
Glide n° FL-2020-000161-BGD Date of issue: 13 July 2020 

Date of disaster: Emerging Point of contact: Surendra Kumar Regmi, 
Programme Coordinator, IFRC Bangladesh Country 
Office 

Operation start date: 14 July 2020 Expected timeframe: - 

Category of disaster: Yellow 

Host National Society: Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS) 

Number of people affected: 1,000,000 people 
(approx.) 

Number of people to be assisted: TBD 

N° of National Societies currently involved in the operation (if available and relevant): - 

N° of other partner organizations involved in the operation (if available and relevant): - 

This bulletin is being issued for information only and reflects the current situation and details available at 
this time. The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS), with the support of the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and Partner National Societies (PNS) actively engaged and 
closely monitoring the situation. Based on the evolving situation and updated information, BDRCS may 
request for external assistance from the Movement partners.  

<click here for detailed contact information> 

The situation 

Huge onrush of water from the upstream and monsoon 
rain freshly flooded northern and north-eastern districts 
of Bangladesh. Earlier, during the last week of June 
2020, BDRCS based on the forecast, has activated its 
Early Action Protocol (EAP) to support 3,800 
households in three districts which have more than 25 
per cent of household assets damaged. After showing a 
slight improvement last week, the flood situation has 
deteriorated again as major rivers in the country are 
flowing above the danger level. According to the current 
forecast, this flood has 50 per cent chances to cross 1 
in 10 years on 21 July. Thousands of people in low-lying 
areas are witnessing the second phase of floods this 
season due to rise of water levels of major rivers in the 
country. 

Flood situation may further worsen in north-eastern districts of Sylhet, Sunamganj and Netrokona; northern 
districts of Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat, Rangpur, Kurigram, and Gaibandha; north-western district of Natore and north 
central districts of Bogura and Jamalpur by 13 July 2020. Many of these districts were affected when the first 
monsoon flood hit on 26 June and the situation there improved after several days. The Ministry of Disaster 
Management and Relief (MoDMR) mentioned in a briefing that the northern Kurigram, Lalmonirhat, Rangpur, 
Nilphamari and Gaibandha, northwestern Natore, Naogaon, Bogura, Sirajganj and Rajshahi, northcentral 
Jamalpur and Tangail and central Manikganj districts in the Brahmaputra-Jamuna basin, central districts of 
Rajbari, Faridpur, Madaripur, Shariatpur and Munshiganj and southeastern Chandpur in the Ganges-Padma basin 
and northeastern Netrokona, Sylhet and Sunamganj and central district of Kishoreganj in the Meghna basin may 
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People in Nilphamari district marooned in current floods. (Photo: 
BDRCS) 
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witness a fresh wave of flood. 
 
According to the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre 
(FFWC) bulletin on 12 July 2020, water levels of all major 
rivers in upper Meghna basin, Brahmaputra-Jamuna and 
Gages basins are in rising trend till 12 July morning and 
it may continue in the next 72 hours due to onrush of 
upstream water coupled with heavy to very heavy 
rainfall.  
 
Major rivers in the Meghna basin such as Surma River, 
Jamuna River and Gur River are all reportedly 
experiencing rising of water levels above their danger 
marks.  
 
The FFWC is predicting that heavy rainfall is likely to 
occur in the country’s south-eastern hill regions and it 
may cause rapid rise of water levels in Sangu, Halda 
Muhuri and Matamuhuri rivers in that region on 13 July 
2020. 
 
Of the 101 river gauging stations, the FFWC observed 
swelling at 66 points within the 24 hours on 11 July 2020. 
The FFWC reported that the precipitation level was at 
523 millimeters at Cherapunji during the same time and 
Assam and Meghalaya and West Bengal also received 
heavy rain. For Bangladesh, the country’s highest rainfall 
of 252 millimeters in the 24 hours until 9:00 am local time 
on 11 July 2020 was recorded at Lourergarh in 
Sunamganj. Extremely heavy rains were observed at 
many places at Sylhet, Sunamganj, Netrokona and 
Mymensingh. 
 
