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AFGHANISTAN: SPRING
FLOODS

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in 18 3 countries.

4 May 2006

In Brief

ThisInformation Bulletin (no 1/2006) isbeing issued for information only. The Federation isnot seeking
funding or other assistance from donorsfor this operation at thistime.

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:
In Afghanistan: Fatima Gailani, Afghanistan Red Crescent Society President; mobile: +93 79 38 55 33.
In Afghanistan: Nina Nobel, Acting Head of Delegation, email; nina.nobel @.ifrc.org, mobile phone: +93 70 278 372.
In India: Robert McKerrow, Head of Regional Delegation, email: bob.mckerrow@ifrc.org, phone: +91 11 2685 8671,
fax: +9111 2685 7567.
In Geneva: Jagan Chapagain, Regional Officer, Asia and Pacific Department, email: jagan.chapagain@ifrc.org, phone:
+41 22 7304316, fax: +41 22 733 0395 or Nelly Khrabraya; email: nelly.khrabraya@ifrc.org; Phone: +41.22.730.4306;
Fax: +41.22.733.0395.

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the Humanitarian
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere project) in delivering assistance to the most vul nerable. For
support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in thisor other countries, or for afull
description of the national society profile, please access the Federation’ s website at http://www.ifrc.org

The situation
With the onset of spring, Afghanistan has been experiencing floods in the northern regions caused by melting
snow and heavy rains.

Nine people were killed, 46 houses totally destroyed and 78 houses partially destroyed when a flood took placein
Doshi district of Baghlan province on 28 April. A tota of 700 livestock in four villages (Gharghara, Seya Khar,
Qara Maz and Khost Fereng) in Doshi district perished during the flood. In Qara Ahmad village, two people died,
38 houses destroyed, 20 hectares of agricultural land damaged and 200 livestock perished during a flood on the
same day. It was reported that the flood which affected Qara Ahmad village started from the Seya Qoul valley and
passed through the highway and into the village. The highway was blocked for three hours before being re-opened.
A government run emergency response unit (ERU) team went to the affected villages in the province to treat
patients.

On 30 April, aflood occurred in Khawa village of Kohestanant district of Sar-i-Pul province, where ten houses
were totally destroyed, 50 livestock died, eght hectares of agricultural land destroyed and one water mill
damaged. There were no reported human degths or injuries during this flood.

Eight people were killed and 25 injured when a flood occurred in Gurziwan district of Faryab province on 30
April. In addition to the human casudties and injuries, 196 houses were totally destroyed, 146 houses damaged
and 500 livestock perished. An estimated 1,000 familiesin 11 villages in this district were affected by the flood.
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Red Cross Red Crescent action

The Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS) branch in Baghlan province has sent out an ERU team to provide the
affected populaion with medical treetment while in Sar-i-Pul province, the ARCS ERU team is conducting
surveys and checking on the conditions of the peopl e affected by the floods.

The ARCS branch has so far dispatched 45 tents and 91 plastic sheets to the affected families in Baghlan province
and 11 tents and 45 blankets to affected families in Sur-i-Pol province. The Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation
Department has dispatched 500 tents and 1,000 blankets to the affected people in Faryab province. Surveys were
conducted by the ARCS Faryab branch on the 4" of May. Following coordination meetings with various aid
agencies (induding ARCS), relief supplies (food and non-food items) will be dispatched to the affected peopl e of
Faryab province within the next few days.

The World Food Programme and UNICEF will be providing further relief supplies (food and other items) to the
affected peopl e of the three provinces.

Please see first page for contact information.




