
 

Information bulletin no. 1 Date of issue: 14 November 2015 

Date of disaster: 13 November 2015 

Host National Society: French Red Cross 

 
This bulletin is being issued for information only and reflects the current situation and details available 
at this time. The French Red Cross with the support of the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), has determined that external assistance is not required, and is therefore 
not seeking funding or other assistance from donors at this time. 

 

The situation 
Late on 13 November 2015 at least six serious attacks were reported in Paris, France. 

Shootings have occurred on rue Bichat in the 10
th
 arrondissement (district) and rue de Charonne in the 11

th
 

arrondissement, while reports say that between 60 and 100 people had been taken hostage by at least three 
men armed with automatic rifles at the Bataclan concert hall on Boulevard Voltaire, where a rock concert was 
taking place. Place de la République, which is located near the Bataclan, was evacuated.  

Explosions were also heard in the vicinity of the Stade de France, around 8 km to the north, during an 
international football match between France and Germany at the venue. 

Police have closed down several neighbourhoods in central Paris where several gunmen had fired in a 
restaurant, causing multiple casualties.  

The authorities have indicated that all eight attackers had been neutralised after killing up to 128 people and 
injuring 250 with 80 in very serious conditions, though the exact number remains unconfirmed.  

The situation remains fluid and details are still emerging however, the latest reports indicates that at least 6 
gunmen and several suicide bombers are behind the attacks. 

President Hollande has declared a state of emergency and 1,500 troops have been deployed, while border 
controls have been temporarily reinstated. 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 

The French Red Cross has immediately responded to the situation with mobilizing and deploying its different 
teams and has activated its emergency response system (ARAMIS). 340 volunteers have been mobilized during 
the night of 13 November 2015, who together with the RC staff have been present at all affected sites. 

Several ambulances were brought to the scenes of the attacks to cope with the unknown number of victims. The 
French Red Cross`s mobile teams have been providing emergency health and first aid assistance as well as 
psycho-social support to those affected. An emergency hotline is also operated by the National Society. 

The French Red Cross has also been present at the reception and counselling centre set up by the local 
authorities at the Hotel Dieu hospital in Paris as well as in the local town hall. 

  

Information bulletin 

France: Attacks in Paris 



P a g e  | 2 

 

Contact information 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

In the IFRC Secretariat`s Regional Office for Europe: 

- Cristina Estrada, Acting Disaster Management Coordinator 

Email: cristina.estrada@ifrc.org; +36 1 888 4500 

- Linda Low, Communications Manager 

Email: linda.low@ifrc.org, phone: +36 1 888 4507 

 

How we work  
All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the 

Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering 

assistance to the most vulnerable. The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all 

times all forms of humanitarian activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and 

alleviating human suffering, and thereby contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity 

and peace in the world. 
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