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The context

The eighth earthquake this year measuring over 6.0 on the Richter Scale in the Xinjiang
Autonomous Region of north-west China struck Jiashi County on 16 April. Approximately
280,000 people live in the earthquake area which has experienced over 4,000 aftershocks since 21
January. Thousands of homes constructed of wood and mud have been destroyed and many
livestock have died in these rural communities, where agriculture and sheep raising are the
mainstay.

After the 21 January earthquake, many people moved out of their homes to sleep which has
contributed to the low death toll. Another factor has been the warnings issued by the Government
following seismologists' predictions and the subsequent evacuation of families from weakened
structures the day before two earthquakes hit on 6 April. In that episode 1,559 rooms were
destroyed in 16 townships, and 113 schools ( 842 classrooms) were damaged. The Government
continues to warn the public of additional, and possibly more severe, quakes. The collective
impact of these quakes could ultimately require Federation assistance.
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Red Cross/Red Crescent action

The Red Cross Society of China in Xinjiang has deployed its joint Public Health
Bureau-RCSC Medical Teams to the stricken area where they are providing first aid and
sanitation procedures to reduce the possible spread of disease. The RCSC Headquarters
released RMB 200,000 (CHF 30,000) following the two earthquakes on 6 April. The
Society is currently gathering additional information from its branches in the area, which
will be communicated asit becomes available.

The Government has provided shelter materials and soldiers have been mobilised to help
the communities recover.
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