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INDONESIA: MT. MERAPI
VOLCANIC ACTIVITY

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 183 countries.

21 April 2006

In Brief

ThisBulletin (01/2006) is being issued for information only, and reflects the status of the situation and
information available at present. The Federation is not seeking funding or other assistance from
donorsfor thisoperation at thistime.

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:
Indonesian Red Cross (PMI): Arifin M Hadi (head of disaster management division); Mobile: +62.81.194.3952
Federation country delegation in Indonesia: Latifur Rahman (disaster management delegate); email:
latifur.rahman@ifrc.org; Mobile: +62.81.182.6614; Phone: +62.21.791.91841; Fax: +62.21.791.80905.
Federation country delegation in Indonesia: Arnulv Torbjornsen (head of delegation); email: arnulv.torbjornsen@ifrc.org;
Phone: +62.21.791.91841; Fax: +62.21.791.80905.
Federation secretariat in Geneva: Josse Gillijns (regional officer, Ada Pacific department); email: josse.qillijns@ifrc.org
Phone: +44.22.730.4224; Fax: +41.22.733.0395.

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian
Charter and Minimum Standardsin Disaster Response (Spohere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerabl e.

For longer-term programmes in this or other countries or regions, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal. For
support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for
national society profiles, please also access the Federation’ s website at http: //mwww.ifrc.org

The Situation

Indonesia stands on dert once more as Mt. Merapi, one of the country’s
most active volcanoes, stirs with volcanic activity. The Directorate of
Vulcanology and Geol ogical Hazard Mitigation on 12 April raised the level
of aertness from Il to 11, indicating a high probability of an eruption; and
warned that if it were to occur, would affect adversely the area around Mt.
Merapi in Central Java and Y ogyakarta. Technical follow-up results of the
As Mt Merapi continues to spew Research and Technolqu Devel opment Agency for Vulcanology (BPPTK)
sulphurous smoke, the Indonesian Y ogyakarta on 1_9 April documenteq 113 mul'tl—phase tremors, 13 streams
government and other actors on Of lava 8 volcanic tremors, with white and thick sulphurous smoke of 400
the ground, including the m height from its crater. Following the report, BPPTK confirmed on the
Indonesian Red Cross, scrambles  same day that based on the scientific data, ancther eruption of Mt. Merapi
to prepare populations at risk for a  was imminent.

possible volcanic eruption. Source:

AFP The governor of Jogyakarta and Central Java strongly advised families at
risk to vacate their houses immediatdy to allow time to bring with them their cattle and other valuables. BPPTK
Y ogyakarta has also cautioned communities against conducting any activities in the river flowing down from Mt.
Merapi. A scientific agency network in Y ogyakarta has aso developed four scenarios from the | east-case to the
worst-case, based on the direction of the lava in the event of an eruption. The Indonesian government is
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conducting preparation at different levels including at the field, based on the third case scenario, one level below
the worst-case scenari o, which anticipates the disaster to displace approxi mately 80,000 people. A map illustrating
thedistricts at risk is attached as Annex 1.

Table 1: Didricts at risks and population located on the slopes of Mt. Merapi

Districts Population at risk Situation as of 20 April

Boyolali 6,399 (out of total population: 59,851) Local government still monitoring the
situation.

Magedang 33,548 (out of total population: 111,461) Official evacuation will commence from
tomorrow morning.

Klaten 1,050 (Total population: 126,831) Local government still monitoring the
situation.

Sleman 18,967 (Total population: 56,215) Official evacuation will commence from
tomorrow morning.

Source: District Executing Unit for the Management of Disaster (SATLAK PB) of Boyolali, Magelang, Klaten and Seman

With the support of SATKORLAK PB offices of Central Java and Jogyakarta, the districts governments have been
stepping up preparedness of resources. At field level (according to SATLAK PB of Boyoldi, Mageang, Klaten
and Sleman), the district governments have already identified and prepared evacuation sites and routes for the
communities. Logistically they are well prepared: 130 trucks provided by the provincial administration of Central
Java have been maobilized, while the military command of Centra Java has deployed over 200 trucks and buses,
and the district administration of Magelang prepared 84 trucks.

District and villages operational posts have been established in Boyolali and the hedlth administration there has
alocated IDR 1 hillion (approximately CHF 28,380,000) for medicines. In Magelang, the local government has
mobilized 36 tonnes of rice, 30 packages of medicine, 30 units of kitchen utensils, 300 flashlights with batteries,
300 rain coats, 30,000 masks, 90 emergency lamps, 900 plastic sheets, 600 buckets, 300 units of plasticware to
store clean water, and 300 emergency latrines. According to the loca SATLAK report, 30 platoon tents, 30
generators and 81 Handy Takie (HT) communication devices are till needed and placed in an outstanding
requirement list. In Sleman, the government and private parties have identified bunkers for use in case of an
eruption. In terms of human resource, in Sleman, the military command of Jogyakarta has deployed three platoons
(300 soldiers) plus a medicd team of 9 medica doctors, 2 ambulances, 12 company tents, 8 fidd stoves, 100
folding beds and a generator set. The provinda government of Y ogyakarta has mobilized 272 buses and trucks
and 69 ambulances.

