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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 181 countries.  
  

In Brief 
This Information Bulletin (no. 1/2005) is being issued for information only. The Federation is not seeking 
funding or other assistance from donors for this operation at this time. 
 
This Buletin is issued in conjunction with the Minor Emergency for Angola: Marburg haemorrhagic fever 
outbreak, no. 05ME021, and it intended to highlight the response in countries neighbouring Angola.  
 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

• In DRC: Matthieu Musepulu, Secretary General, Red Cross of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo,Kinshasa;Email: croixrougerdc@hotmail.com; Phone 243.98.22.52.14 

• In Congo: Serge Alain Dany Gambicky, Secretary General, Red Cross of the Congo Brazzaville; Email: 
danygambicky@yahoo.fr;Phone 242.526.26.90 or 242.666.79.24 

• In DRC: Camara Moulaye, Federation Acting Head of Congo Delegation, Kinshasa; Email 
hod.kinshasdel@wireless.ifrc.org; Phone +243.81.880.1400 

• In Geneva: Madeleine Lundberg, Federation Regional Officer for West and Central Africa, Africa Dept.; 
Email Madeleine.lundberg@ifrc.org; Phone +41.22.730.4335; Fax +41.22.733.0395  

 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the most 
vulnerable.  For support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or 
other countries, or for a full description of the national society profile, please access the Federation’s website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 

The Situation 
The recent surge in cases of Marburg haemorrhagic fever in Angola has alerted many neighbouring countries to 
the risk it poses. Many have responded by means of task forces or focus committees. Cross-border travel and high 
mobility of people can easily lead to a spread of Marburg fever to countries like the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) and the Republic of Congo (Congo). This potential risk has panicked many in these two countries, 
particularly in the border provinces of Bas Congo, Bandundu, Kasai Occidental and Katanga in DRC, and the 
provinces of Kouilou and Niari in Congo-Brazzaville. 
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Some cases that are suspected to be Marburg have been reported in Matadi (2), Kisantu (1) and Kinshasa (1), 
DRC; however, these are unconfirmed. There are currently no reported cases in Congo.   
 
Red Cross and Red Crescent action 

The governments of the Republic of the Congo (Congo) and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have 
each established a national crisis committee at the national and provincial levels, to enhance coordination of 
prevention activities in response to the Marburg outbreak in neighbouring Angola. The two national societies, the 
Congolese Red Cross and the Red Cross of the Democratic Republic of Congo, are each stakeholders in their 
respective national crisis committees.   
 
Due to the closeness with the affected province in Angola, the Red Cross provincial and county (department) 
offices are in touch with health and administrative authorities to prepare awareness campaigns. Preliminary actions 
are concentrated in the provinces of Bas Congo (DRC) and Kouilou (Congo). 
 
The following measures have been decided by the crisis committees at the national level: 

• Strengthening of the epidemiological surveillance. 
• Raising awareness in the border areas: 

o from Bas Congo up to Katanga, via Bandundu and Kasaï Occidental in DRC, and 
o in Kouilou department and Niari in Congo. 

• Production of educational material   (leaflets and posters). 
• Identification of a reception and treatment site in Kinshasa (Clinique Ngaliema). 
• Equipping immigration police with a reception form.  

 
 
For further information on the Minor Emergency no. 05ME021 covering the Marburg outbreak in Angola, please 
refer to the following: 

• Minor Emergency no. 05ME021 - http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?05/05ME021.pdf 
• Bulletin no. 1 (11 April 2005) - http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?05/05ME02101.pdf 
• Bulletin no. 2 (15 April 2005) - http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?05/05ME02102.pdf 
• Bulletin no. 3 (22 April 2005) - http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?05/05ME02103.pdf 

 
 
All International Federation Operations seek to adhere to the Code of Conduct and are committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (SPHERE Project) in delivering assistance 
to the most vulnerable. 
For support to or for further information concerning Federation operations in this or other countries, please 
access the Federation website at http://www.ifrc.org/  
For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s 2005 Annual Appeals: 

• Democratic Republic of the Congo, no. 05AA035 - 
http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?annual05/05AA035.pdf 

• Republic of Congo, no. 05AA036 – http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?annual05/05AA036.pdf.  
 
 
 

Click here to return to the title page or contact information. 
 
 

http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?05/05ME021.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?05/05ME02101.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?05/05ME02102.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?05/05ME02103.pdf
http://www.ifr.org/
http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?annual05/05AA035.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/cgi/pdf_appeals.pl?annual05/05AA036.pdf

