsogon, and Romblon and 2 teams to Northern Samar) to assess the extent of the damage. An 
aerial survey is planned by PRC, IFRC and ICRC on 19 Dec.    
 
The PRC has increased its deployment and mobilized a total of 26 staff members and 174 volunteers for 
assessment, search and rescue and relief activities. As of reporting, 2,772 affected people in the affected 
provinces were provided with hot meals, while other chapters are also preparing to support the local 
governments. 31 welfare desks have been set up. The Haiyan operation team in Leyte is also preparing relief 
items and equipment to support affected families in Northern Samar. In Nueva Ecija and Pampanga areas of 
Luzon previously affect by Typhoon Koppu, the PRC NHQ deployed four water search and rescue teams with 
two 6x6 trucks and 4 rescue boats. 

 

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
The IFRC Country Office coordinates with the Disaster Management Services of PRC on rapid assessment and 
relief planning, and with the Disaster Management Unit of the Asia Pacific regional office in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. Aside from rapid assessments, IFRC also supports PRC with communications and information 
management.   
 
IFRC-supported preparedness stocks in the country comprise of tarpaulins and essential non-food items (jerry 
cans, blankets, sleeping mats, hygiene kits, and mosquito nets) for up to 20,000 families. These relief items are 
pre-positioned across several warehouses in Subic Bay, Mandaluyong City, Manila, and Cebu. The IFRC and 
PRC logistics are on standby to dispatch preparedness stocks as needed based. The IFRC Country Office has 
indicated that it can immediately support PRC with blankets, rigid jerry cans and sleeping mats – all sufficient to 
meet the needs of 5,000 families. 
 
As some of the areas are security sensitive, close coordination between PRC, IFRC and ICRC will ensure staff 
and volunteers working in these areas are well informed and protected. The PRC response was discussed with 
all Movement partners at a Movement coordination meeting on Wednesday, 16 December. IFRC also continues 
to attend HCT meeting and contribute as one of the key humanitarian actors in the country.     
 
IFRC are coordinating with PRC on their plan of action based on the needs assessments. At this time it’s 
considered likely that a DREF will be requested to support PRC with non-food items to the most affected 
areas. These areas will include those areas affected by Typhoon Melor and possibly areas affected by the 
tropical depression Onyok. 
 

 

Contact information 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

Philippine Red Cross:  

 Gwendolyn Pang, secretary-general; +63 2 525 5654; secgen@redcross.org.ph  

 

IFRC Philippines country delegation, Manila:  

 Kari Isomaa, head of delegation; +63 2 790 2301; kari.isomaa@ifrc.org  

 Patrick Elliott, operations manager, +63 998 961 2140; patrick.elliott@ifrc.org    

 

IFRC Asia Pacific regional office, Kuala Lumpur:  

 Martin Faller, head of operations; +60 3 9207 5700; martin.faller@ifrc.org   

 Necephor Mghendi, operations coordinator; +60 12 224 6796,  necephor.mghendi@ifrc.org  

 Patrick Fuller, communications manager; mobile: +60 12 230 8451; patrick.fuller@ifrc.org  
 

For planning, monitoring, evaluation and reporting (PMER) enquiries: 

 Peter Ophoff, Head of PMER, email: peter.ophoff@ifrc.org    
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

Click here 

1. Click here to return to the title page 
 

 

How we work 
All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian Charter 

and Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most 

vulnerable. The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of 

humanitarian activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, 

and thereby contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world.  

 