From nationa levd, the department of socia affairs has alocated IDR 400 million (approximatdy CHF
11,350,000) for three months and also mobilized 100 tonnes of rice for two months, 1,000 boxes of instant
noodles, 20 tents including 15 platoon tents, 50 folding beds and a truckload of operational post equipment
(including communi cation tools, public kitchen, latrine and tent). While the department of health is mobilizing 160
body bags, medicines, ambulances and stand-by medica doctors and staff from Semarang, Solo and Y ogyakarta.

With the objective to evaluate the state of preparedness within the government, the National Coordinating Board
for the Management of Disaster (BAKORNAS PB), organized a coordination meeting on 18 April in Jakarta
chaired by the coordinating minister for people s welfare and attended by BASARNAS (National Search and
Rescue Agency), minister of social affairs, commander-in-chief of the military, vice governors of Centra Java and
Y ogyakarta provinces, heads of districts of the affected areas, and the chairman of the Indonesian Red Cross
(Palang Merah Indonesia or PMI). The same day, BAKORNAS PB deployed ateam to assess the situation on the
ground and review coordination mechanisms. According to the centra and loca government, the situation is
presently under control and no immediate international assistance is required. In worst-case scenario (mgor
eruption situation), however, there is a possibility that the government capacities will be overwhemed and
international assistance will be required.

The UN RC/HC Office in Jakarta is closdy monitoring the situation and has direct contact with pertinent
government and non-government institutions, including the Red Cross. Under USAID support, a US Geol ogi cal

vulcanologist team is present in Indonesia to support the Directorate of Vulcanology and Geological Hazard
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Mitigation, and BPPTK Y ogyakarta to carry out in-depth monitoring on Mt. Merapi’s volcanic activity.
A meeting was held on 18 April, organized by the UN technical working group on disaster risk reduction together
with the Indonesian Red Cross and the Federation. The meeting ended with an agreement that a terms of reference
for asmall inter-agency team would be deve oped that coul d be mobilized and deployed rapidly to carry out ajoint
assessment and expl ore possibilities to complement each other and on resource sharing.

Red Cross and Red Crescent action

PMI, in collaboration with the Federation, is mobilizing relief items and personnel. It has sent 8 platoon tents,
20,000 masks and prepared 2-day food packages for 20,000 people. A total of 100 volunteers are ready in each of
the affected districts with ambulances. In cooperation with the local government, PMI is planning to establish 14-
field kitchen. In the worst case scenario, it is ready to mobilize relief supplies and personne from its 32 branches
in surrounding provinces and elsewherein the country.

At fidd leve, PMI's SATGANA (Fidd Action Team) and youth volunteers of the most likely affected four
districts have been put on aert and standby. Many have been activdy participating in emergency response
preparations under the coordination of the respective SATLAK PB units. All the ambulance teams of the four
districts plus PMI chapters of Central Java and Jogyakarta have been put on standby on the front line sites.

PMI branches from the four districts have prepared 100 volunteers each, emergency response tents and fied
kitchen services for the affected people. In rdation to the government-coordinated relief preparations, PMI is set to
be an active actor in field kitchen, medical service, evacuation and relief distribution based on needs.

At nationa level, to strengthen emergency services — with the support of the Federation, PMI national
headquarters has rel eased platoon tents, stretchers, maskers and medicine to support approximady 4,000 patients,
while a consi derabl e quantity of rice and instant noodl es has been mobilized to back-up al field kitchen servicesin
the field. A special committee is working to mobilize 5,000 ready-food packs for an initial two-days immediate
distribution among 5,000 most vulnerable households. There is an ongoing distribution of 20,000 dust masks
among most vulnerable familiesin four districts.

The PMI disaster response coordinator was deployed on 19 April to the field to provide additiona support to the
preparation phase, strengthen coordination with local SATKORLAK and SATLAK and explore immediate needs.
Two members of a water and sanitation team is also in the field to carryout specific assessment in al temporary
shelters fadilities. Under Federation support, a PMI national response team (TIM KHUSUS) with other two wings
of medical action, and water and sanitation teams are on standby mode, waiting for mobilization orders. The
closest logistics hubs of Jakarta, Surabaya and Padang have aready been aerted and await with full capacity in
terms of family tents, tarpaulin, family kits, hygiene kits, mosquito nets, slegping mats, and other necessary
immediate assistance.

Coordination

In dl four districts coordination is ongoing with local government and other stakeholders, as well as detailed
assessment to determine further needs (such as short- and long-term requirements in terms of food, shelter, health,
water and sanitation and livelihood). The branches in al four districts continue their standard coordination and
communi cation with their chapter offices and with the PMI national office.

A headquarters-level emergency operation room has been set up where constant coordination and information
sharing is established with BAKORNAS, SATKORLAK and SATLAK at different levels and this network
includes the Federation, UN, NGOs, diplomatic missions and other donors.

There is ongoing information sharing and coordination is also ongoing between PMI, the Federation country
dd egation, the Federation regiona dd egation and Secretariat in Geneva, and all are on a stage of alert.



INDONESIA: Mt. Merapi Volcanic Activity; I nformation Bulletin no. 01/2006 4

The Austraian government through AusAID and the US government through USAID continue to express their
strong desire to support the preparation phase of Red Cross activities including volunteer mobilization, evacuation,
health and ambulance service, field kitchens, volunteering, communication, and ready-food packs.

Map below, click hereto return to the title page or contact information.
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