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This bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the current situation and details
available at this time. The Philippine Red Cross, with the support of the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), has determined that external assistance is not
required, and is therefore not seeking funding or other assistance from donors at this time, but
will continue to monitor the evolving situation.

<click here to view the map of the affected area, or here for detailed contact information>

The situation

On 12 December 2017, a low-pressure area in the south-east of the Philippines has developed into a Tropical
Depression named Kai-tak (locally Urduja). The tropical depression moved north-northwest, and by 14
December was reclassified as a Tropical Storm. On 15 December 2017, TS Kai-tak remained off the east
coast but had slightly intensified, with maximum sustained winds of up to 75kph and gustiness of up to 90kph.
Kai-tak remained almost stationary off the coast of the Eastern Visayas region and continued to bring moderate
to heavy rain across the Bicol and Eastern Visayas regions as it slowly moved towards land. Kai-tak kept its
slow pace and eventually made landfall on the afternoon of 16 December 2017 over San Policarpio, Eastern
Samar.

Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal (TCWS) No. 2 was raised over Albay, Sorsogon, Masbate, Romblon,
Northern Samar, Eastern Samar, Samar, Biliran, Leyte, Aklan, Capiz and Northern lloilo. TCWS No. 1 was
raised over 16 more provinces/areas. Kai-tak made six more landfalls across central Philippines. Kai-tak was
downgraded to a Tropical Depression on 17 December 2017. However, the weather disturbance still brought
winds and moderate to heavy rain over Bicol and Visayas regions. As of 18 December 2017, Kai-tak is located
195km east northeast of Puerto Princesa, Palawan. It is expected to move westward, outside Philippines and
the coastal areas on the morning of 20 December 2017. All TCWS have been lifted, except for the province of
Palawan which is under TCWS No. 1.

Kai-tak brought heavy rain which triggered floods and 17 landslides in the Eastern Visayas region. In some
areas in the province of Samar, as much as two-months’ supply of rain poured over a 24-hour span. Tacloban
City in Leyte was put under state of calamity on 15 December 2017 due to floods. The municipality of Naval in
Biliran province was also put under a state of calamity due to landslides. Reports by the Presidential
Spokesperson on 18 December 2017 stated that 31 people were killed and 49 others missing after the
onslaught of Kai-tak, which battered Eastern Visayas. Out of which 23 of the fatalities were from Biliran due to
landslides in four municipalities of the province.

As Kai-tak approached, the Philippine government ordered the pre-emptive evacuation of families in the likely
affected areas in Eastern Visayas. More than 4,000 families were evacuated. As of 17 December 2017,
according to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC), more than 50,000
families were affected in Region V (Bicol Region), Region VI (Western Visayas), Region VIl (Eastern Visaya)
and CARAGA, of whom some 48,000 families were from Region VIII. Moreover, some 20,000 families (of
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which almost 12,000 families are from Eastern Samar province), were housed in 264 evacuation centres. As
of 18 December 2017, less than half of the evacuation centres are still open.

Meanwhile, the Philippines’ weather bureau is currently monitoring another tropical depression outside the
south-east of the Philippines. Said depression has been downgraded into a low-pressure area but is still likely
to bring more rain to the Kai-tak affected areas.

Red Cross and Red Crescent action

: The Philippine Red Cross (PRC) has been
monitoring Kai-tak since it was spotted as a
low-pressure area through the Operations
Centre which functions 24/7. The National
Headquarters (NHQ) of PRC closely
coordinated with the NDRRMC and alerted
Red Cross Chapters in likely affected areas.

A total of 22 Chapters are either monitoring
and/or responding to their respective areas of
responsibility, mobilizing 80 staffs and 1,954
) T ) volunteers. The “Red Cross 143 volunteers”
PRC provided hot meals to families inside evacuation centrgs, as well and members of the “Red Cross Action Team
as people stranded in several ports across Visayas. (Photo: PRC) -
143" were mobilized for local responses,
while National Disaster Response Team
members, including Emergency Response Units for Water Search and Rescue and Ambulance Medical Team,
were also mobilized as necessary. Chapters in Eastern Samar, Leyte and Cebu mobilized personnel to
conduct rapid assessments in the affected areas, while a team from Leyte was deployed to Biliran.

PRC Chapters also supported in providing early-warning, conducting evacuations, provision of first-aid,
transport, welfare services and hot meals. Chapters are also coordinating with local government counterparts
and coordinating with them for possible responses. The PRC response to date has been reported as follows:

PRC Response
(as of 18 December 2017)
m 220 individuals transported and rescued in Samar
oo Province and Ormoc

\(S 6,808 individuals served with hotmeals in Samar,
W/ Leyte, Ormoc, Masbate and Surigao Del Norte
“.é 11 welfare desks established

7 individuals provided with psychological first aid
211 families provided mats and/or blankets in
% Ormoc and Northern Samar

©
l'l.ﬁ.l'l 2,034 volunteers/staff mobilized

Meanwhile, the IFRC country office is supporting PRC in disseminating updates to the Regional office,
Movement partners, and is coordinating with the Humanitarian Country Team. IFRC continues to closely
coordinate with the Philippine Red Cross and is ready to process possible request for support. In addition, the
country office is also coordinating with the ICRC — sharing information regularly — especially for areas with
security concerns.




Contact information
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:

Philippine Red Cross:
e Atty. Oscar Palabyab, secretary general; +63 2 790 2300; secgen@redcross.org.ph

e Resty Lou Talamayan, manager for disaster management services;
restylou.talamayan@redcross.org.ph

IFRC Philippine country office:

e Patrick Elliott, operations manager; +63 998 961 2140; patrick.elliott@ifrc.org
IFRC Asia Pacific regional office:

e Martin Faller, deputy regional director; martin.faller@ifrc.org

¢ Nelson Castano, head of disaster and crisis prevention, response and recovery;
nelson.castano@ifrc.org

e Clarence Sim, PMER manager; clarence.sim@ifrc.org

e Busisiwe Tshili, acting resource mobilization in emergencies coordinator; busisiwe.tshili@ifrc.org

AV}
Click here

1. Click here to return to the title page

How we work

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian Charter
and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable.

The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian activities
by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby contributing to
the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world.

The IFRC'’s work is guided by Strategy 2020 which puts forward three strategic aims:

Save lives, Promote Social inclusion
protect livelihoods, Enable healthy arlwd a culture of
and strengthen recovery and Safe iving. non-violence and peace.

from disaster and crises.
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The maps used do not imply the expression of any opinion on the part of the IFRC or
National Societies concernaing the legal status of a territory or of its authorities.



