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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is
the world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in 185 countries.

In Brief

This Bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the situation and the information available at
this time. The Federation is not seeking funding or other assistance from donors for this operation at this
time.

Two devastating fires broke out in the Bangladesh capital, Dhaka, on 12 and 16 October 2006. While 60
people were injured and 485 families were badly affected in the first fire, 4 persons were injured and 140
families were badly affected in the second fire. The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS) and the
Federation have been assessing the situation and are distributing essential relief material to the affected
families.

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:

e In Bangladesh: Bangladesh Red Crescent Society, Mr. M. Shafiul Alam (Secretary General), email:
bdrcs@bangla.net, phone: +88.02.935.2226

e In Bangladesh: Bangladesh Delegation, Mr. Selvaratnam Sinnadurai (Head of Delegation), email:
selvaratnam.sinnadurai@ifrc.org, phone: +88.02.933.7314, fax: +88.02.934.1631

e In India: South Asia Regional Delegation, Ms. Nina Nobel (Acting Head of Regional Delegation), email:
nina.nobel@ifrc.org, phone: +91.11.2411.1125, fax: +91.11.2411.1128

e In Geneva: Asia Pacific Department, Mr. Hiroto Oyama (Regional Officer), email: hiroto.oyama@ifrc.org,
phone: +41.22.730.4273, fax: +41.22.733.0395

The Situation

A devastating fire broke out in the densely populated Lalbagh area of the Bangladesh capital, Dhaka, on 12
October 2006. The fire department estimates that the blaze, which started from a rubber factory, swept through
more than five hundred thatched dwellings in the area. No deaths were reported but around 60 people suffered
injuries. The houses of 485 families have been destroyed. While about 123 families are taking shelter at
different places, the rest are staying with relatives, friends and neighbours.

The government has distributed clothing for men and women to 150 families and has been providing food to
the affected people.

Another large fire occurred in the Kamrangir Char area of Dhaka on 16 October. A joint assessment team from
the Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS) and the Federation was deployed on 18 October to assess the
situation. According to the assessment report, 140 families have been badly affected and have lost their houses
and all their belongings. Four people, mainly daily wage labourers, have been severely injured.
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Red Cross and Red Crescent action

The BDRCS/Federation joint assessment teams visited the affected areas in Lalbagh and Kamrangir Char on 13
and 18 October. Based on the recommendations of the teams, the BDRCS distributed relief materials to 485
families (that have completely lost their belongings) in Lalbagh area and 140 families will be assisted shortly in
Kamrangir Char.

Table: Distribution of relief material in the affected areas

Name of the affected area | Number of families affected Package of relief material
and targeted
Lalbagh 485 1 blanket and 1 family kit per family
Kamrangir Char 140

Please return to the title page for contact information

The International Federation undertakes activities that are aligned with its Global Agenda, which sets out four
broad goals to achieve the Federation's mission to “improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power
of humanity".

Global Agenda Goals:
e Reduce the numbers of deaths, injuries and impact from disasters.
e Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and impact from diseases and public health emergencies.
e Increase local community, civil society and Red Cross Red Crescent capacity to address the most urgent
situations of vulnerability.
e Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social exclusion and promote respect for diversity and human

dignity.

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGQO's) in Disaster Relief and is committed
to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to
the most vulnerable.

For longer-term programmes in this or other countries or regions, please refer to the Federation’s Annual
Appeal. For support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or
other countries, or for national society profiles, please also access the Federation’s website at http://www.ifrc.org
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