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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries.

In Brief

This DREF Bulletin is being issued based on the situation described below reflecting the information
available at this time. CHF 30,000 was allocated from the Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund
(DREF) to recover the distribution costs incurred in the Papua New Guinea Red Cross initial relief activities
and to replenish disaster preparedness stocks distributed to the affected population. This operation is
expected to complete in one month, by mid November 2006. A final report will be made available three
months after the operation by February 2007. Unearmarked funds to repay DREF are encouraged.

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:

¢ |In Papua New Guinea (PNG) : Jacqueline Boga, Secretary General, PNG Red Cross Society
hgpngrcs@online.net.pg;phone: + 675 325 2145

¢ Inthe Pacific Region: Pankaj Mishra, Disaster Management Delegate/Acting Head of Delegation
pankaj.mishra@ifrc.irg; maobile: +675 682 4868 or Martin Blackgrove, Regional Disaster Management
Delegate in Suva regional delegation martin.blackgrove@ifrc.org; Phone +679 3311 855

e In Geneva: Asia Pacific Department, Hyun-Ji Lee, Regional Officer; phone +41 22 730 4260,

hj.lee@ifrc.org;

The Situation

On Saturday (7 October), Mount Tavurvur situated on the outskirts of Rabaul (a town on the eastern tip of the New
Britain Island) erupted with a blast that caused windows some 12 km (7.5 miles) away to shatter according to the
UNOCHA situation report. Some 2,000 panicked residents (representing approximately 90 per cent of the local
population) have been evacuated from areas experiencing heavy ash falls. The worst affected communities include
Matupit, Bai, Nordup, Matalau, Rakunat, Koere and Rabuana. There have been reports of minor injuries.

The National Disaster Centre announced that 1,221 people from the towns of Matupit and Rabual have been
evacuated by sea to Vunapope Mission Station. Some evacuees have been moved to designated resettlement blocks
at Sikut, Gelegele, Clifton and Warema which were established by the East New Britain Provincial Disaster
Committee (PDC) after the 1994 explosive eruption. The local Red Cross branch reported that three main informal
care centres have been established at Sikut, Tavuiliu and Vunapope Catholic Mission where basic health, food and
water services are provided. The PDC is conducting assessment, addressing food need and securing public
infrastructure.

According to the Rabaul Volcanology Observatory (RVO), volcanic activity has subsided and continues to decline.
Seismicity is at background levels and land deformation rates are low. Thin to moderate pinky-white haze emissions
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continue to be produced, rising to <1,000m and are being blown to the north. It is expected that effusive activity is
likely to continue along with ash falls.

The government has declared state of emergency although this is likely to be lifted in the following days. Schools
remain closed but commercial activities continue in Rabaul. Public security measures are tightened to ensure law
and order.

A major concern is potable water due to insufficient transport links and contaminated local supplies. Immediate
needs also include tarpaulins, water containers, facemasks and food within the affected communities and the

informal care centres. Red Cross and Red Crescent action

Red Cross and Red Crescent action

The Papua New Guinea Red Cross Society’s
(PNGRC) East New Britain (ENB) provincial | BUDGET SUMMARY
branch immediately sent 20 volunteers to assist in
evacuation, rescue and relief activities. The branch CHF
has conducted_ joint assessment with the RD_C and_ IS | RELIEF NEEDS
in close poordlnatlon with the local authorities. With Sheler 3,884
the available emergency stock, the branch has I
L . . Water & Sanitation 9,927
distributed tarpaulins, water and water containers.
Another three-member assessment team (including Total Relief Needs 13,811
one FACT-trained) conducted rapid assessment and
submitted to the headquarters a plan of action. A TRANSPORT. STORAGE & VEHICLES
teleconference was also held between the branch,
headquarters and the Federation. Storage - Warehouse
Distribution & Monitoring(Federation Monitoring) 1,295
Chaired bv the PNGRCS secretar eneral. the Distribution & Monitoring(National Society Monitoring) 1,511
y y 9 ’ Transport & Vehicles Costs 2,417
emergency preparedness task force (EPTF) (recently
formed as part of the Federation/Australian Red | PERSONNEL
Cross supported disaster management programme) | National Society Staff & Volunteers 4,273
held a meeting to finalize the PoA with the support WORKSHOPS & TRAINING
of the Federation DM delegate. The EPTF is a Workshons & Trainin
multi-sectoral technical advisory body, mandated to P g
prepare for, monitor and respond to the disaster. The | GENERAL EXPENSES
task force is on standby and fully on alert for any | Travel 1,511
potential deployment in the field. Office running costs 432
Communication Costs 432
Since the airport remains dysfunctional, the | Other General Expenses 2,158
!:ederatlon_ vv_|II support Iocal_ procurement (_)f relief PROGRAMME SUPPORT
items. This includes tarpaulins for 100 displaced Programme Subbort - PSR 1935
families, water containers for 400 displaced families g PP '
and 500 face masks. These items will be jointly
supported by the DREF allocation and the Strategic Total Operational Needs 15,962
Engagement Fund of Australian Red Cross (around
CHF10,000). See budget summary on the right for ]
the use of DREF allocation. Total Budget (Cash & Kind) 29,774

The Federation DM delegate is providing ongoing support to the PNGRCS in their relief initiatives and liaising with
internal and external stakeholders. An informal coordination meeting was hosted at the Federation office with

agencies like AUSAID, UNOCHA and UNICEF.

Click here to return to the title page or contact information
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The International Federation undertakes activities that are aligned with its Global Agenda which sets out four
broad goals to meet the Federation’s mission to “improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the
power of humanity”.

Global Agenda Goals:

Reduce the number of deaths, injuries and impact from disaster.

Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and impact from disease and public health emergencies.

Increase local community, civil society and Red Cross Red Crescent capacity to address the most urgent
situations of vulnerability.

Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social exclusion, and promote respect for diversity and human
dignity.

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief) and is committed to
the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) by delivering assistance to the
most vulnerable.

For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal. For any additional information
concerning Federation programmes or operations or for national society profiles, please also access the
Federation’ s website at http://www.ifrc.org
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