INFORMATION BULLETIN

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
Fédération internationale des Sociétés de la Croix-Rouge et du Croissant-Rouge
Federacion Internacional de Sociedades de la Cruz Roja y de la Media Luna Roja

e Plglly saadl culiall clmand Jgall Samy)

CHINA - EARTHQUAKE 24 February 2003

I nformation Bulletin N° 02/2003

ThisInformation Bulletin isfor information only. The Federation is not seeking any
funding or other assistance from donorsfor this operation at this time but this may
change as the Red Cross Society of China continues to assess the situation and needs on
the ground.

The Situation

The Red Cross Society of China Headquarters has now confirmed 250 people killed in the earthquake
but there are fears that the death toll might increase.

Red Cross/Red Crescent Action

The Red Cross Society of China headquarters has released 250,000 RMB (30,336 USD) to assist the
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Provincial Red Cross Branch to respond to the emergency needs of the
earthquake victims.

The Vice President and Director of the Relief Department of the Xinjiang Provincial Branch, based in
the Region’'s capital Urumgqi, left the city at 18.00 local time with relief items (quilts and warm clothing)
to the value of 200,000 RMB (24,269 USD). The Relief Team is travelling by bus and they expect to
arrive in the affected areas about noon local time on Tuesday 25 February. The distance from Urumqi to
the affected counties is 1,000 kilometres. The roads are said to be in good condition.

An emergency working group has been assembled at the Regional Branch headquarters.

A domestic Red Cross Society of China emergency Appea will be launched to help the victims of the
earthquake.

Itislikely that the Red Cross Society of Chinawill request international assistance.
For afull description of the National Society profile, see www.ifrc.org

For further details please contact :

* Richard Grove-Hills, Head of Regional Delegation, Beijing; Cell Phone +86 1350 120
5973 ; Fax +86 10 65 327 166.
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Aurelia Balpe, Phone 41 22 7304352; Fax 41 22 733 0395; email aurelia.balpe@ifrc.org
All International Federation Operations seek to adhere to the Code of Conduct and are committed

to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (SPHERE Project) in
delivering assistance to the most vulnerable.

For support to or for further information concerning Federation operations in this or other
countries, please access the Federation website at http://www.ifrc.org

For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal.
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