
 

Information Bulletin no.1 

Date of issue: 18 October 2018 

Date of disaster: 17 October 2018 

Point of contact: Seval Guzelkilinc, Disaster Management Coordinator IFRC Regional Office for Europe  
Phone: +36 1 888 45 05; email: seval.guzelkilinc@ifrc.org 

 
This bulletin is being issued for information only and reflects the current situation and details available at 
this time.  

The situation 
According to the latest information available, the powerful blast rocked a college on 17 October 2018 in the city of 
Kerch - leaving 18 people dead and more than 50 injured. Among them, there are students of the college under age 
of 18. The explosive device was reportedly detonated in the canteen of the college, killing and injuring several 
students and teachers. According to the reports, shooting also took place at the scene of the tragic event, and it is 
considered to be one of the main reasons of the increased death toll. 

Emergency services and ambulances were scrambled shortly after the blast was reported. The injured have been 
rushed to hospitals. A total of 31 survivors of the Wednesday explosion were evacuated to hospitals in nearby cities. 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
Seven people from Red Cross in Kerch were on site from the first hours of the tragic event, providing first aid, and 
organizing calls for voluntary blood donation. There are plans to mobilise humanitarian aid and financial resources 
to support families of those injured and killed. According to the Red Cross in Kerch, there are about 900 students 
studying in the college. Thus, the number of people who may potentially need psychological support could reach 3-
4 thousand people. The IFRC is in contact with respective counterparts at the NS so as to look for the need of any 
possible assistance. 

Contact information 

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

IFRC Regional Office for Europe:  

Seval Guzelkilinc, Disaster Management Coordinator, phone: +36 1 888 45 05, mobile phone: +36 70 430 65 02; 
email: seval.guzelkilinc@ifrc.org 

How we work 

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian Charter and 
Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. The 
IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian activities by 
National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby contributing to the 
maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 
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