Mid-Year report

|+ ( Intarnational Fedaration
| of Hed Cross and Red Crescent Societies

Ukraine

Appeal No. MAAUAOO2

31/August/2011

This report covers the period from
01/01/2011 to 30/06/2011

UKRAINE. HIV peer education session in secondary
school of Brovary town (Kiev Region). Ukraine Red
Cross

In brief

Programme purpose: To reduce the number of death, injuries and impact from disasters; to reduce
deaths, illne sses and impact from diseases an d public he alth emergencies; a nd to increase local
community, civil society and Red Cross/Red Crescent capacity to address the most urgent situations
of vulnerability; promote respect  for diversity and hu man dignit y, and reduce into  lerance,
discrimination and social exclusion.

Programme(s) summary:

In the repor ting period the response to the Revised Plan 2011 for Ukraine has b een quite limited.
Therefore within framework oft  he Plan su ch activitie s of Ukraine Red Cross as preve nting
HIV/AIDS, strengthening disaster preparedness, capacity building could not be implemented due to
lack of fund ing. However the joint IFRC/IOM p roject has started to work with victims of human
trafficking in Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova funded by European Commission. Besides, during the
reporting period the Ukrainian Red Cross carrie d on bilateral activities of HIV programme funded by
the American Red Cross. In addition, together with other p  artners the URCS started the anti-TB
programme funded Global Funds to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria.

Financial situation: The total 2011 budget is CHF 200,898, of which 15 per cent covered. The only
funds received (CHF 30,640) were allocations from the above-mentioned HIV programme funded by
American Red Cross earmarked for covering Kiev office costs. The  overall expe nditure was CHF
26,406, constituted about 86 per cent against received funding.

Click here to go directly to the attached financial report.

See also:



http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/annual11/MAAUA00211myrf.pdf

Revised Ukraine country plan for 2010-2011
http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/annuall1/MAA6700211p.pdf

No. of people we help: In the reporting period due to lack of funding there were no active projects
within the Revised Plan 2011 for Ukraine. However 10, 894 people benefited directly from the

interventions of HIV project funded by American RC, and 192,000 have received indirect assistance
through mass information campaigns. It is expected that the implementation of th e Ukrainian Red
Cross programmes in the second half of 2011 will directly target 15,400 people.

Our partners: The Ukrainian Re d Cross and the IFRC are working together with a number of
partners including the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), German Red Cross, French
Red Cross, Italian Red Cross, Japa nese Red Cross, Swedish Red Cross, American Red Cross, the
UK’s Department for International D evelopment (DFID), the Associatio n of People Living with HIV,
UNAIDS, USAID, UNHCR , UNICEF, PATH, WHO and IOM.

Over many years the National Society has built strong partnerships with the different ministries in the
country, including the ministries of health, youth and sport, emergencies, justice and internal affairs,
as well as with the State Penalty Committee.

Total number is about 120 organisations (including administration and NGOs in regions)

Context

Ukraine has been among the hardest hit nations by the recent global financial crises as a plunge in
the price of steel, its main export, e xacerbated a credit cru nch and a sharp fall in stock prices. In
2009 the G DP in Ukraine dropped by 15percent. In 2010 the Ukrainian economy started grad ual
recovering (real GDP g rew by 4.1 per cent). Nevertheless, in the first half of 2011, political,
economical and social situation in t he country remained still complicate d due to aftermath of th is
world finance and economic turmoil. In February hous ing tariffs increased by 4,6 percent, and fuel
for transport by 4,3perc ent. The government h as raised costs of elect ricity for households by 15
percent. Natural gas tariffs have been increased by 26 percent, starting from 1 April 2011.

The crisis a nd rise in prices has a negatively e ffect to social life in the country. Ac cordingtothe
State Statistics Committee, 12 milli on out of a population of 46 million have an average inco me
below the minimum subsistence level of just ov er $100 per month. The most affected by poverty
and lack of adequate health and social care a re elderly p eople living alone, multi-child families,
street children, the disabled and marginalized people such as migrants and the homeless.

HIV and AIDS rates in Ukraine remain highest in Europe with 1.6 per cent of the general population
infected. It is estimated that there are up to 300,000 injecting drug users in Ukraine, and in major
cities as much as a q uarter of th em are thought to be infected with  HIV. According to experts,
injection dr ug use is still drivingt he spread of HIV but  the disease is now being increasi ngly
transmitted by mothers passing it on to their babies and through unsafe sexual be haviour among
youth. Young people now represent 80 per cent of the affected people.

Another issue is human trafficking which is getting out of control in Ukraine. Experts say more than
100,000 Ukrainians have been trafficked abroa d and forced into indentured labor or prostitution
since the collapse of the Soviet Union. It is more than in any other Eastern European country. The
most vulnerable group in the Ukrainian society today are kids currently living on the streets, and/ or
kids that are just coming out of t he orphana ges. 50%-6 0% of them end upin  some sort of a
trafficked situation.

