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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in 185 countries.   

In Brief 

This Bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the situation and the information available at 

this time. The Federation is not seeking funding or other assistance from donors for this operation at this 

time. 

 

The International Federation undertakes activities that are aligned with its Global Agenda, which sets out 

four broad goals to achieve the Federation's mission to "improve the lives of vulnerable people by 

mobilizing the power of humanity". 

 

Global Agenda Goals: 

• Reduce the numbers of deaths, injuries and impact from disasters. 

• Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and impact from diseases and public health emergencies. 

• Increase local community, civil society and Red Cross Red Crescent capacity to address the 

most urgent situations of vulnerability. 

• Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social exclusion and promote respect for diversity and 

human dignity. 
 

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

• Russian Red Cross: Raisa Lukuksova, Chair person, Phone +007 495 126 7571; email: mail@redcross.ru 

• Russia Delegation: Alexander Matheou, Head of Delegation; Phone + 007 495 126 15 66; email: 

Alexander.Matheou@ifrc.org 

• Geneva Secretariat: Sylvie Chevalley, Regional Desk Officer; Phone 41 22 730 42 76; Fax 41 22 733 03 

95; email: Sylvie.Chevalley@ifrc.org 
 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) in Disaster Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian 

Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. 

 

For longer-term programmes in this or other countries or regions, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal. For 

support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for 

national society profiles, please also access the Federation’s website at http://www.ifrc.org 

 

The Situation 

On Monday, 19 March, there was an explosion at the Ulyanovskaya mine in Novokuznetsk (Kemerovo region). 

The official investigation is expected to last two weeks, but the press service of the regional administration has 
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stated that apparently, during a check of new equipment, a build-up of methane exploded causing the mine shaft to 

cave in. 108 miners were killed, 2 are missing, and 93 were rescued. 

 

The Ministry of Emergencies has sent a team of rescue workers and the families of the victims have been 

promised compensation by Yuzhkuzbassugol, the company which owns the mine. The neighbouring regions of 

Chita and Tomsk have also offered monetary aid, but Aman Tuleyev, the governor of Kemerovo, has proposed 

waiting nine days before distributing money or housing, so that it can be done “under calmer circumstances”. 

 

On the same day, in Russian Federation, 6 died in a plane crash in Samara and 68 died in a fire at a home for the 

elderly in Krasnodar. President Vladimir Putin announced a day of mourning on Wednesday for those who had 

lost their lives. 

 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 

The Kemerovo branch of the Russian Red Cross has donated RUB 30,000 (CHF 1,398) for the affected families 

and is currently organizing a centre for psycho-social support. The National Society is working out a plan of action 

which will be finalized on Monday. 
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