
PREPAREDNESS IS KEY TO AN EFFECTIVE RESPONSE

Disasters and crises are becoming more frequent and severe, affecting millions of
people annually. As local actors who are present before, during, and after
emergencies, Red Cross and Red Crescent National Societies are key in reducing
disaster risk and alleviating human suffering.

To fulfill National Societies’ 
auxiliary role by

Strengthening local 
preparedness capacity

Ensuring timely and effective 
humanitarian assistance

National Society Preparedness provides a common, integrated, multi-hazard understanding of how
various preparedness, readiness and response capacity-strengthening initiatives should work
together at different points along the Disaster Risk Management continuum.

Goal

National Society Preparedness within the Disaster Risk Management continuum

NATIONAL SOCIETIES 
PREPAREDNESS
Strengthening local preparedness capacities to ensure 
timely and effective humanitarian assistance



The National Society Preparedness for an Effective Response (PER) Approach provides a structured and
standardized way of interacting with National Societies’ systems and processes to contribute to and increase
National Societies’ preparedness, readiness, and response capacities in the immediate and long term.

ü Provide relevant humanitarian services in line with its auxiliary role and 
mandate, and be positioned as a key partner within its country context.

ü Analyse the implications of various risks and plan to adapt its 
preparedness, readiness, and response capacities.

ü Revise and adapt its operational capacities to deal with current and future 
emergencies, including overlapping disasters and crises.

ü Enhance its coordination and collaboration capacities with relevant 
stakeholders.

ü Implement systems and procedures to support small, mid- to large-scale 
operations.

A WELL-PREPARED NATIONAL SOCIETY CAN:

For more information:

http://www.ifrc.org/disaster-preparedness

https://www.ifrc.org/our-work/disasters-climate-and-crises/disaster-preparedness

