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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilising the power of humanity. It is
the world’s largest humanitarian organisation and its millions of volunteers are active in over 180 countries.
For more information: www.ifrc.org

In Brief

This document is being issued for information only. The Federation is not seeking any funding or
other assistance from donorsfor thisoperation at thistime. However as further updates and
assessment reports become available or should the situation deterioratethe Federation may consider
international support through an Appeal.

The Situation

An earthquake measuring 6.91 on the Richter scale struck three districts in central West Papua province in
Indonesia at 06:05 local time this morning, killing 23 people and injuring over 600. Physical damage is
reported extensive with homes, a mosgue, public buildings, roads and bridges damaged, including the
district hospital in Nabire, the worst hit town (population approximately 86,000). Patients have been
moved into tents on the hospital ground. Landslides appear to have followed in the region, which is
mountainous. Communications links with the affected area are down, so more detailed reports are sketchy.
The Nabire airport sustained structural damage and is closed.

A seismologist with the Indonesian Meteorological and Geophysics Agency in the provincial capital of
Jayapura, said that he had unconfirmed reports from villagers in the nearby Cendrawasih Bay had reported
atsunami following the quake. This has not been confirmed during the day.

The earthquake' s epicentre was approximately 7 km east of the district capital of Nabire, estimated at 80
km depth. A series of aftershocks followed the quake which struck as people were waking up. The
neighbouring district capital of Manokwari (pop approx 200,000) was the epicentre of an earthquake
which hit in October 2002, causing extensive damage to local infrastructure. In addition to Nabire and
Manokwari, the third district capital of Enarotali is aso reportedly badly damaged after today’ s quake.

The stricken areais about 3,000 km (1,900 miles) east of Jakarta.

Red Cross/Red Crescent Action

This morning, ten Indonesian Red Cross (PMI) volunteers | eft the town of Sorong (on the westernmost tip
of Papua) by boat. This is the nearest base where PMI has trained disaster response volunteers. They are
expected to reach the affected area on Saturday morning. While their main task is to assess the situation,
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they are carrying basic rescue equipment and First Aid kits. These are al trained disaster response
volunteers from PMI’ s Satgana (rapid response) team in Sorong.

Two Red Cross staff from the National Office in Jakarta - the International Federation’s disaster
management delegate and the PMI’s senior response officer - will arrive in Timika, on West Papua’'s
southern coast, tomorrow morning and fly by helicopter to Nabire, some 230 km to the north, with the
support of the PT Freeport mining company, which operates the nearby Grasberg copper and gold mine.

They will carry up to one ton of relief goods, including tents, body bags, blood and mosquito nets, from
the joint Federation/PMI central stock in Jakarta. Following their assessment, a decision will be made on
the extent of PMI’ s involvement in the expected relief operation.

PMI’s national Disaster Management team is closely monitoring the situation and collecting information
from neighbouring Red Cross chapters and branches. Supported by the Federation’'s delegation in
Indonesia, PMI is keeping open a direct communications link with the national disaster management
authorities.

The Federation’ s delegation in Jakarta has aerted its partners and potential donors to the situation.

For afull description of the National Society profile, see www.ifrc.org

For further information please contact:

- Johny Mamoedi, Head of DM Divison, PMI; phone: +62 21 799 2325; fax. + 62 21 7995188
email: disaster @palangmerah.org
Latifur Rahman, DM Delegate, Federation Delegation Indonesia; phone: + 62 21 7919 1841; fax: + 62 21
7918 0905 email: ifrcidO5@ifrc.org
Charles Evans, Federation Secretariat, Geneva, + 44 22 730 4320, fax; +41 22 733 0395 email:
charles.evans@ifrc.org

All International Federation Operations seek to adhere to the Code of Conduct and are committed to the
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Sandards in Disaster Response (SPHERE Project) in delivering assistance
to the most vulnerable.

For support to or for further information concerning Federation operations in this or other countries, please
access the Federation website at http://www.ifrc.org

For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annua Appedl.
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