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NEPAL: DEMONSTRATIONS  notaisie 20:

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers ar e active in over 183 countries.

In Brief

This Bulletin is being issued for information only,
and reflects the sStuation and the information
available at thistime. The Federation is not seeking
funding or other assistance from donors for this
operation at thistime.

For further information specifically related to this

operation please contact:

- In Nepal: Nepal Red Cross Society, Kathmandu: Umesh
Prasad Dhakal, Executive Director, umesh@nrcs.org, tel.:
+ 977 1 42 70 650; fax: + 977 142 71 915.
Federation Office, Kathmandu: Nicholas Russell, Federation
Representative, nick.russdl@ifrc.org , tel: + 9771 42 85
843; fax: + 977 1 42 86 048.
For regional overview, contact Bob McKerrow, Head of

Regional Delegation, South Asia, New Delhi. Tel. : +91 An injured person being transported by a Nepal
112685 8671, mobile +91 98 1000 1534, Red Cross first aid team after receiving treatment
bob.mckerrow@ifrc.org

In Geneva: Mr. Hiroto Oyama, Regional Officer, Asia Pacific Department, hiroto.oyama@ifrc.org, Phone: + 4122 730
42 73; fax + 41 22 7330395

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) in Disaster Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian
Charter and Minimum Standardsin Disaster Response (ohere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable.

For longer-term programmes in this or other countries or regions, please refer to the Federation's Annual Appeal. For
support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for
national society profiles, please also access the Federation’s website at http: //www.ifrc.org

The Situation

The demonstrations and nationwi de strikes called by the seven party alliance of Nepal are continuing despite the
King's address on 21st April. As of 23rd April, 14 people have been killed during the demonstrations and although
an exact datais not available, it has been reported in the nationa media that more than five thousand people have
been injured. The hospitals in Kathmandu are full of the wounded and the medica associations have aerted their
members to concentrate on emergency cases.

The seven party aliance has flatly rejected the King's request to put forward a name for prime minister. They have
officially decided to continue with the ongoing strikes and demonstrati ons. Due to this, the streets of Kathmandu
and other mgjor cities of the country are full of demonstrators.
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A daytime curfew has again been imposed in the Kathmandu valley since 21st April. However, the demonstrators
have defied the curfew in a number of places resulting into clashes with the security forces. In the Kathmandu
valey alone, more than two hundreds peopl e have been wounded every day. A curfew has also been enforced -
and defied by demonstrators - in a number of places outside Kathmandu Valey. As a result dashes between the
demonstrators and security forces areincreasing.

Red Cross and Red Crescent action

The Nepa Red Cross Society (NRCS) has been providing emergency first aid to the people wounded in the
clashes between security forces and demonstrators across the country since the very first day of the general strike
and the demonstrations which followed. NRCS has so far provided first aid to 2,071 wounded patients in
Kathmandu valley aone as of 23rd April 2006. 287 wounded patients have been transported to various hospitals
for further treatment.

In close coordination with Red Cross ambulances and Blood transfusion services programmes, the NRCS first aid
programme unit has been deploying more than 60 first aid volunteers every day from National Headquarters. In
addition to this, district branches have mobilized a sizeable number of first aid vol unteers to work at various other
locations, and mobile teams have also been at the service of the wounded wherever needed. These teams across
the country have provided service to thousands of victims, the exact numbers are still awaited.

The first ad volunteers have generally been deployed at 6 strategic locations in the capita . From these locations,
the mobile teams move to various areas as needed and provide first aid service impartially to demonstrators,
security forces, journalists and any other person needing assistance. Depending on the situation and needs,
strategies are being changed: mobile to static and vice-versa. The volunteers have been providing mainly three
types of services: immediate first aid, referral to hospital or transportation of patients to home or dsewhere as
needed. The main injuries the volunteers have treated are head injuries, bleeding, gun-shot wounds, fractures,
dislocations and scratches.

The NRCS volunteer teams are equipped with first aid kits, required medicine, suitable clothing, hd mets and
communi cation equipments. The first aid command post located at the national headquarters has been coordinating
al the teams in the field. During the curfew, all Red Cross vehicles have generally been provided with curfew
passes by security forces, facilitating their movement. On 21st April, however, no curfew pass was issued, and
made operations significantly more difficult. However, the teams stationed at strategic locations were able to
continue their work, and ambulance vehicles could continue some transportation of equipments, volunteers and
patients. However, vehicles of the Nepal Red Cross are allowed to move unhindered if curfew is not enforced.

Theimpartial service of the Nepal Red Cross has been appreciated by dl the parties to the conflict. The Red Cross
isgiven access to all the areas and serviceis being provided without discrimination.

The King's address to the nation on the 21st promising to restore multi-party democracy has not been accepted as
sufficient by the seven party alliance The aliance statement that protests will continue has been followed by
further demonstrations and dashes, in-spite of the day Iong curfew orders. Therefore the NRCS volunteers are il
onthe streets, fulfilling their challenging task of effectively providing emergency first aid services to the wounded.

The situation has also provided the opportunity to promote the image and services of the Nepal Red Cross, and to
enhance theimage of the whole Red Cross Red Crescent Movement. It has helped in promoti ng understanding of
the Red Cross emblem and a so increased its visibility. The general public have withessed the Red Cross helping
others on the streets everyday since the demonstrations began.

Coordination

The NRCS has been coordinating with the government authorities, the political parties, the Federation and the
ICRC for the smooth running of the service. The government authority has been providing curfew passes for first
aid team vehicles (except on the 21st). The NRCS has so far been providing the services through its own
volunteers and resources but tangible support from our sister societies and the Federation may be needed in the
daysto come.

Click here to return to thetitle page or contact information.




