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This bulletin is being
issued for information
only, and reflects the
current situation and
details available at this
time. The Turkish Red
Crescent Society, with
the support of the
International Federation
of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies
(IFRC), has determined
that external assistance
is not required, and is
therefore not seeking
funding or other
assistance from donors
at this time.

Rescuing affected people from the rubble of a building. Photo: Reuters

<click here for detailed contact information>

The situation

At least 70 people were killed and 156 others injured on 23" October 2011 in Turkey when a magnitude 7.2
earthquake struck at 13.41 (local time), around 12 miles (19km) from the eastern city of Van (Van province).1
Sixty buildings have collapsed and electricity and tel ecommunications services have bee n disrupted in the
city of Van a nd the nearb y town of Ercis (V an). Dam age to bu ildings has a Iso occu rred in parts of the

neighbouring provinces of Bitlis and Ha kkari. In addition, difficulties in air traffic have bee n reported at Van
Ferit Mel en Airport (VAN, Van province), although the facility remains open, and flight se rvices a re
continuing. T he authorities had p reviously diverted flights bound for the airp ort to Erzu rum Airport (E RZ,
Erzurum province). Several aftershocks have been reported and rescue and relief operations are under way.

Disruption in the utilitie s, incl uding water, el ectricity and tele communications, can be expectedin Van
Province in the near term. Any further aftershocks, depending on severity, hav e the pote ntial to exacerb ate
damage to in frastructure and disruption in travel and essential services, while hampe ring relief operations.
Weakened structures may collapse in the event of aftershocks; personnel could be at risk from falling debris,
both in side buildings and on streets. Additionally, th e deployment of relief crews to affecte d area s may

' Please see the map of the affected area from USAID in the attachment of this bulletin. http:/reliefweb.int/node/454725




contribute to locali sed tra vel disruption and road restrictions while the crews are attempting to cl ear the
debris.

Turkey is located in an active seismi ¢ zone, where large earthquakes occur with relative freque ncy. In May
2011, at lea st three p eople were killed and 7 0 o thers injured when a 5.8 magnitude t remor struck the
country's north-west.

Red Cross and Red Crescent action

Following the most recent contact with the Turkish Red Crescent Operational Centre that took place at 21:30
on Sund ay, all Nation al Society re sources and personnel int he ea st of the country h ave been made
available for the relief operation led on the spot by the Turkish Red Crescent Society's Director General. The
National Society’s staff an d volunteers are working to reach people trapped in the rubble. Headquarters in
Ankara have sent qualified personnel and disaster supplies to the region. Over 2,600 tents, 7,500 blan kets,
100 stoves, bread, water, kitchen sets, a mobile bakery and food parcels are on the way or already at the
site of the disaster, and a lot more stocks are being mobilised. Soup kitchens have been set up for th ose
who have lost their homes or are un willing to re-enter them, fearing a ftershocks. The blankets and tents will
be particularly appreciated as temperatures fall to close to freezing at night. A tent city is being set up in the
stadium in Ercis and blood products are being set to hospitals in the region.

Witnesses say local peo ple are u sing their bare h ands and torchlig ht to shift the rubble in a despe rate
attempt to reach survivors as night falls. Re scue teams have al ready taken survivors from the rubble o fa
student dormitory. Turkish Red Crescent and the Inter national Federation of Red Cro ss and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) are monitoring the situation closely. The Intern ational Federation Europe Zone Office has
offered its assistance to the Turkish Red Crescent in the areas where it may b e required. Several National
Societies have also indicated their interest to support the Turkish Red Crescent relief and rescue work. The
Turkish Red Crescent will issue more i nformation in the morning and expect s to have a fu Il picture of the
extent of the damage and the numbers of homeless by early afternoon on 24" October 2011.

Contact information
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:

e In Turkey: Muzaffer Komit, Secretary General, Turkish Red Crescent Society, email:
basinyayin@kizilay.org.tr

e IFRC Zone: Evgeni Parfenov, Head of Operations, IFRC Europe Zone, +3618884500, email
Evgeni.parfenov@ifrc.org

¢ In Geneva: Christine South, Operations Support, phone: +41.22.730.4529, email:
christine.south@ifrc.org
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How we work

All IFRC a ssistance see ks to adh ere to the Cod e of Cond uct for the Intern ational Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian
Charter and Minimum S tandards in Disaster Response (Sphere)i n delive ring a ssistance to the mo st
vulnerable.

The IFRC’s vision is to inspi re, en courage, facilit ate and pro mote at all ti mes all form s of humanit arian
activities by Nation al Soci eties, with a view to pre venting and alleviating hu man suffe ring, and there by
contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world.

www.ifrc.org
Saving lives, changing minds.
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The IFRC’s work is guided by Strategy 2020 which puts forward three strategic aims:
1. Save lives, protect livelihoods, and strengthen recovery from disaster and crises.
2. Enable healthy and safe living.
3. Promote social inclusion and a culture of non-violence and peace.
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Recent earthquakes in this area have caused
secondary hazards such as landslides that
might have contributed to losses.
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