
 

Date of issue: 22 August 2017 

Date of disaster:  

21 August 2017 

Point of contact:  
Ruben Romero, Disaster Management Coordinator  
IFRC Regional Office for Europe 
phone: +36 1 888 45 00 
email: ruben.romero@ifrc.org 

Host National Society: Italian Red Cross 

 
This bulletin is being issued for information only and reflects the current situation and details available 
at this time.  

 
The situation 
On 21 August 2017, a 4.3 magnitude 
earthquake hit the island of Ischia in the Bay 
of Naples. The quake struck at 20:57 (18:57 
GMT), at depth of 10.4 kilometres with 
epicentre 5 kilometres north-west of Monte di 
Procida.  

Two persons died and at least 39 people got 
injured, with many more still missing. 

The earthquake caused buildings to collapse 
although there is no detailed information 
available on the extent of the damage at the 
moment. 

The Italian Civil Protection has been sending 
teams to assess the damage and needs. 

The quake hit a few days before the first 
anniversary of a powerful quake that killed 
nearly 300 people in central Italy, most of them 
in the town of Amatrice. 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action  

The Italian Red Cross activated its Emergency Operation Centre and is coordinating and working closely with the 
Italian Civil Protection to assess damages and provide support to the affected population as required.  

The Italian Red Cross is present on the island and its more than 30 staff and volunteers have been involved in 
the operation. After the earthquake, the local volunteers of Ischia have been supporting the rescue and evacuation 
operation with ambulance and car. Volunteers were mobilized also from different branches to support the 
affected population. The Italian Red Cross is involved in facilitating evacuation of the people to Naples and 
Pozzuoli, and the Red Cross staff is present in the harbour to receive those arriving from the island. 

The National Society is deploying a shipment including a mobile kitchen and relief items (including tents) to 
the affected area, which is expected to arrive in the coming hours. RC staff and volunteers have been providing 
First Aid and psychosocial support (PSS) to those in need.  

The IFRC Regional Office for Europe is in permanent contact with the Italian Red Cross to obtain information on 
the extent of damages, affected people and further steps. 

Emergency Operation Centre is activated. Photo. Source: Italian Red Cross 
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Contact information 
For further information, specifically related to this operation please contact: 

Italian Red Cross:  

• Barbara Contini, Operations Coordination,  

phone: +39 338 944 6875; email: barbara.contini@cri.it 

IFRC Regional Office for Europe:  

• Ruben Romero; DM Coordinator,  

phone: +36 1 888 45 00; email: ruben.romero@ifrc.org 

• Nichola, Jones, Communications Coordinator 

phone: +44 7715459956; email: nicholalyndsay.jones@ifrc.org 



Click here 

1. Click here to return to the title page 

2. Click here to see the map of the affected areas. 

 

How we work  

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian 
Charter and Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most 
vulnerable. The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of 
humanitarian activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, 
and thereby contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 
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