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CHINA: FLOODS 13 June 2005

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 181 countries.

In Brief

ThisInformation Bulletin (no. 03/2005) is being issued for infor mation only. The Federation is not
seeking funding or other assistance from donorsfor this operation at thistime.

For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:

- In China: Mr. Wang Xiaohua, director of external relations department, Red Cross Society of China, Beijing, email:
rcsc@chineseredcross.org.cn; phone: +861065124169; fax: +8610651241609.
In China: Mr. Alistair Henley, head of East Asia regional delegation, Beijing, email: ifrccnOl@ifrc.org; phone:
+8613501205972, fax: +861065327166.
In Geneva: Asia and Pacific department, Ms. Ewa Eriksson, East Asia regional officer, email: ewa.eriksson@ifrc.org;
phone: +41227304252; fax: +41227330395

All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the Humanitarian
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Responsein delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. For support to or for
further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for a full description of
the national society profile, please access the Federation’ s website at http://www.ifrc.org

The Situation

On Friday 11 June, dramatic flash floods and landdlides in Ning'an city, Heilongjiang province in Northeast of
China have killed 92 people, including 87 students who were trapped as the floods swept over their primary
school. These recent floods, caused by torrential rains that overflowed aloca river, have damaged seven out of 18
villagesin Ning'an city, devastating 1,333 hectares of farm land, causing 55 houses to collapse and affecting 1,800
villagers.

A rescue team of 1,400 people, made up of 1,000 military officers and soldiers as well as 400 government
officids, have arrived in the flood-hit area and have been joined by local Red Cross representatives. Seventeen
medical experts from Harbin medica school in the provincid capita have been dispatched to help disaster relief
efforts.

Meanwhile, floods and landdides continue to affect 9.7 million people in southern and centra of China, forcing
300,000 locals to evacuate their farms so far. The Ministry of Civil Affair’'s disaster preparedness division has

reported that total damages have reached arecord RMB 3.17 hillion (USD 381.9 million). In addition, 510,000
hectares of farmland have been flooded.

The floods season in China has therefore officially started. According to the state flood control and drought relief
divison, weather forecasts predict this season’s floods will be much bigger than previous years. This has
increasingly burdened the farmers living in the remote mountain areas of Hunan and Guizhou provinces. Millions
of farmers in these two provinces living under the poverty level have difficulty coping with daily life which is
now aggravated by floods that have damaged their livestock and houses.
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Floods however are not the only disasters unsettling the country, as wo tornadoes ripped through northeast
China’s Liaoning province over the last weekend. The first tornado on 10 June ravaged Chaoyang county, killing
eight and injuring 31. A consecutive one on 11 June left a trail of damage in Wulanheshuo township, dso of
Chaoyang county, leaving 450 people affected, 200 houses devastated and 400 heads of domestic animals dead.

Red Crossand Red Crescent action

In Ning'an city, Heilongjiang province, the local branch of the Red Cross Society of China (RCSC) has begun
relief operations to provide rice, quilts, clothes, disinfectant and clean water to the affected people. The provincia
Red Cross branch is conducting local fundraising for the affected population, and more relief items are on the way
to the disaster areas. The head of the Heilongjiang Red Cross brancharrived in the affected area on the same day
as the disaster and isworking with the local Red Cross team to provide relief support to beneficiaries.
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branch representative looks on at the devastation
caused by floods in Taizimiao, the m ost affected township in Hunan

The RCSC headquarters has sent a team with Federation field representatives to vist the flood-affected areasin
Hunan province. It has been reported that communication and eectricity and transportation systems have been
temporarily reestablished in Taizimiao township, the most affected township in Hunan, from 9 June. Some
bridges were under construction and roads were temporarily diverted. New electricity and telephones poles with
new wires were visible, symbolizing the government of China’ s crucia role in responding to the immediate needs
of the flood-affected people. The re-establishment of such facilities ensures adequate and timely rescue and relief
by RCSC and other authorities. According to the flood-affected, they are happy with the support and services
provided by RCSCand the local government. The victims, especialy those who have lost their houses, have been
reocated to a school building, while some who have been hospitalized for health problems are staying with their
families in the local hospital in Taizimiao. Medical teams have been mobilized by the RCSC, with the support of
the local public hedth authorities. To ensure proper hygiene and environmental safety, disinfectant is being
sprayed on a daily basis. The RCSC has also distributed quilts, blankets, clothes, tents and medicines, based on the
needsand the degree to which thefamilies are affected.

The Federation’s regiona delegation and RCSC headquarters in Beijing are monitoring the situation closely and
will continue to provide updates on the situation as it evolves.

For longer-term programmes, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal.

Click here to return to the title page or contact information.
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