
 

 

NEW ZEALAND: FLOODS 20 February 2004 

 
Information Bulletin N°  1/04 
Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) Allocated: N/A 

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 180 countries.  
For more information: www.ifrc.org 

In Brief 

This document is for information only. The Federation is not seeking any funding or other 
assistance from donors for this operation at this time. 

 

 

The Situation  

Unseasonable summer storms have caused widespread flooding in 
the Manawatu-Wanganui, Wellington region of the North Island of 
New Zealand. Some parts of upper South Island have also been 
affected.  Civil Defence emergency declarations are in place for 
the region including Manawatu, Rangitikei, Tararua, Horowhenua, 
Ruapehu and Wanganui districts and South Taranaki. Flooding due 
to heavy rain and strong winds has caused several key roads to be 
partially closed including State Highways 4, 54 and 56. A number 
of local and provincial roads also remain closed. Detours in place 
on State Highway 1 just North of Wellington, and slips threatening 
State highway 2, have left the capital city, Wellington with 
minimal accessib ility. Continued rain has delayed openings of 
several main routes. Most of the North Island rail lines have been 
also been affected. 

Flooding has caused widespread property damage and over 400 
people have been evacuated at this stage.  At least 19 bridges have 
collapsed or been damaged and a major gas line in the region is in 
need of repair. Water supplies and sewage systems have also been 
badly affected.  Communities in some rural areas in the lower 
North Island have been without power and communication for four 
days. An estimated 1,500 phone lines are without service and some 
areas are still without electricity. 

Major rivers are at a 100 year level high and continue to threaten to cause further evacuations of thousand’s of 
people.   

A severe rain and wind storm again hit the areas of Taranaki, Wellington and Marlborough last night. Further 
severe weather warnings have been issued for these areas with heavy rainfall predicted. 
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As the areas concerned are predominately rural the long term consequences of the flooding may affect the viability 
of some farms. The total cost of damage to cereals and crops, along with loss of livestock is unknown at this stage.    

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 

New Zealand Red Cross is leading a co-ordinated effort in launching a national emergency appeal to assist people 
affected by the flooding and storms in the lower North Island and upper South Island.  An independent body will 
be appointed to co-ordinate and administer the allocation of donations.   

New Zealand Red Cross provincial Branches in the affected areas are working in conjunction with other front line 
welfare groups to plan for distribution of the significant stock of clothing and other emergency items already 
donated.   

 
 
For a full description of the National Society profile, see www.ifrc.org 
 
For further details please contact:   

• New Zealand Red Cross Society; Ms. Flora Gilkison (Director General), Phone +644 4723750; Fax + 0064 4 
73031; email  flora.gilkison@redcross.org.nz  

• Andrew McKie (Operations Manager), Phone + 644 4723750; Mobile +6427 2301983, Fax +644 4730315; 
email andrew.mckie@redcross.org.nz 

•    Pacific Regional Delegation; Mr. Leon Prop (Head of Regional Delegation), Suva, Fiji; Phone +679 331 
1855; Fax +679 331 1406; email ifrcfj01@ifrc.org 

• Federation, Geneva; EunHee Cho (Desk Officer), Phone +41 22 7304392; Fax +41 22 733 0395; email 
eunhee.cho@ifrc.org 

 

All International Federation Operations seek to adhere to the Code of Conduct and are committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (SPHERE Project) in delivering assistance 
to the most vulnerable. 

 

For support to or for further information concerning Federation operations in this or other countries, please 
access the Federation website at http://www.ifrc.org 

 
For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal. 
 
 
 


