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INDONESIA: PLANE CRASH 5 September, 2005 

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 181 countries.  

In Brief 
This Bulletin (no. 01/2005) is being issued for information only. The Federation is not seeking 
funding or other assistance from donors for this operation at this time. 
 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

• In Indonesia: Peter Cameron, Deputy Head of Delegation; phone +62.21.79. 19.18.41; mobile: 
+62.812.104.82.09; fax: +62.21.79.75.514; email: ifrcid65@ifrc.org; 

• In Geneva: Josse Gillijns; Asia Pacific Department; email: jossegillijns@ifrc.org; phone 
41.22.730.42.24 

 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the Humanitarian 
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable.  For support to or for 
further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for a full description of 
the national society profile, please access the Federation’s website at http://www.ifrc.org 

The Situation 

A Mandala Airlines Boeing 737 passenger jet 
departing from an airport in the Indonesian city of 
Medan to Jakarta crashed into a local residential area 
upon take-off this morning (10:06 local time). Media 
reports citing Government sources initially indicated 
that all 117 people on the plane were killed, but there 
appears to be some discrepancy in this figure and the 
number of survivors. An unknown number of 
persons on the ground are also presumed killed or 
wounded. The Governor and former governor of the 
Province were reportedly on the plane. 

At right: one of the PMI ambulances that assisted 
at the scene of the crash. 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 

Over 30 Indonesian Red Cross (PMI) volunteers from the Bingi and Deli Senlai chapters, supported by nine Red 
Cross ambulances, provided first aid assistance on the scene of the crash, bringing the injured to local hospitals 
(Adam Malik military hospital and Pringadi hospital), and will continue evacuating bodies through the night. The 
specially-trained Red Cross disaster response teams were on the scene within 30 minutes of the accident to help 
injured people. The Red Cross team provided first aid supplies to persons living in the area for treatment of the 
injured, and focused on looking for survivors and evacuating the dead. 
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The International Federation’s Medan office has supplied materials to hospitals (including 400 body bags), and is 
transporting medical supplies in the form of burn dressings and medication donated by the International 
Committee of Red Cross delegation in Banda Aceh. The Medan-based Indonesian Red Cross disaster response 
team are veterans of the 26 December 2004 tsunami operation in Banda Aceh and other northern Sumatran 
communities, and were the first team to arrive on the island of Nias after a massive earthquake almost six months 
ago. Two more volunteer teams are on their way to join body recovery efforts. 
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