Ukraine is prone to accidents and natural calamities. An outbreak of cholera took place in Mariup ol
(Donetsk region) a port city at Azo v Sea. A total of 24 cases of cholera and 11 cases of vibrio



carriers were registered in Mariupol in June. S wimming and fishing we re banned along the Sea of
Azov coastline.

The humanitarian cha llenges defin e activities of Ukraine Red Cross Society. The overall g oal
outlined in Ukraine Re vised Plan 2011 isto ensure that the progra mmes and services of th e
Ukraine Red Cross are focused on the needs of vulnerable people, a nd that these activities are
responsive, sustainable and of acceptable stand ards in performance, a ccountability and integrity.
The Society’s mission is to: protect lives, prevent and alleviate huma n suffering during natural

disasters and technical accidents, as well as assist the health authorities and the medical services.

Progress towards outcomes

Disaster Management

Programme component 1: Community-based preparedness

Component outcome: Communities prone to disasters have raised their awareness on hazards and
strengthened their disaster preparedness and response skills to respond to disasters effectively.

Achievements

As it was mentioned ea rlier the disaster preparedness component within the framework of curre nt
Revised Plan for 2011 did not receive any response.

However in the connection with above-mentioned outbreak of cholera Ukraine Red Cross branches
in Donetsk Region, in particular in Mariupol, d istributed le aflets on main cholera symptoms and
prevention at railway stations, beaches and hospitals of affected regions.

Besides, Ukrainian Red Cross has organised with support of German  Red Cross and Armenian
Red Cross training of trainers courses on first aid on 16-23 May in Kiev at URCS HQ. Participants
of courses were First A id trainers fr om Kiev, Kharkov, Donetsk, Lviv and some ot her cities. The
trainings were conducte d by facilitators from German Red Cross and Armenian Red Cross. It is
planned that these trainers will train volunteers and stewards on first aid for activities durin g
football Championship 2012 to be held in Ukraine.

Constraints or Challenges:

There were no major constraints

Health and Care

Programme component 1: HIV and AIDS

Component outcome: Decreased spread of HIV in rural areas of Ukraine due to public awareness-
raising and behaviour-changing activities of the Red Cross.

Achievements

This health and care component within the fram ework of cu rrent Revised Plan for 2011 did not
receive any response.

However, the Ukrainian Red Cross continued implementati on of HIV project bilater ally funded by
the American Red Cross in four ~ regions. These are: Volyn Regi on is mainly providing HIV
prevention among youth in rural areas, Vinnitsa Region conducts voluntary counselling and testing
in prisons, Crimea Aut onomous Republic pro vides care and support to HIV infected people at



home, Kiev regionis  conducting HIV prevent ion in secondary scho ols. More specifica lly t he
following activities have been carried out.

Volyn Region

In January 2011, HIV awareness e vents were held in two colonies. During these events
video-shots "Clear Vision": "Stigma and discrimination towards HIV+” were demonstrated,
survey aimed to determine the number of imprisoned young people ag ed 18-24 years who
correctly identify ways of HIV transmission was conducted, educational literature on healthy
lifestyle was distribute d. The eve nts were at tended by representatives of the Centre of
Social Services for Children, Youth and Family, an infectiologist of District Hospital.

The youth actions un der slogan “Planned choice — HIV/AIDS prevention” took pla ce in the
city of Lutsk at medical college, university "Ukraine", cooperative college, Volyn National
University, youth club "Metro". During the actions free survey was conducted, easy access
to condoms was provided and the leaflets "Planned choice" and stickers were distributed.

3 seminar-trainings were carried out by  Red Cross trainers for teachers of educationa |
institutions from project pilot area s. Peer trainings “Co  mmunication and behavioural
changes. HIV/AIDS prevention” was conducted at the Medical College, University
"Ukraine", 18 schools and summer camps of Volyn region.

In May were organised few youth actions dedicated tot he World AIDS Memory Day. In
particular art competitions “HIV/AIDS — my life, my position” were held at central squares of
Kivertsy, Ko vel and Novovolynsk. The authors of the best pictures wer e awarded by the
prizes of city NGOs. On May 16, 2011 the Candle March dedicated to World AIDS Memory
Day took place in Lutsk.

Vinnitsa Region

In the four prisons 733 persons were examin ed, counselled considering pre and post-test
counselling for HIV by psychologist and specif ic counse lling by infecti ologist, ph isiatrian
concerning HIV prevention, treatment, clin ical and laboratory studies, ot her infectious and
opportunistic diseases. Besides, prisoners rece ived hygie nic kits, vitamins, drugs. HIV
positive inmates (51 persons) receiving ARV-therapy were supplied with food parcels.

