
Although all the pledged funds have not been received yet, the Federation
operation goes on as planned and is scheduled to be closed in early September
2000. 
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10 August 2000INDONESIA: EARTHQUAKE/TSUNAMI

The context
An earthquake triggering a tsunami (tidal wave) hit Central Sulawesi Province on 4 May, leaving 41
dead, 228 injured and 10,500 families homeless in the districts of Luwuk and the Banggai/Peleng
islands.

The Indonesian Red Cross (Palang Merah Indonesia or PMI) and the Federation assessed the situation
by visiting 4 affected villages on Peleng island by boat. After the initial assessment, the Federation and
PMI selected 3,500 of the worst affected families (17,500 individuals) for assistance consisting of
shelter material, water containers and essential household materials. On 16 May 2000, the Federation
issued an Appeal on behalf of the Indonesian Red Cross seeking CHF 459,000 for a three month
operation.

Latest events

At the beginning of July, government funds of 16 billion rupiah, which is equivalent to CHF 3 million
were allocated for the reconstruction of Banggai and Peleng islands. These funds will be primarily used
for the reconstruction of roads, bridges and public buildings damaged by the earthquake. The repair
work has started but is going on at a very slow pace, partly due to the isolation of the island. These
delays cause dissatisfaction amongst the local population. In addition to that, many roads and bridges
have been further damaged by heavy rains in July.

In the last few months, Banggai islands have received several hundred of displaced persons fleeing the
conflict in Moluccas islands and trying to find shelter with their relatives. This puts an additional burden
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on the local food chain. The Federation is monitoring the situation which at present does not affect the
operation.

Red Cross/Red Crescent action
The second distribution of 1,500 family kits (1 family kit consists of 1 cooking pot, 2 plastic sleeping
mats, 1 jerry can, 5 sarongs, 5 bars of body soap, 5 pieces of laundry soap, 5 spoons, 5 cups, 5 plates, 1
tarpaulin, one 50 kg sack, 5 packs of candles, 5 boxes of matches, 5 toothbrushes and 5 tubes of
toothpaste) and basic medicine from PMI stocks was completed on 4 August 2000. This distribution
covered the remaining village on Banggai island and three major villages on Peleng island in the
sub-district of Totikum. The remaining family kits (135) originally planned for Dodung village in the last
distribution, were distributed in this village.

The following table reflects the second distribution:

8,5761,578Grand total
2,487336Dodung
1,264249Palam
1,191245Sambiut
3,634748Kalumbatan
No. of personsNo. of families Location

All families that received family kits were visited and records on each beneficiary family are kept on
file at the PMI branch. 

Suppliers for additional 2,000 family kits and 8,000 shorts and T-shirts were identified and shipping
arrangements are being finalised in Surabaya. The shorts and T-shirts will be used as a supplement to
the family kits. They are provided with the additional (ECHO) earmarked funds. The selection of
beneficiaries was carried out with the local community and it targeted the most vulnerable families. The
third and final distribution of 2,000 family kits is planned to begin at the end of August. 

Outstanding needs
Presently, the Appeal is covered by 56.4% while the signing of the ECHO contract for this operation is
pending.

External relations - Government/UN/NGOs/Media
Regular meetings are held with MSF (F), the only active agency on the island, distributing mosquito
nets. They will also carry out training in basic hygiene in August and plan to close their operation in mid
September.

Contributions
See Annex 1 for details.

Hiroshi Higashiura
Director

Peter Rees-Gildea
Director
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Asia & Pacific DepartmentOperations Funding and Reporting Department

This and other reports on Federation operations are available on the Federation's website: http://www.ifrc.org
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