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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 183 countries.  

In Brief 
CHF 50,165.46 (USD 39,009.30 OR EUR 32,272.16) HAS BEEN 
ALLOCATED FROM THE FEDERATION’S DISASTER RELIEF 
EMERGENCY FUND (DREF) TO ASSIST SOME 100,000 
BENEFICIARIES FOR THREE MONTHS. UNEARMARKED FUNDS TO 
REPAY DREF ARE ENCOURAGED. 
 
For information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

• In Angola: The Secretary General, Angola Red Cross, Luanda ; Email: cruzvermelha@netangola.com; 
Phone; +244.2.33.39.91; Fax; +244.2.39.11.7 

• In Angola:  Martin Acosta, Programme Coordinator, Angola Delegation; Email martin.acosta@ifrc.org; 
Phone;+ 244.222.372.868; Fax: +244.222.372.868 

• In Zimbabwe: Françoise Le Goff, Federation Head of Southern Africa Regional Delegation, Harare; 
Email:  ifrczw02@ifrc.org;  Phone; +263.4.70.61 55; Fax; +263.4.70.87.84 

• In Geneva: Terry Carney, Federation Regional Officer for Southern Africa, Africa Dept.; Email: 
terry.carney@ifrc.org; Phone; +41.22.730.42.98;  Fax; +41.22.733.03.95 

  
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) in Disaster Relief and is committed 
to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to 
the most vulnerable. 
 
For longer-term programmes in this or other countries or regions, please refer to the Federation’s Annual 
Appeal. For support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or 
other countries, or for national society profiles, please also access the Federation’s website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
 
The situation 
Since early February 2006, Angola has reported eight deaths due to a cholera outbreak in the Boa Vista 
neighbourhood, Ingombota municipality of Luanda city, and one in Sambizanga. According to the Ministry of 
Health, a total of 73 cholera cases had been reported by 24 February 2006. The recorded deaths so far have been 
children under five years who had symptoms of vomiting and diarrhoea which lead to severe dehydration and death 
in a few hours. The cholera outbreak has spread to eight of the nine municipalities of Luanda province. 
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The Ministry of Health and Angola Red Cross Society have had a Cooperation Agreement since 1996, which 
stipulates the priority areas of cooperation in assisting and protecting vulnerable people in times of epidemics 
caused by natural disasters. Cholera is a gastro-intestinal disease that is contracted by drinking contaminated water. 
The disease is on the resurgence in Angola, whose health system and social infrastructure have crumbled after 
decades of civil war. The current cholera outbreak is a result of overcrowding, poor infrastructure and lack of access 
to basic facilities such as sources of clean water and adequate sanitation.  
 
      Table 1:  Number of Cholera cases as at 22 February 2006 

Districts Cholera Cases Number of 
deaths 

Ingombotas 61 8 
Maianga 1 0 
Rangel 1 0 
Sambizanga 3 1 
Cazenga 2 0 
Kilamba Kiaxi 1 0 
Viana 3 0 
Cacuaco 1 0 
Total 73 9 

 
Red Cross and Red Crescent action taken so far 
The Red Cross branch in Luanda has more than 60 volunteers working in collaboration with the municipality’s 
health authority and other agencies in distributing information, education and communication (IEC) materials 
supplied by UNICEF. The IEC materials are on health and hygiene promotion, including how to prevent cholera. 
Red Cross volunteers are also working in collaboration with community leaders, traditional healers, and faith-based 
organizations on health and hygiene promotion conducted in public places such as markets and schools. So far the 
Red Cross volunteers have conducted 275 house-to-house visits providing health and hygiene education in Boa 
Vista barrio, Ingombota municipality. A total of five Red Cross volunteers have been trained in Cholera prevention 
and control activities by the Luanda provincial health authority. The training covered; promoting proper hygiene 
and sanitation; promoting the use of safe water and the disinfection of water at household level; actively identifying 
cases and referring these to health centres; and preventing dehydration. 
 
The Federation regional delegation established a Disaster Management Task Force to address the current disasters 
in the region, which has agreed on the following: 

• Issuance of information bulletins as soon as more information from the assessment is received. Disaster 
Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) requests will be based on the identified needs after the assessments; 

• Collaborate and support national societies in conducting assessments in the affected areas; 
• Ensure emergency stocks and logistical requirements for transporting relief items are in place as required. 

 
The needs 
Angola Red Cross society is currently conducting a rapid assessment and is seeking support to conduct social 
mobilisation and provide non-food items to the affected families, reaching approximately 100,000 beneficiaries for 
three months. The national society is also developing a cholera awareness programme for the Red Cross branches, 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Health 

 
Angola Red Cross Society has requested for a DREF allocation of CHF 50,165.46 to conduct the following; 

• Procurement of supplies; oral dehydration salts, hygiene promotion materials such as soap and 
disinfectants;  

• Conduct social mobilisation activities in municipalities of Ingombotas, Sambizanga, Cacuaco, 
Kilamba Kiaxi and Cazenga, focussing on community leaders, traditional healer and local 
authorities; 

• Mobilising and training a total of 80 Red Cross volunteers to scale up the social mobilisation 
campaigns; 
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• Procurement of additional material for use by the Red Cross volunteers and provision of 
incentives; 

• Developing a community-based first Aid programme through training of volunteers; 
• Conducting situation monitoring in the affected cholera prone areas; 
• Management and coordination of the operation.  

 
Coordination 
Angola Red Cross Society is part of the National Civil Protection Commission, which held a meeting on 20 
February in Luanda to develop a Plan of Action for controlling the spread of cholera. Under the joint coordination 
of the local government of Luanda, the Ministry of Health (MINSA) and the World Health Organization (WHO) are 
mobilizing volunteers, providing equipment and materials to Ingombota municipality for cholera prevention 
activities. The government has put in place health departments in all local municipalities and provided medical 
supplies in preparation for response to cholera outbreak. The provincial secretary of Luanda Red Cross branch is 
part of the inter-sectorial emergency commission and participated in the coordination meeting.  
 
Budget Summary  
See below  
 

Budget below; click here to return to the title page and contact information. 



Description Total 
Supplies 9,000.00 
Personnel (International) 11,430.00 
Personnel (National Staff) 3,790.00 
Personnel (60 Volunteers for Social Mobilization) 9,360.00 
T-Shirts, IEC promotional material 1,560.00 
Transport  and Vehicle 2,340.00 
Training / Workshops 3,900.00 
Information 2,600.00 
Other general Expenses 1,131.00 
Communications 1,560.00 
Financial Charges 234.53 
Total 46,905.53 
Programme Support 3,259.93 
Grand Total (DREF) 50,165.46 
    

 