On March 23, 2011 the information action “HIV and TB” dedicated to the World TB Day was
conducted among the inmates of Co lony no. 39. The lecture s for inmates were carried out
by phthisiatrician, infectiologist, repr esentatives of Department and doctors from medical
unit of the Colony. 60 inmates took partin th e action. The informational materials were
distributed.

Crimea Autonomous Republic

At the basis of ICC «Krokus» in Simferopol clients receive consultations of psychologist and
lawyer, medico-social services. The information counselling hot line is operating in regional
committee. During the reporting period 1597 visits to ICC were register ed. The self-support
groups for PLWH were working in Simferopol, Yalta and Feodosiya.

All project staff members were train ed at semin ars (project staff, Red Cross staff , PLWH
and caregivers) in the framework o f project an d took part at the training carried out by
Coalition of HIV-services organisation and All- Ukrainian Network of PLWH. The seminars
for project staff and caregivers were held during the reporting period.

On June 1, 2011 the Red Cross volunteers prepared and carried out an action on gathering
of toy for HIV+ children dedicated to the World Children Day.

During the r eporting period the visiting nurses p rovided home-base ca re services to 180
clients, 10 of them died due to the AIDS diagnosis, 814 4 services were provid ed. 120
clients of the project were supplied with food parcels on monthly base. 73 clients improved
their quality of nutrition and gained weight.

Kiev Region

In February 2011, HIV events dedicated to St. Valentine's day took place in the thr ee pilot
districts Bila Tserkva,Brovary and Borodyank a in coopera tion with pa rtner organizations
and state authorities. All activities were ai med to promot e healthy lifestyle, prevention of



HIV/AIDS, drug and alcohol addiction, smokin g. Different quizzes, g ames, lottery were
mixed with performances of art groups. Condoms, educational materials on HIV/AIDS
prevention were distributed. Similar events we re conducte d in the connection of Day of
Youth and World AIDS Memorial Day.

) Two semi nars - trainings were held for the most active 38 volunteers from among
students. These trained volunteers-instructors later conducted 543 training sessions in
the three pilot districts. Some 5536 young people were covered by this “peer” program.

e During May, a brain-rin g game "What do you know about HIV/AIDS?" was carrie d out in
schools and colleges in Bila Tserkva district.

Besides, in the first part of 2011, Ukraine Red Cross together with other NGOs started the
implementation of the project on combating TB, funded by Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria (Ukraine has received a grant of GF at end of 2010). The National Society is a su b-
principal recipient covering the com ponent on a dvocacy, communication and so cial mobilization.
The project is designed for 5 years. In particular in June 2011, the National Society organized two
trainings for visiting nurses and other Red Cross workers (60 participants in each training course).

Organizational Development

Programme component 1: Visiting nurses services capacity development

Component outcome: The quality of the Red Cross visiting nurses services has been improved.

Achievements:

During the reporting period the Organisational Development component within the framework of
current Ukraine Revised Plan for 2 011 did not receive any response. Therefore there were no a
project for improving the quality of the Red Cross visiting nurses service.

Programme component 2: Anti-trafficking

: Capacity of Red Cross in ¢ ountering human trafficking has be en
increased

Achievements:

In April-dJun e 2011, the joint IFRC/IOM project on work with victims of human tra  fficking (EU R
800,000, 24 months) funded by European Commission has been starte d in Belarus, Moldova and
Ukraine. In particular in Ukraine th e operation al contra ct with Ukrain e Red Cross was signed.
Project staff has been put in place and action plan was updated.

Working in partnership

The Ukraine Red Cross works closely with government authorities at all levels — national, regional,
and local — in its auxiliary role in providing humanitarian relie f. The NS has good coo peration with
Ministry of Youth and Sport, the Ministry of Em ergencies, the Ministry of Justice and Inter nal
Affairs, and the State Penalty Co mmittee. Th e Ukrainian Red Cross is a member of severa [
commissions of the government and the pr esident of Ukraine, su ch asth e commission on
humanitarian assistance, commission on citizenship etc. In April 2011, URCS has concluded with
Ministry of Emergency an agreement on cooperation in providing international humanitarian aid.

The National Society further develops relations with partner Red Cross societie s. On 25 February
the Ukrainian Red Cross Society leadership or ganised a meeting with delegation of German Red
Cross head ed by Vice-President Dr. Volkma r Schon. The parties  discussed possibilities of
spreading cooperation on volunteering. In particular at present a joint volunteer cooperation project
is being implemented in Luhansk Region. The idea is to spread it to Donetsk, Vinnitsa and Odessa
Regions.