Bangladesh Meteorological Department predicted light to moderate rains in most places in Rajshahi, Rangpur, 
Mymensingh, Chattoram and Sylhet divisions and in many places in Barishal, Dhaka and Khulna divisions until 
Sunday morning. Indian Meteorological Department predicted extremely heavy rainfall to continue in places 
upstream through 12 July. According to Water Development Board, a lot of water was flowing from upstream until 
12 July night. The water level at Teesta barrage point in Lalmonirhat rose to 55 centimeters above the danger 
mark while water at Dharla River at Kulaghat point was flowing above the danger level of 60 centimeters. The 
Water Development Board mentioned that the water is increasing gradually and issued a red alert in the Teesta 
basin as the flood situation continued to deteriorate. 
 
Over a million people were marooned in dozens of villages from 10 to 11 July 2020 as roaring rivers swept away 
embankments in the districts where some of the embankments were already under water since 26 June. 
Thousands of people are expected to leave their homes throughout the beginning of this week to seek shelter in 
higher grounds as the Water Development Board warned that the onrush of water from upstream would further 
intensify.  
 
As low-lying areas in 23 districts are predicted to experience a month-long fresh flooding in the next week with 
the rise of water levels in major rivers, the Government of Bangladesh is on standby with all-out measures to face 
the flood situation. The State Minister of MoDMR said in a briefing that the government has taken all-out 
preparations to protect the lives and livelihoods of people from the approaching flood as the deluge may continue 
for prolonged period. Directives have been given to ensure preparedness of shelter centers in 23 districts. The 
Government of Bangladesh has allocated total 8,210 metric tons of rice, BDT 22,250,000 (approximately CHF 
242,235) of cash, 48,000 packets of dry foods, BDT 4,800,000 (approximately CHF 52,258) worth of fodders 
(animal foods) and BDT 4,800,000 (approximately CHF 52,258) worth of child foods to 23 districts from 28 June 
to 9 July.  
 
Each district will receive 200 metric tons of rice, BDT 500,000 cash (approximately CHF 5,443), BDT 200,000 
(approximately CHF 2,177) worth of child food, BDT 200,000 (approximately CHF 2,177) worth of fodder and 

Bangladesh flood inundation map based on FFWC domestic 
forecast, as of 12 July 2020. (Source: Flood Forecasting and 
Warning Centre, Bangladesh) 
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2,000 packets of dry foods to ensure timely distribution and local administrations are available to immediately 
support the affected people. The State Minister of MoDMR said, more allocation will be provided based on the 
evolving needs of the affected people. The District Disaster Management Committee (DDMC) and Bangladesh 
Water Development Board offices are continuously coordinating and constantly monitoring the flood situation 
since June to ensure efficient response during monsoon season. 
 
 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
 
While coordinating closely with the government at 
national and district levels, BDRCS together with IFRC 
and in-country PNS are closely monitoring the situation. 
As mentioned above, based on forecast during the last 
week of June, BDRCS has activated the floods EAP and 
assisted 3,300 households with multipurpose cash 
support of BDT 4,500 (approximately CHF 49) each in 
the districts of Jamalpur, Gaibandha and Kurigram. 
BDRCS with the support of IFRC, German Red Cross 
and Swiss Red Cross completed the distribution by 4 
July. With the support of Swiss Red Cross, BDRCS 
reached another 500 households in Gaibandha district 
with the multipurpose cash support. BDRCS also 
provided evacuation support to the people, their 
livestock and moveable assets and basic first aid 
services to the injured people.  
 
For this fresh floods’ situation, BDRC has organized two coordination meetings with the IFRC and in-country PNS 
on 11 and 12 July. Experts from Red Cross Climate Centre and BDRCS Forecast based Financing (FbF) team 
presented updated forecasts in those meetings. While closely monitoring the situation at national and districts 
levels, BDRCS allocated some 13,400 food packs for the flood affected areas. Deployment of six water purification 
units with 1,800 units of jerrycans are already issued. Household items of 2,000 units hygiene parcels, 1,000 sets 
of dignity kits, 3,000 sheets of tarpaulins and 2,000 units of tents are kept ready from the disaster preparedness 
stock. While the local volunteers of BDRCS units (branches) are active in the field, especially in Gaibandha, 
Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari, Jamalpur, BDRCS’ 180 National Disaster Response Team (NDRT) and National 
Disaster WASH Response Team (NDWRT) members are on stand by for the deployment. BDRCS’ several teams 
of mobile medical are also on standby for deployment. BDRCS NHQ has opened the Emergency Control Room 
and advised all its staff to be on high alert for possible deployment. Considering the COVID-19 situation, BDRCS 
has given outmost importance to the safety of its staff and volunteers. 
 
