
 

Information bulletin n° 1 Date of issue: 3 September 2016 

Date of disaster: 31 August 2016  

 
 
This bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the current situation and details available 

at this time. The DPR Korea Red Cross Society, with the support of the International Federation of Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), has analyzed that the available information points toward 

significant humanitarian needs.  A scaled-up response which will require support from the IFRC Disaster 

Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) or other international disaster response mechanisms is envisioned. 

 

< Click here for contact details > 
 
 

The situation 
 

From 29 August to 31 August 2016,  heavy rains fell in North Hamgyong Province, Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea (DPRK).  More than 300mm of rain were reported in just two days, causing flooding of the 

Tumen River and its branches in this region around the Chinese-DPRK border.  

 

Initial unconfirmed reports based on assessments by DPRK Red Cross Society (DPRK RCS) Provincial 

Disaster Response Teams indicate that the most affected area at this stage is reported as North Hamgyong 

Province with affected cities and counties including:  Hoeryong City,  Musan County,  Yonsa County,  Chongjin 

City,  Kimchaek City,  Orang County,  Kyongsong County, Kilju County, and Rason City area. 

 

Todate, there have been ten deaths reported, 15 missing people and with number of injured people still 

unknown.  Unconfirmed reports indicated that 17,182 households have been affected by the floods.  It is 

estimated that more than 9,088 houses have  been damaged, and over 8,094 houses destroyed. Up to 44,009 

people are reported to be displaced.  

 

It is anticipated that numbers will increase as more information comes to hand from the assessments being 

conducted in the coming days. The government Early Warning and Evacuation system was activated and 

15,000 families were evacuated ahead of the flood waters. Communication with and access to the affected 

areas remains a major challenge as telephone services are cut off and many communities are isolated by the 

flood waters and damage to roads and bridges. Rain is still falling across North Hamgyong Province and the 

forecast is for continued rain over the next few days. 

 

Reports indicate that Hoeryong City is greatly affected with over 2,000 houses inundated or submerged and 

over 1,000 houses completely destroyed. 

 

Initial reports indicate that at least 26,000 families have been left with no safe drinking water. 
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Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
Provincial Disaster Response Teams from North Hamgyong Province have been deployed with Search and 

Rescue and First Aid teams mobilized. In total more than 1,000 volunteers have been mobilized for the relief- 

and evacuation activities. The DPRK Red Cross Society (DPRK RCS) has released 2,500 household kits 

(tarpaulins, jerry-cans, water-purification tablets, blankets, etc.) pre-positioned at Hamhung City disaster-

warehouse.  

 

DPRK RCS is working closely with provincial and national authorities including the State Committee of 

Emergency and Disaster Management in the assessment of the aftermath of the flood and in responding to the 

needs of affected families.  

 

Based on the available information that points toward significant humanitarian needs and with further 

information through assessments when safety conditions allow, IFRC through its country office in Pyongyang, is 

working closely with DPRK RCS to determine the appropriate response and support from the IFRC Disaster 

Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) or other international disaster response mechanisms. 

 

 

 

 

Contact information 

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

 Democratic People’s Republic of Korea Red Cross Society (DPRK RCS) 

o Kim Yong Ho, DM director, phone: 850 2 381 4350, email: dprk-rc@star-co.net.kp  

o Pak Un Suk, emergency relief coordinator 

 IFRC DPRK country office, Pyongyang 

o Chris Staines, head of country office; phone: +850 2 381 4350; +850 191 250 1149; 

email: chris.staines@ifrc.org 

o Marlene Fiedler, DRM delegate, phone: +850 191 250 7921, marlene.fiedler@ifrc.org  

 IFRC Asia Pacific regional office, Kuala Lumpur; phone: +603 9207 5700 

o Timothy Lam; operations coordinator; mobile: +60 13 360 0366: email: 

timothy.lam@ifrc.org  

o Pierre Kremer, partnerships and resource development coordinator; 

email: pierre.kremer@ifrc.org  

o Peter Ophoff, head of planning, monitoring, evaluation and monitoring 

(PMER); email: peter.ophoff@ifrc.org  
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How we work 

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the 

Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering 

assistance to the most vulnerable. 

The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian 

activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby 

contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 

 

 

 

 

The IFRC’s work is guided by Strategy 2020 which puts forward three strategic aims: 

1. Save lives, protect livelihoods, and strengthen recovery from disaster and crises. 

2. Enable healthy and safe living. 

3. Promote social inclusion and a culture of non-violence and peace. 


