
 

 

 

PHILIPPINES: STAMPEDE 6 February 2006 

 
The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 183 countries.   

In Brief 
This Bulletin is being issued for information only. The Federation is not seeking funding or other assistance 
from donors for this operation at this time. 
For further information:  

• Philippines: Philippine National Red Cross, Mr. Raul Garganera (Disaster Management Services 
Manager), Phone: +63 2 5270864, E-mail: iloilo@redcross.org.ph, or Mr. Victor Liozo, Jr. (Secretary 
General), Phone: +63 9189137119, E-mail: pnrcnhq@redcross.org.ph 

• Thailand: Federation Southeast Asia Regional Delegation, Mr Bekele Geleta (Head of Regional 
Delegation), Phone: +66 2661 8201 ext 100, Email: bekele.geleta@ifrc.org or Mr Rene Jinon (Regional 
Delegation Disaster Management Unit), Bangkok, Phone: +66 2661 8201 ext 430, E-mail: 
rene.jinon@ifrc.org 

• Geneva: Asia Pacific Department, Charles Evans (Southeast Asia Regional Officer), Email: 
charles.evans@ifrc.org; phone +41 22 730 4320; fax 41 22 733 0395 

 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Disaster Relief and is committed 
to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to 
the most vulnerable. For longer-term programmes in this or other countries or regions, please refer to the 
Federation’s Annual Appeal. For support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or 
operations in this or other countries, or for national society profiles, please also access the Federation’s website 
at http://www.ifrc.org 

 

The Situation 
A stampede outside a popular Philippines TV game show at the weekend caused 74 deaths and 434 injuries. The 
injured were treated at 10 different hospitals. Between 25,000 and 30,000 people had flocked to the Philippine 
Sports Arena, Pasig City, to try their luck at winning several prizes, including one of USD 40,000 during a local 
TV game show, known as ‘Wowowee’. The crowd had begun gathering up to 72 hours before the start of the 
show, which was marking its first anniversary. 
 
Red Cross and Red Crescent action 

The Philippine National Red Cross (PNRC) immediately mobilized its Disaster Response Team (DRT) to assist 
those involved in the stampede. The DRT helped transport 36 patients to hospital and treated a further 163 people 
with injuries. Food and water was also given to those in need. The PNRC blood service was also called into action 
to provide supplies to hospitals. In total, 80 volunteers from Quezon City, Manila, Rizal, and Laguna chapters 
responded to the tragedy. A help and welfare desk was set up in hospitals as relatives flocked in search of news of 
missing loved ones. Throughout the operation, PNRC deployed four ambulances, one rescue truck, and six other 
vehicles. In the aftermath of the disaster, PNRC continued to provide psychosocial support to those affected.  
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