BDRCS is implementing Integrated Flood Resilience Programme (IFRP) in eight communities of Jamalpur 
(supported by Swedish Red Cross), Lalmonirhat and Nilphamari (supported by MoFA, Government of the 
Republic of Korea and IFRC) districts where total 200 trained and equipped community disaster response team 
(CDRT) members are on stand by and keeping continuous communications with the communities. The 
community-based flood early warning system has been activated. The team is coordinating with district level 
authorities such as Water Development Board offices and collecting information and disseminating the message 
among the community regarding the flood situation.  
 
Communities in Nilphamari and Jamalpur are mostly vulnerable and likely to be affected by the floods as river 
water has increased above the danger level. Hence, the community-based flood contingency plan has been 
activated in each community and community volunteers in coordination with the local government took necessary 
actions in line with the plan. The community disaster response fund is also available in each community to be 
utilized as needed.  
 
IFRC Bangladesh Country Office in Dhaka is in close coordination with BDRCS, its IFRC sub-office in Cox’s 
Bazaar, in-country Movement partners and the IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office in Kuala Lumpur. If required, 
upon the request of the BDRCS, IFRC may request for imminent DREF allocation. BDRCS with the support from 
IFRC has an existing emergency appeal for monsoon floods in 2019. BDRCS may revise this emergency appeal 
to include these floods based on the evolving situation of the floods. 

 

BDRCS staff and volunteers visiting flood affecting communities 
in Nilphamari district. (Photo: BDRCS) 
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 

Click here 

1. Click here to return to the title page 

 

Contact information 
 

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

In Bangladesh Red Crescent Society: 

In the IFRC Bangladesh Country Office 

• Azmat Ulla, head of country office; email: azmat.ulla@ifrc.org 

• Surendra Kumar Regmi, programme coordinator; email: surendrakumar.regmi@ifrc.org  

• Hasibul Bari, senior manager, humanitarian response and shelter; email: hasibul.bari@ifrc.org 

 

In the IFRC Asia Pacific Regional Office, Kuala Lumpur 

• Mohammed Omer Mukhier, deputy regional director; email: mohammedomer.mukhier@ifrc.org 

• Necephor Mghendi, head of disaster and crises unit; email: necephor.mghendi@ifrc.org  

• Vinod Muniandy, operations coordinator; email: opscoord.southasia@ifrc.org  

• Siokkun Jang, regional logistics manager; email siokkun.jang@ifrc.org  

• Antony Balmain, communications manager; email: antony.balmain@ifrc.org  
 

In IFRC Geneva 

• Nelson Castano, manager operations coordination, nelson.castano@ifrc.org  
 

For IFRC Resource Mobilization and Pledges 

• Alice Ho, resource mobilization in emergencies coordinator; email: PartnershipsEA.AP@ifrc.org  
 

For Performance and Accountability support (planning, monitoring, evaluation and reporting enquiries) 

• Liew Siew Hui, PMER manager; email: siewhui.liew@ifrc.org  
 
 

How we work 

All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian Charter and 
Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. 
The IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian 
activities by National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby 
contributing to the maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 

 

 

 

 

• Feroz Salah Uddin, secretary general; mobile: +880 181 145 8500;email: secretarygeneral@bdrcs.org 

• Rafiqul Islam, deputy secretary general; mobile: +880181 145 8501; email: rafiqul.islam@bdrcs.org  

• Mijanur Rahman, director, disaster response; mobile: +880 181 458522,  
email: mdmijanur.rahman@bdrcs.org 
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