
 

MDRWS002; Glide n° EP-2019-000139-WSM Date of issue: 29 November 2019 

Date of disaster: November 2019 Point of contact: Dr. Dewindra, Health Manager 

Operation start date: 17 November 2019 Expected timeframe: 3 months 

Category of disaster: Yellow 

Host National Society: Samoa Red Cross Society 

Number of people affected: 90,000 Number of people to be assisted: 30,000 

N° of National Societies currently involved in the operation: 2 

N° of other partner organizations involved in the operation: 2 

 
This bulletin is being issued for information only and reflects the current situation and details available at this time. 
The Samoa Red Cross Society (SRCS) with the support of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) will seek funding through DREF activation to provide support to the affected population.  
 
 

The situation 
A state of emergency was declared by the Samoan Government on 15 November 2019 following the widespread 
transmission of measles. As of 26 November, the government confirmed a total of 2,437 cases and 32 related deaths. 
The number of patients confirmed continues still to grow daily. 
 

Breakdown of measles cases by 26th November 

Age group 
Measles cases last 24 

hours 
Total measles cases 

Total measles-related 
deaths 

0-5 months   19 191 6 

6-11 months 25 314 7 

1-4 years 74 793 15 

5-9 years 26 226 0 

10-14 years 6 60 1 

15-19 years 33 239 2 

20-29 years 31 339 0 

30-39 years 14 149 1 

40-49 years 4 60 0 

50+ years 1 10 0 

missing age 10 56 0 

Total 243 2,437 32 
(Source: Government of Samoa Facebook page) 

 
Majority of the confirmed cases and deaths are children below the age of five. As of 26 November, 1,298 of the 2,437 
(53 per cent) confirmed cases and 28 of the 32 (88 per cent) related deaths were of children less than 5 years old.  
 
 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
The Samoa Red Cross Society activated its disaster response on Sunday 17th November following the declaration 
of the state of emergency. The SRCS has since assisted the Ministry of Health (MoH) by:  

Information bulletin 
Samoa/Pacific: Measles Outbreak 

http://www.glidenumber.net/glide/public/search/details.jsp?glide=21623&record=1&last=7
http://www.glidenumber.net/glide/public/search/details.jsp?glide=21623&record=1&last=7
https://www.facebook.com/samoagovt/posts/2782103895153948
https://www.facebook.com/samoagovt/posts/2782103895153948
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• Providing First Aid standby service – as required for any health emergency within the vaccination sites; 

• Assisting the flow and registration of patients attending the MoH run vaccination site set up by SRCS in the 
Red Cross compound; 

• Providing hygiene promotion activities such as handwashing and personal hygiene behaviour for people in 
the waiting room in all vaccination sites; 

• Mobilizing voluntary blood donor recruitment at workplaces and within the community to address the 
additional blood demand necessary to treat serious measle cases; 

 
A total of 10, 694 people have been assisted through the 11 Measles Care Units (MCUs). Vaccination was also 
administered to 3, 427 children from 6 months to 19 years of age and young females of childbearing age. The CCST 
pacific office continues to provide technical support and 
guidance to the SRCS.  
 
With further financial support, the SRCS aims to reach 
30,000 people to: 
 

• Provide safe, adequate and secure location for 
mobile unit in vaccination campaign 

• Reinforce voluntary non-remunerated blood 
drives (VNRBD) – target of 500 donors 

• Provide first aid standby to all sites – target of 
10,000 people 

• Provide effective health messaging to all level 
for awareness and preventative measures 
targeting 30,000 people with hygiene 
promotion activities. 

 
 

 

 

Contact information 

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

In Samoa Red Cross Society 

• Isara Iose, Disaster Management Coordinator; phone: (685) 7721360 / (685) 24334 

In IFRC Country Cluster Support Team Suva 

• Kathryn Clarkson, Head of CCST; email: kathryn.clarkson@ifrc.org 

• Stephanie Zoll, Disaster Risk Management Coordinator; phone: (679) 331 1855 / (679) 998 0561;  

email: stephanie.zoll@ifrc.org 

• Dr. Dewindra Widiamurti, Health Manager; phone: (679) 331 1855 / (679) 992 0006;  

email: dewindra.widiamurti@ifrc.org 

• Eseroma Ledua, Surge Operations Manager; phone: (679) 331 1855 / (679) 999 2495;  

email: surge.ccstsuva@ifrc.org 

In IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office 

• Mohammed Omer Mukhier, Deputy Regional Director; email: mohammedomer.mukhier@ifrc.org  

• Necephor Mghendi, Head of Disaster and Crisis Unit (DCPRR); email: necephor.mghendi@ifrc.org  

• Tomoe Ayoama, Trainee Operations Coordinator; email: opscoord.pacific@ifrc.org 

• Riku Assamaki, Logistics Coordinator; email: riku.assamaki@ifrc.org   

• Rosemarie North, Communications Manager; phone: +60 12 230 8451; email: rosemarie.north@ifrc.org 

Services provided at one of the vaccination sites. (Photo: SRCS) 

mailto:kathryn.clarkson@ifrc.org
mailto:kathryn.clarkson@ifrc.org
mailto:Stephanie.ZOLL@ifrc.org
mailto:Stephanie.ZOLL@ifrc.org
mailto:DEWINDRA.WIDIAMURTI@ifrc.org
mailto:DEWINDRA.WIDIAMURTI@ifrc.org
mailto:Surge.CCSTSuva@ifrc.org
mailto:Surge.CCSTSuva@ifrc.org
mailto:mohammedomer.mukhier@ifrc.org
mailto:mohammedomer.mukhier@ifrc.org
mailto:necephor.mghendi@ifrc.org
mailto:necephor.mghendi@ifrc.org
mailto:OpsCoord.Pacific@ifrc.org
mailto:OpsCoord.Pacific@ifrc.org
mailto:riku.assamaki@ifrc.org
mailto:riku.assamaki@ifrc.org
mailto:rosemarie.north@ifrc.org
mailto:rosemarie.north@ifrc.org


P a g e  | 3 

 

For IFRC Resource Mobilization and Pledges support:  

• In IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office: Alice Ho, Partnership in Emergencies Coordinator;  
email: PartnershipsEA.AP@ifrc.org 

 

For Performance and Accountability (planning, monitoring, evaluation and reporting enquiries)  

• In IFRC Country Cluster Support Team Suva: Semiti Temo, PMER Manager; phone: (679) 3311855 / 

(679) 9987202; email: semiti.temo@ifrc.org  

• In IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office: Liew Siew Hui, PMER Manager; email: siewhui.liew@ifrc.org 

 

How we work 

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian Charter and 
Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. The 
IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian activities by 
National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby contributing to the 
maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 
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