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PAKISTAN: ISLAMABAD
BOMB BLAST

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over181 countries.

27 May 2005

In Brief

This Information Bulletin (no. 1/2005) is being issued for information only. The Federation is not
seeking funding or other assistance from donorsfor this operation at thistime.

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:

- Inlslamabad: Pakistan Red Crescent Society, Secretary General Khalid Kibriya, email: hilal @isb.comsats.net.pk, phone:
+92 51 9250404-5, fax: +92 51 9250408
In Islamabad: Irja Sandberg, Head of Delegation Pakistan, email: ifrcpkO8@ifrc.org, phone: +92 51 9250416-7, fax: +92
51 9250418
In Geneva: Jagan Chapagain, Regional Officer, email: jagan.chapagain@ifrc.org, phone: +41 22 730 4316, fax: +44 22
733 0395

All Internatlonal Federation awstance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the Humanitarian
ponse in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. For support to or for
further |nformat|0n concernlng Federatlon programm&s or operations in this or other countries, or for a full description of
the national society profile, please access the Federation’ s website at http://www.ifrc.org

The Situation

At least 18 people have been killed by a bomb explosion at a religious shrine in the Pakistan capital, 1damabad.
Initial estimates are of a least 40 people being injured; however, thisfigure is likely to increase.

Thebomb went off at 11:20am local time (6:20am GMT) while there were hundreds of people present celebrating
the end of ardigious festival.

The shrine is near government buildings and the diplomatic enclave containing severad embassies/high
commissions.

Police say it is asuspected suicide attack and follows recent bomb blasts over the past week in Waziristan and
Ba ochistan.

Red Crossand Red Crescent action

The Pakistan Red Crescent responded to a call from the Idamabad Capital Police, despatching seven ambulances
immediately to the bomb site. An eighth ambulance was aready on the site having been deployed during the
religious festival over the previous five days.
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The Pakistan Red Crescent's information officer, who was present at the site, said the national society’s
ambulances were among the first to arrive. Large agitated crowds ddlayed ambulance access to the site, but
Pakistan Red Crescent vehicles were alowed through.

Two Pakistan Red Crescent doctors accompanied by first aid staff were dso aready present at the site and
attended to the injured. Other Pakistan Red Crescent staff assisted with the removal of bodies. Apart from on-site
medica assistance, the ambulances are being utilized to ferry the wounded and the dead to hospitals.

In 2004 the Pakistan Red Crescent, using its own resources, established a fully equipped ambulance service for the
twin cities of Idamabad and Rawalpindi. These ambulances (11 in total) are coordinated through acentral control
room in the national headquartersin | slamabad.

It is planned to establish Pakistan Red Crescent ambulance services in Peshawar and Karachi as outlined in the
Annua Appeal 05AA049 (http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf appea spl ?annual 05/05A A049.pdf). However, to date this
has not received donor support and this activity could be shelved for 2005.

Click hereto return to thetitle page or contact information.
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