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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in 185 countries.   

In Brief 
This Bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the situation and the information 
available at this time. The Federation is not seeking funding or other assistance from donors for 
this operation at this time. 
 

 
The Situation 
On Tuesday, 16 October 2007, the team from the Volcanology and Geological Hazard Management Centre of 
Bandung, West Java who have been observing the Mount Kelud volcano in Blitar raised an alert for possible 
volcanic eruption to the maximum level. Mount Kelud stands at 1,731 metres high and is located 90 km southwest 
of Indonesia’s second largest city, Surabaya, in the East Java province. The local government has ordered the 
evacuation of more than 100,000 people from within a ten-kilometre radius at the foot of the volcano. 
<click here for a map of the area> 
 
Several collection centres and meeting points have been established by the local government and military, which 
provide essential items such as food, blankets, tents and medical aid to the people who have been internally 
displaced at this time. The national coordination board for disaster management (BAKORNAS) initially reported 
that more than 22,000 people were evacuated. However, other reports also indicate that many people have returned 
to their homes in spite of the warnings. 
 
 
Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
The East Java chapter of the Indonesian Red Cross Society (Palang Merah Indonesia/PMI) is coordinating the 
activities of three branches: Kediri, Blitar and Malang. All three branches have deployed Satgana (satuan tugas 
penanggulangan bencana/disaster response unit) members and volunteers to support the local government’s 
efforts in evacuation and food distribution to the internally displaced persons (IDP).  
 
Upon the request of the governor, the PMI headquarters has been on stand-by with a 40-bed field hospital, which 
will be dispatched, if and when the eruption occurs. A total of 65,000 masks have also been shipped to East Java, 
15,000 of which have already been distributed.  
 
PMI is currently formulating a plan of action which includes the possible distribution of hygiene kits, tarpaulins 
and drinking water facilities. The PMI’s central warehouse in Surabaya has already made a quick assessment of 
potential suppliers for the purchase of food items, should the need arise.   
 

http://www.glidenumber.net/glide/public/search/details.jsp?glide=18026&record=1&last=1
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The Federation country delegation is working closely with PMI, and will continue to monitor the situation. The 
delegation is also in contact with the Southeast Asia regional delegation in Bangkok, and the Asia Pacific disaster 
management unit (APDMU) in Kuala Lumpur as well as external partners in Indonesia such as ECHO, USAID 
and AusAID.    
 

Map below; click here to return to the title page 
 
 

How we work 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief and is committed 
to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to 
the most vulnerable. 
 
The Federation’s Global Agenda  
The International Federation’s 
activities are aligned with under a 
Global Agenda, which sets out four 
broad goals to meet the Federation's 
mission to "improve the lives of 
vulnerable people by mobilizing the 
power of humanity". 

Global Agenda Goals: 
• Reduce the numbers of deaths, injuries and impact from disasters. 
• Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and impact from diseases and 

public health emergencies. 
• Increase local community, civil society and Red Cross Red Crescent 

capacity to address the most urgent situations of vulnerability. 
• Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social exclusion and promote 

respect for diversity and human dignity. 

  
Contact information  
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 
• Indonesian Red Cross (PMI): Mr. Arifin M. Hadi (head of disaster management division);  

email: arifinmhd_dm_pmi@yahoo.com; phone: +62.21.799.2325 ext. 222; mobile: +62.811.943.952 
• Federation country delegation in Indonesia: Bob McKerrow (head of delegation);  

email: bob.mckerrow@ifrc.org; mobile: +62.811.824.859; fax: +62.21.7918.0905,  
• Federation secretariat in Geneva (Asia Pacific department): Josse Gillijns (regional officer);  

email: josse.gillijns@ifrc.org; phone: +44.22.730.4224, fax: +41.22 733.0395, or Priya Nair;  
email: priya.nair@ifrc.org; phone: + 44-22.730.4296. 

• Asia Pacific Zone in Kuala Lumpur: Amy Gaver, (disaster management delegate);  
email: amy.gaver@ifrc.org; phone: + 60 3 2161 0892, fax: +60 3 2161 1210, mobile +60 12 220 1174; and, 
Ilir Caushaj (regional logistics coordinator), email: ilir.caushaj@ifrc.org; phone: + 60 3 2161 0892,  
fax: +60 3 2161 1210, mobile: + 60 12 628 2707. 

 

http://www.ifrc.org/publicat/conduct/index.asp
http://www.sphereproject.org/
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