The President of Ukraine Red Cross Dr. Ivan Usichenko visited Israel o n 20-23 June on invitation
of Israeli N ational Society Magen David Ad om. The p urpose of the visit was to establish




cooperation between t he two National Societ ies. The p arties have agreedto  conclude an
agreement on cooperation in such spheres as developing social-medical centres, providing first aid
education and blood donation.

The International Feder ation provides methodological and consultative support to the Ukrainian
Red Cross aiming to strengthen the National Societies’ capacity in implementin g HIV and AIDS,
TB, FA and other programmes, as well as in coordination relations with key operational agencies
or organizations (UN, NGOs and others). In par ticular within the above mentioned joint IFRC/IOM
project on work with vi ctims of human traffi cking a coordination meeting between IOM and I FRC
was held in Kiev in June 2011.

Contributing to longer-term impact

During the reporting per iod senior staff from the Ukrainian Red Cross head-quarters organised
regular visits to the field to ensure sharing of experience and communication with the branches. In
particular, regular monitoring was conducted in the course of implemen ting HIV project funded by
the American Red Cross in Vinnitsa, Volyn, Kiev regions and Autonomic Republic of Crimea.

Representative of IFRC reference centre on fir st aid, Khasan Paskal visited Ukraine Red Cross on
2-6 February with monitoring purpo se. The Nat ional Society has received a First Aid certificate
from the reference centre.

The National Society takes into acco unt the gender balance issue in all its projects and activities;
particularly the particip ation of women in the decision-m aking proce ss, proje ct implementati on,
planning, i nternational conferences/ workshops and equal mobilization of volunteers and
educational opportunities (HIV and AIDS, TB, h arm reduction activities). The National Society is
starting to develop a system for to colle cting and analyzing gender- disaggregated data on its
membership, volunteers and staff  and have relevant tools to assist staff and volunteers in
translating existing policies into practice.

Looking ahead

Taking into consideration that Ukraine has the most severe AIDS epidemic in Europe, the Ukraine
Red Cross programme priorities in the coming period will include HIV prevention activities with an
aim to inform targ et groups of yo ung people in orderto change th eir a ttitude and behaviour
regarding safe sex, discrimination and stigmatization of people living with HIV/AIDS as well as
implementation of harm reduction projects. In particular this will be done w ithin the framework of the
HIV project funded by the American Red Cross. Operational contract was signed between Ukraine
Red Cross and IFRC for continuation of HIV project funded by American Red Cross for the period
from 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012.

Using the network of visiting nurse s, medical-social centre s and hospitals the Ukraine Red Cross
will continu e their anti- trafficking activities. To gether with IFRC, Belarusian Red Cross, Moldova
Red Cross and IOM, th e National Society will provide implementation of the joint pr oject aiming at
strengthening national mechanisms for the reintegration and rehabilitation of victims of human
trafficking.

The Ukraine Red Cross will continue the work aimed at further modernization of the Visiting Nurses
System. The main activities will be focused on further improving standards of services provisio n
and increasing the qualification of t he visiting nurses to meet all the needs of pe ople receiving
assistance on the permanent base.

As Ukraine is prone t o natural di sasters and technology accident s t he another priority will be
disaster ma nagement focused on improving disaster prep aredness and response skills of the
National Society staff and volunteers through training, competitions and first aid education, as



well as further de  velopment of

Red Cross infrastruct ure, includi ng creation of a disa

ster

preparedness centre. The Federation and Ukraine Red Cross will seek necessary funding for these

important projects.

How we work

The IFRC’s vision is to:

Inspire, e ncourage, fa cilitate and
promote at all times all forms of
humanitarian activities b y Nation al
Societies, with a vie w to preventing
and alleviating human suffering, and
thereby contributing to the
maintenance and p romotion of
human di gnity and pea ce in the
world.

Contact information

zlatko.kovac@ifrc.org

The IFRC’s work is guided by Strategy 2020 which puts forward

three strategic aims:

1. Save lives, protect livelihoods, and strengthen recovery from
disaster and crises.

2. Enable healthy and safe living.

3. Promote social inclusion and a culture of non-violence and
peace.

For further information specifically related to this report, please contact: (text in Arial 10)

o In the Ukraine Red Cross National Society: Ms. Alla Khabarova, Executive Director; email:
national@redcross.org.ua; phone +380 44 235 03 34; +246 56 58.
o In the Federation Representation for Ukraine : Zlatko Kovac, Federation Representative

for Belarus and Ukraine; Phone: +375 172 23 63 61; Fax +375 172 23 90 60; e-mail

o In the Europe Zone Office : Evgeni Parfenov, Acting Deputy Head of Europe Zone; phone:
+ 36 1 248 3300; fax: + 36 1 248 3322; email: evgeni.parfenov@ifrc.org




