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This information bulletin is for information only. The Federation is not seeking any
funding or other assistance from donors for this operation at this time

The Situation
A major earthquake with a locally recorded magnitude of 6.4 on the Richter Scale occurred on 10 October 2002
at 19:50 hours local time (10:50 UTC) in the Manokwari district, Papua Province, Indonesia. The epicenter is
located at 1.73S, 134.34E; 33km ocean depth, approximately 99km south of Manokwari, District of Papua. The
coastal area was reportedly inundated overnight. A number of locations, including Biak, Timika, Sorong, Wamena,
Jaya Wijaya and Nabire in Papua region also felt a strong tremor at the same time, with a series of aftershocks
continuing through the night until this morning (Friday).

The worst affected areas were in the Ransiki, Oranbari and Wasior sub-districts of Manokwari and the city itself.
Assessments are continuing and no external assistance has been requested yet. A early summary of the effects of
the earthquake is as follows:

� Ransiki: Five people dead (including two children); 23 houses collapsed; land links between Ransiki and
Oransbari totally cut off.

� Oransbari: 31 houses and one mosque collapsed; 21 houses, a primary health centre, a municipal office and a
mosque partially collapsed

� Wasior: Six houses collapsed; a wharf pier partially damaged; some significant subsidence.
� Manokwari City: 26 houses partially damaged.

Red Cross/Red Crescent Action

Through its Irian Jaya branch network, the Indonesia Red Cross - Palang Merah Indonesia (PMI) - was among
the first humanitarian agencies to establish communication with the Monokwari army and police station, the district
hospital and the provincial disaster management committee and shared the initial information with other
stakeholders. The Society has been providing regular updates through the day to the national disaster management
committee, the ICRC, the diplomatic community and the Federation membership. The PMI’s branch rapid
response team remains on stand by and two members of the Society’s disaster management committee are ready
to move on an assessment as and when required. Meanwhile the PMI headquarters together with the Federation
and ICRC delegation will remain in close touch as events unfold over the weekend.

For a full description of the National Society profile, see www.ifrc.org



For further details please contact :  

� The Indonesian Red Cross National Society in Jakarta; Phone: +6221.799.2325; Fax:
+6221.799.5188 

� Latifur Rahman, Federation DP Delegate, Phone: +6221.7919.1841; fax: +6221.7918.0905;
e-mail: <ifrcid05@ifrc.org>

� Charles Eldred-Evans, Federation Desk Officer, Phone: 41.22.730.4320; Fax:41 22 733
0395; email:<eldred@ifrc.org> 

All International Federation Operations seek to adhere to the Code of Conduct and are committed
to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (SPHERE Project) in
delivering assistance to the most vulnerable.

For support to or for further information concerning Federation operations in this or other
countries, please access the Federation website at http://www.ifrc.org

For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal.
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