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INDONESIA: MENTAWAI
EARTHQUAKE

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 181 countries.

11 April 2005

In Brief

This Information Bulletin (no. 01/2005) is being issued for information only. The Federation is not
seeking funding or other assistance from donorsfor this operation at thistime.

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:
- Indonesia: Ole J Hauge, Head of Delegation; phone: +622.1791. 91 841; mobile: +628 11 824 859; fax: +622 179180 905;

email: ifrcidol@ifrc.org; and Peter Cameron, Deputy Head of Delegation; phone +62.21.79.19.18.41; mobile:
+62.812.104.82.09; fax: +62.21.79.75.514; email: ifrcid65@ifrc.org;

In Geneva: Gert VVenghaus, Programme Coordinator, Tsunami Operation, phone: +41.22.730.4258; fax: +41.22.733.0395; email :
gert.venghaus@ifrc.org;

In Geneva: Jasna Djordjevic, Southeast Asia Desk (Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia) a.i.; phone: +41.22.730.4829;
fax: +41.22.733.0395; email: jasna.djordievic@ifrc.org;

Media Department: San Bowen, phone: + 41.22.730.4428; email: sian.bowen@ifrc.org.

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the Humanitarian
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disager Response in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. For support to or for
further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for a full description of
the national society profile, please access the Federation’ s website at http: //www.ifrc.org.

The Situation
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" S —+ An earthquake of magnitude 6.8 on the Richter scale struck

the Mentawa idands, off the west coast of Sumatra in
o | A 1. Indonesa a 17:29 loca time on 10 April. Two weeks
earlier, a massive earthquake devastated the island of Nias,
situated directly above Mentawai.

MALAYSIA
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“ Mass panic ensued in Padang and Pekan Baru, provincia

T HARCH oy 17 capitals on Sumatra, with many people fleeing their homes
for higher ground. Local authorities alerted residents to
3 e *  evacuate but they have since returned as the threat of

imminent disaster ceased.
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Usop NEE B,y poespets No tsunami aerts were issued and despite pleas from the
Source: USGeological Survey government to remain calm, roving populations from Nias

and western coastal areas of Sumatra are rapidly moving
away from the areas of devastation for fear of aftershocks. Prompted by persisting rumours of tsunami threats and
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continuing strong tremors in the region, an estimated 34,000 people have abandoned their homes for safer
territories.

There are reports that three people were killed as a result of traffic accidents that occurred as people rushed to
evacuate.

Red Crossand Red Crescent action

The Indonesian Red Cross (Palang Merah Indonesia/PMI) has mobilized rapid response teams (Satgana teams)
through its nearest branches in Padang to be on standby. They are now working to establish communications and
work in close coordination with the local district coordinating unit for the management of disaster and internally
displaced persons (IDPs)/refugees (SATLAK PB) on damage and needs assessment. A team from this unit Ieft for
the Mentawai idands this morning by boat and includes a representative of PMI.

Ongoing relief efforts on Nias are hampered by the constant relocation of populations as affected people try to
leave the idands for mainland Sumatra.

The PMI nationa headquarters continues to monitor the situation in close coordnation with the West Sumatra
chapter.

This info bulletin will be updated only in the event of new developments or dramatic findings from the assessment
team.

All International Federation Operations seek to adhere to the Code of Conduct and are committed to the
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (SPHERE Prgject) in delivering assistance
to the most vulnerable.

For support to or for further information concerning Federation operations in this or other countries, please
access the Federation website at http://www.ifrc.org.

For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal.

Click hereto return to thetitle page or contact information.
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