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This bulletin is being issued for information only.

The Myanmar Red Cross Society is actively monitoring Tropical Cyclone Nargis and has
initiated preparedness and response activities for the possible effects of the cyclone.

The Myanmar national society, with the support of the International Federation, has
determined that external assistance is not required at this time, and is therefore not
seeking funding or other assistance from donors.

<click here for detailed contact information>
<click here for a map of possible affected areas>

The Situation

Tropical cyclone Nargis was forecasted to intensify in strength from a category 3 to a category 4
cyclone on 2 May 2008. Currently, Nargis lies approximately 265 km to the southwest of Yangon,
Myanmar. Weather forecasts also indicate that the system will rapidly weaken and the storm itself is
expected to completely dissipate after making landfall.

Areas that will possibly be affected include the Ayeyawady division (Dedaye, Labutta, Pyapon,
Ngaputaw and Pathein townships), Rakhine state (Sittwe, Kyauk Phyu) and the Thanintayi division
(Myeik). Present weather remains clear and dry in other parts of the country.

Red Cross and Red Crescent action

The Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) has alerted areas that may be affected by the cyclone.
Current relief supplies in the national society’s warehouses include 300 family kits in Ayeyawady, 150
in Kachin and 200 in Rakhine.

The International Federation’s Southeast Asia regional office in Bangkok has also alerted the
national societies of neighbouring countries that may also be affected by the cyclone. MRCS’ Local
Disaster Response Team branches that lie in the expected path of the cyclone remain on alert. The
national society is currently maintaining close coordination with the ministry of social welfare and
resettlement.

Three response teams comprising disaster management, health, communication and first aid
specialists from the national society’'s headquarters are on stand-by to support local Red Cross
branches. An internal communication 24/7 hotline has been established for local branch assessment
team communication. The International Federation’s country office has updated the media on the



national society’s preparedness activities. Updates on the situation have also been announced and
early warnings have been made through national public radio.

The regional office continues to share weather information bulletin warnings with the MRCS and
country office. The head of the country office also participated in the interagency standing committee
(IASC) coordination meeting. The MRCS will meet tomorrow morning in order to review assessment
team plans and confer with other organizations regarding subsequent plans of action and
coordination strategies.

The MRCS, International Federation country office and the Southeast Asia regional office are
maintaining close coordination and communication in order to ensure necessary action is carried out
as smoothly as possible. Full alert status is observed, despite weather forecasts that indicate Nargis
will diminish in strength over the next 48 hours.

How we work

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster
Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response
(Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable.

The International Federation’s activities are Global Agenda Goals:
aligned with its Global Agenda, which sets out four e Reduce the numbers of deaths, injuries and impact

broad goals to meet the Federation's mission to from disasters.
"improve the lives of vulnerable people by e Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and impact
mobilizing the power of humanity". from diseases and public health emergencies.

e Increase local community, civil society and Red
Cross Red Crescent capacity to address the most
urgent situations of vulnerability.

e Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social
exclusion and promote respect for diversity and
human dignity.

Contact information

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:

e In Myanmar: Kyaw Soe Hewad, disaster management division, email: mrcsdml1@redcross.org.mm;
phone: +95 1 383680, fax: +95 1 383675

e Federation country office in Myanmar: Bridget Gardner, head of country office,
phone: +95 9513 0564, fax: +95 1 682588, email: ifrcmmO1@redcross.org.mm

e Federation regional office in Bangkok: Michael Annear, (regional disaster management delegate),
email: michael.annear@ifrc.org; phone +66.81 753 9598

e Asia Pacific Zone office in Kuala Lumpur: Amy Gaver (disaster management delegate),
email: amy.gaver@ifrc.org; phone: + 60 3 2161 0892, fax: +60 3 2161 1210, mobile +60 12 220 1174

e Federation secretariat in Geneva: Christine South, (Asia Pacific OCT), email: christine.south@ifrc.org;
phone: +41 22 730 4529; mobile: +41 79 308 9824

<map below; click here to return to the title page>



http://www.ifrc.org/publicat/conduct/index.asp
http://www.sphereproject.org/
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